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What is so unique about being a member of an electric co
While there is an entertainment value to this year’s meeting,
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pipestone service Center
Thursday, July 9
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tour the facility and enjoy a
pork sandwhich!

Acheson Named Touchstone
Energy Scholar of the Week
Cole Acheson, a student at Chester
Area School, was chosen as a Touch
stone Energy Cooperative ‘Scholar of
the Week April 19-25. Cole was rec
ognized with a cash award by Sioux
Valley Energy. He is the son of Mark
and Lisa Acheson of Chester. Cole
was featured on the KSFY news.
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives,
like Sioux Valley Energy, and KSFY
Television have joined together to
recognize the achievements of high
school seniors throughout the region.
Recipients are highly motivated high
school seniors who excel in the classroom and community. This program was founded on
the four pillars of Touchstone Energy: Integrity, Accountability, Innovation and a Com
mitment to Community.
“Cole is a great example of leadership and academic success that we honor in a stu
dent,” said Tim McCarthy, Sioux Valley Energy General Manager/CEO.
Lisa Hansen, counselor at Chester High School, nominated Cole for the award.
On her nomination form, Hansen wrote of Cole, “Cole is a leader both in school and
in the community. His leadership is evident in his role modeling for peers and younger
children. His respectfulness and citizenship are illustrated in his demeanor, academically,
athletically, and socially. His ambitions, dedication to success, and compassion are highly
visible. In addition to school accomplishments, he does his part to helping the commu
nity. He is a baseball umpire and also cares for the baseball diamond in Chester. He is
humble in his successes and is a quiet leader by example. He will undoubtedly be success
ful in whatever career path he chooses.”
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SafetyTips

Drowning: It Can
Happen In An Instant
Most parents think water
safety is first and foremost on
their minds whenever they are
enjoying summer activities
with their kids. But when the
unthinkable happens and a child
drowns, parents and caregivers
have been known to say, “I only
looked away for a second.”

IF IT’S NOT INSULATED,
NEITHER ARE YOU.

The Younger the Child, the Greater the Risk
Not including boating incidents, about 10 people die from
drowning every day in the United States, according to the
Centers for Disease Control. While drowning is a risk for
every age group, National Safety Council statistics point to
drowning being the No. 1 cause of death for children ages 1
to 4. Deaths in this age group are mostly due to a child falling
into a pool or being left alone in the bathtub.
Distractions Make for Tragedies
Parents are cautioned all the time about water safety, but
drownings still occur. Always be aware and be in the present
moment with your children. Following are a few water safety
precautions:
• Never leave your child alone; if you have to leave, take
your child with you.
• Enroll children 3 and older in swimming lessons, but
remember that lessons don’t make your child “drown-proof.”
• Lifeguards aren’t babysitters; always keep your eyes on
your child.
• Don’t let children play around drains and suction fittings.
• Never consume alcohol when operating a boat and always
make sure everyone is wearing approved life jackets.
• Don’t underestimate the power of water; even rivers and
lakes can have undertows.
• Always have a first aid kit and emergency contacts handy.
• Get training in CPR.
• If a child is missing, check the water first.
The following rules apply to all swimmers:
• Never swim alone.
• Don’t dive into unknown bodies of water.
• Don’t push or jump on others.
• Be prepared for an emergency.
Every pool, every lake and every warm summer day holds the
possibility of new, fun summer experiences. All you need to
add is your undivided attention.
Source: nsc.org
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REPLACE, NEVER REPAIR DAMAGED EXTENSION CORDS.
Helping members use electricity safely, that’s the power
of your co-op membership. Learn more from the experts
themselves at TogetherWeSave.com.
Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives
The power of human connections.®

Kids’ Corner Safety Poster

“Don’t play with electricity.”

Hayden McNinch,
Fourth-grader
at Menno School
District
Hayden is the
daughter of Steve
and Katie Huber,
Olivet, S.D.
They are members
of Southeastern
Electric
Cooperative,
Marion, S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric cooperative (address
found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must include
your name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents. Colored drawings are
encouraged.

Reader Recipes

Dairy Delights
Ice Cream in a Bag
2 T. sugar
1 cup half and half or milk
1/2 tsp. vanilla

Powerhouse Green Smoothie
1/2 cup rock salt (regular, rock
or kosher works)
Ice cubes

Put first three ingredients in a quart-size ziplock bag and
seal. Put rock salt and ice in a gallon-size bag. Add the
smaller bag to the larger bag and seal. Squeeze the bag for
10 to 15 minutes.
Mary Ellen Luikens, Tea

7 eggs
1 cup milk
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. dry mustard

Place hashbrown patties in a single layer in a greased
10x9-inch glass dish. Sprinkle with cheese and ham. In a
bowl, beat eggs, milk, salt and mustard. Pour over ham and
cheese. Cover and bake at 350°F. for 1 hour. Uncover and
bake an additional 15 minutes until edges are golden brown
and knife inserted in center comes out clean.
Mary Jessen, Holabird

Tutmaj (Armenian) Yogurt Soup
1 egg, beaten
3 cups plain or Greek yogurt
1 tsp. salt
2 cups water

1 cup flat egg noodles
4 T. butter
2 T. crushed dry mint
1 small onion, diced

In a 2-quart saucepan, beat egg, yogurt and salt for 3
minutes. Add water. Cook on high, stirring constantly, until
boiling. Add noodles. Lower heat and cook until noodles are
tender. In fry pan, saute onions in butter until light brown.
Add mint. Pour into soup. Cook for 5 minutes. When
reheating soup, if too thick, add some boiling water.
Rose Tucker, Hot Springs

Rapid Ruby Rhubarb
1-1/4 cups flour, divided
1/3 cup powdered sugar
1/2 cup butter

2 eggs, beaten
3/4 cup sugar
2 cups finely chopped rhubarb

Mix together 1 cup flour, powdered sugar and butter. Press into
8x8-inch pan. Bake at 350°F. for 15 minutes. Combine eggs,
sugar, remaining flour and rhubarb. Spread over hot crust. Bake
30 minutes or until set. Let cool 15 minutes before serving.
Jan Nelson, Belle Fourche

2/3 cup non-fat plain Greek yogurt
1-1/2 tsp. canola oil
1/2 cup ice cubes

In blender, combine all ingredients. Blend for about 30 seconds to 1 minute or
until desired smoothness is achieved. Yield: 1 serving
Nutritional information per serving: 290 calories; 7 g total fat (0.5 g saturated fat);
0 mg cholesterol; 42 g carbohydrates; 3 g fiber; 31 g sugars; 17 g protein;
75 mg sodium; 502 mg potassium
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Wake-up Casserole
8 frozen hashbrown patties
4 cups shredded Cheddar
cheese
2 cups cubed ham

3/4 cup seedless green grapes
1/2 cup ripe banana slices
1/4 cup chopped kale

Chocolate Chip Cheesecake Bars
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese,
softened
1/2 cup sugar
1 egg

1/2 cup coconut, if desired
1 (16.5 oz.) roll Pillsbury®
refrigerated chocolate chip
cookies

In small bowl, beat cream cheese, sugar and egg until
smooth. Stir in coconut. In ungreased, 8- or 9-inch square
pan, break up half of cookie dough. With floured fingers,
press dough evenly in bottom of pan to form crust. Spread
cream cheese mixture over dough. Crumble and sprinkle
remaining half of dough over cream cheese mixture. Bake at
350°F. for 35 to 40 minutes or until golden brown and firm
to the touch. Cool 30 minutes. Refrigerate at least 2 hours
or until chilled. Store in refrigerator.
Paula Vogel, Ethan

Crunchy Potato Balls
2 cups very stiff mashed
potatoes
2 cups finely chopped ham
1 cup shredded Cheddar or
Swiss cheese
1/3 cup mayonnaise

1 egg, beaten
1 tsp. mustard
1/4 tsp. pepper
2 to 4 T. flour
1-3/4 cups crushed corn flakes

Please send
your favorite
dessert, salad
and garden
produce
recipes to your
local electric
cooperative
(address found
on page 3).
Each recipe
printed will be
entered into
a drawing
for a prize
in December
2015. All
entries must
include your
name, mailing
address,
telephone
number and
cooperative
name.

Combine first 7 ingredients; mix well. Add enough flour to
make mixture stiff. Chill. Shape into 1-inch balls. Roll in
corn flakes. Place on greased baking sheet. Bake at 350°F.
for 25 minutes..
Mary Truman, Kimball

At about 25 cents per 8-ounce serving, milk is a bargain,
especially when you consider all the liquid assets inside – protein,
calcium, potassium, vitamin D, vitamin B12 and more.
Source: www.dairymakessense.com
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Safety Messaging at a
Higher Level
More than 2,400 Sioux Valley Energy members helped choose the top
three winners for this year’s Safety Poster Contest. Members voted on
their favorite posters--425 posters were entered by fourth graders from
local schools. The winners received a $25 cash prize in addition to having
their poster displayed on a Lamar billboard. Look for the billboards of our
contest winners throughout the month of May.
A 4th grader at Brooking Camelot Intermediate School, Emilee
Petersen, won with her safety poster cautioning children to stay away
from power lines while flying kites. Emilee is the daughter of Jeff Petersen
and Amber Towers. Her poster will be located on a billboard on the
Highway 14 bypass north of Brookings.
Kindra Douty, a student at Hill Elementary in Pipestone, won with
her poster warning people to not climb trees near power lines. She is
the daughter of Joe and Alison Douty. Her poster will be displayed on
Highway 23, northeast of Pipestone.
‘Take a Look When Lifting Up the Bucket’ is the safety message that
Josie Mousel, a Colman-Egan fourth grader, displayed on her safety
poster. She is the daughter of John and Jessie Mousel. Her poster will be
on display on Highway 34, west of Egan.
Sioux Valley Energy places a strong emphasis on educating the public
on the benefits and dangers of electricity and is proud to partner with
Lamar Advertising to get the message out. The annual safety poster
contest is designed to help teachers incorporate electrical safety messages
into their lesson plans and draw attention to the general public.

Top: Emilee Petersen and
SVE Safety Coordinator,
Terry Ebright
Bottom Left: Kindra
Douty and SVE Warehouse
Coordinator, Shawn Bruns
Bottom Right: Josie
Mousel and SVE Director
of Customer and Employee
Relations, Debra Biever
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To the Moon
Gee-Aye Dairy Puts Astronauts to Work

A

By Brenda
Kleinjan

stronauts steve, Princess, Quincey and vanna
began doing the daily milking at the Gee-Aye Dairy
west of Ethan, S.D., in June 2012. The four are not
space cowboys but rather a team of robots that milk
cows in Gary and Amy Blase’s 160-head herd of
Holsteins round the clock.
Adapting to the robots was a learning process for
both the Blases and the cattle.
“Every cow reacts in her own way,” said Gary. “It
wasn’t hard to get them to use the robots.”
Each cow is equipped with a special collar and
activity monitor that tells the robots when she was
last milked and if it is time to milk again. (The
cow can choose to be milked up to six times a day,
depending on her lactation and milk production.)
A special pellet feed is in a trough at the milking
station. As the cow feeds, an overhead 3-D camera
records the cow’s position in the milker. The robot’s
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arm slides into place and lasers locate each quarter
of the cow’s udder, attaching the milker. (The cow’s
first milking is mapped and stored in the computer,
making subsequent milkings a bit quicker.)
One could argue the cows are part of the fitness
craze and have their own version of a Fitbit. Just like
the exercise monitor worn on millions of humans’
wrists, the dairy cattle have activity monitors hang
ing from their numbered collars.
From those monitors, the Blases can track how
many times a given cow went to milk, what the
cow’s temperature and weight were while being
milked and how many minutes a day the cow
spends in rumination. (Dairy cattle spend about 450
to 500 minutes a day chewing their cud. Departures
from that range may indicate a variety of issues that
may need to be addressed.) The data collected by
the robots also includes the amount of time each of

the cow’s quarters was milked, how much milk was
produced and other pieces of data.
“We probably didn’t realize how hard it was to
put it all together,” said Gary, explaining the data
being recorded and displayed on the robot. “When
you see this, that means what?” But, armed with the
data collected, the Blases can make adjustments in
their management of their herd.
As the Blases’ explain “Quincey,” the robot that
serves as the primary training station for the cattle,
one cow in particular seems to believe that the robot
will forget her previous approaches to the milk
ing station that morning. Cow No. 1881 has been
known to attempt milking 50 times a day on her
quest for the pellets that are only fed while a cow is
being milked. She approaches the milking station
and Quincey quickly analyzes her data and imme
diately swings the exit gate – and attached feeding

trough – out of 1881’s reach.
In a roughly 45 minute win
dow, that cow has approached
and been rejected by Quincey
three times.
The robots also know
which cattle are being treated
– or doctored – for various
ailments and diverts those
cows’ milk to a dump tank,
which is used on farm and
does not enter the farm’s sellable milk supply. The robot
then commences a complete
wash down before the next
healthy cow is milked.
Three times a day, the robots automatically shut
down for a whole-system wash down.
While investigating the robots, the Blases, who
married in 1972 and have been dairying ever since,
visited 10 dairies in Wisconsin, Iowa and Minne
sota. Ultimately, they decided to invest in the robots
and retrofitted their existing operation.
“Dairying is always going to be labor-intensive
and time-consuming,” said Amy, noting that while
the robots handle the collection of milk, they don’t
feed the cattle, scoop out the barn alleyways or
change the animals’ bedding.”
The robots have given the Blases freedom from
the clock and the parlor, though.
“It’s opened an opportunity to follow our grand
kids a bit more,” noted Amy.

Meet the
RoBots
steve: Named in
honor of an employee
of the dairy who died
of a heart attack on
his way to work.
Princess: Named for
the Gee-Aye Dairy’s
record-producing cow,
who was declared a
Gold Medal Dam in
August 2000. Her
daughter, Princette,
is set to break her
production record.
Quincey: Named for
one of the fam
ily’s top show cows,
Quincey is the robot
that all cows are
trained on.
Vanna: Named for
the head of one of
the dairy’s top show
cow families.

opposite page: Gary Blase analyzes screens of data collected about his herd through the
Gee-Aye Dairy’s Lely Astronaut robotic milking machines. Among the data Gary is moni
toring closely is the output of one cow – Princette – who is about to break her mother’s
milk production record. one of the robots is named for the mother – Princess – who
produce 328,000 pounds of milk (roughly 6.5 semi tankers full) in her lifetime. Above:
the data is used to adjust feed rations and other factors in the herd’s health. Right: Gary
shows the milk collection area of astronaut Quincy. the monitor on the door shows realtime data collected by the robot and also allows the Blases to make adjustments. top:
Amy demonstrates how the touch-screen is used to guide the milker’s lasers in place for
a cow’s initial milking. the process is then automatic, unless a problem occurs.
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It’s a Sunny Day at Sioux Valley
Solar Project Constructed
Rows of solar panels are now lining the front lawn of the
Sioux Valley Energy Brandon Service Center. The 24.8 kW
array is positioned to the south, west and southwest. Typically
solar arrays face only south because that is where the sun
provides maximum production. However, the Cooperative
wants to test output from other directions to see how it
matches with the electric system’s peak during the summer
months.
The price of solar has dropped significantly over the past
decade. Just 10 years ago, solar was being installed for over
$8.00 per Watt. Today, that number is less than half.
Last summer, a solar task-force made up of SVE employees
was formed to survey the membership on their desire for solar,
as well as different options for a potential solar business model.
After significant research and member input, the taskforce
recommended a cooperative-owned, educational project to the
Board of Directors.
The educational project will provide generation, return
on investment (ROI) and installation information/data to
the membership. The desire for the information seems to be
increasing. Currently 16 SVE members have solar installed
in their homes or businesses, totalling 100 kW. The last six
renewable energy installations on the SVE system were solar.
In addition to the educational benefit to the membership,
employees are also learning during the process. The entire
array was constructed, built and wired by SVE employees.
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Above: Inverters are connected to the array because the solar panels
generate DC power and the electric system is AC power. Below: Employees
of Sioux Valley Energy constructed and installed the entire solar array.

There is fiber communications connected to the array so
eventually all members can monitor the output of the solar
panels.
The full online monitoring system should be operational in
June.
The power generated from the solar array will be put back
into the grid and become part of the Cooperative’s generation
mix.

Minnesota PUC Approves SMEC
Acquistion
Southern Minnesota Energy Cooperative (SMEC) received
state regulatory approval to acquire Alliant Energy’s Minnesota
electric service territory in a verbal decision on Thursday,
April 30, 2015, by the Minnesota Public Utility Commission
(MPUC). SMEC is the single point of contact for the
purchase of the territory in southern Minnesota by 12 electric
cooperatives.
Sioux Valley Energy is one of the 12 participating SMEC
cooperatives that will be welcoming new members in the

Alliant Energy transaction. Sioux Valley will add more than
800 members, a 4 percent increase.
In total, the MPUC-approved acquisition will add
approximately 43,000 electric accounts to the systems of all of
the 12 SMEC member cooperatives combined.
While the MPUC approved the transaction, several steps
remain and it could be months before the acquisition closes
and cooperatives welcome new members from Alliant Energy.

Take Time for Safety This Spring
Planting Season
Spring planting season is a busy time of year
for farmers. Large equipment that strike over
head electric lines and fatigue from working long
hours can result in serious injuries. Sioux Valley
Energy wants to remind farmers that it only takes
a second to make a mistake; a fraction of time
that can change a life forever. Be aware of the
location and height of electric lines. Use a spotter
for moving large equipment and if there is con
cern about overhead clearance, call your electric
provider.
If equipment becomes entangled in an electric
line, stay in the cab and call for help. If someone
tries to approach the equipment when in contact
with an electric line, warn them to stay away.
This picture shows the dangers of equipment contacting power
lines. Damage occurred to a Sioux Valley Energy member’s
tractor and sprayer equipment when the sprayer touched an
overhead line. Thankfully, the farmer was not injured.
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Helping Community

Gardens Grow
M

istress mary might have been contrary in

By
Brenda Kleinjan

getting her garden to grow, but community gardens
are bringing young and old together to develop
local foods and provide training to upcoming
gardeners.
“Community gardens keep popping up all over
the state. I maintain a list, but I’m sure it’s just
a small portion of what’s out there,” said Chris
Zdorovtsov, South Dakota State University Exten
sion community development field specialist with
the SDSU Consumer Sciences Department.
“I have about 70 on my list, but I think that’s
only a portion – probably only half to a third of
what’s out there,” said Zdorovtsov.
“Community gardens are creating a place for
people to grow food for themselves when they may
not otherwise have the land to do so or if they don’t
have the equipment to till up a space,” she said,

12 June 2015 • Cooperative ConneCtions

noting that the garden spaces can be an ideal setting
for older South Dakotans to continue gardening.
SDSU Extension has four key programs designed
to foster community and youth-oriented gardening.
First is the Community and Family Exten
sion Leaders Children’s Gardening $150 Mini
Grants. Available each spring, the grants help
educational garden projects fund seeds, plants, small
garden equipment or other programming materials.
The grant is offered to any school-age group, K-12,
with preference given to after-school and out-of
school time programs. Participants must partner
with SDSU Extension through a Master Gardener,
a county 4-H youth program advisor, FNP/EFNEP
assistant or other connection.
Next up is the SDSU Extension Seed Bank
which offers educational gardens across the state
of South Dakota 20 vegetable seed packets. The

donated seeds are intended for newly starting and established educational gardens
for youth or adults.
The South Dakota School Garden Grant provided by SDSU Extension is
available to help newly starting school gardens launch programs focused on grow
ing and consuming fruits and vegetables. This program provides K-12 schools
with funding and development support to help them launch successful garden
projects. Award winners will receive project development coaching from SDSU
Extension staff, 20 seed packets and $1,000 for purchasing construction supplies,
tools/equipment, plants and programming materials.
Kids Gardening Grants and Fundraising is a comprehensive list of national
grants and deadlines related to youth and community gardening.
Zdorovtsov noted that communities of all sizes are taking advantage of the vari
ous programs. “Some of the smallest towns are providing some of these sites.”
Interest in community gardening goes back generations.
“The whole era of the World War II-era Victory Garden brought gardening
back as an important means for food production,” said Zdorovtsov.
While many people had backyard gardens, gardens were also tilled up in some
public places to “plant, plant, plant.”
While the Victory Gardens may be first to come to mind, Zdorovtsov noted
that in the early 1890s, vacant lots in Detroit, Mich., were used for the unem
ployed to grow food to feed their families and create income.
“School gardens extended from then until the 1920s and there was a move
ment during World War I for a war garden campaign,” she said.
The Depression also brought relief and sustenance gardening for food and
income, followed by the more well-known Victory Gardens.
“Then it drifted away, but then in the 1970s, community gardens started
to happen again with interest in starting urban gardens,” she said. In 1978, the
Community Garden Association was formed.
“I’ve seen interest every year; it’s been consistent since I started in this posi
tion in 2008. There are one to three new ones each year in Sioux Falls, S.D.,
and Rapid City, S.D., but also in smaller communities like Wakonda, S.D., and
Arlington, S.D.,” Zdorovtsov said. “In general there are probably more than there
were 15 years; probably the newer trend is incorporating them into schools and
curriculum.”
The South Dakota Discovery Center in Pierre has gardens that have benefited
from the grants, including the center’s model square-foot gardens.
“The purpose of the gardens is to demonstrate that a lot of produce can be
grown in a small space, for little expense and provide family’s access to fresh veg
etables,” said Kristie Maher, SDDC executive director. “Each spring students help
plant gardens. Often they make seed starter mats, paper towels upon which they
glue the proper number of seeds properly spaced out. Two of the gardens feature
hoop greenhouse roofs to help the seeds get started. During the growing season,
SDDC guests are welcome to help weed, water and harvest and to use their senses
to explore the various plants.
“Gardening goes hand-in-hand with the South Dakota Harvest of the Month
(www.sdharvestofthemonth.org) program that shares tasting opportunities and
health benefits in order to encourage kids and families to eat more fresh fruits and
vegetables,” said Maher.
Interested in starting a community garden? SDSU Extension provides coach
ing to teams interested in starting successful community gardens. The teams can
assist local planners with guidance on garden models, site selection, overcoming
challenges, budgeting, applications and guidelines. A development workbook:
Diggin’ the Dirt, Community, is also available. Communities are also welcome to
request online webinars on community garden topics. More info at: http://igrow.
org/community-development/local-foods/community-gardens

CFeL Children’s Garden Grants
ten youth and school gardens received
funding this spring to launch or enhance garden
programs across the South Dakota. SDSU Exten
sion and the Community and Family Extension
Leaders (CFEL) provided funding for the $150
mini-grants.
The gardens can use the funds to purchase
seeds, plants or small garden equipment or
utilize the award to purchase programming
materials. Garden programs must have an SDSU
Extension partner, such as a Master Gardner,
a county 4-H youth program advisor, or FNP/
EFNEP assistant. They must provide programming
to a school-age group, K-12, incorporate handson learning experiences for a six- to 12-week
period and incorporate plant science and nutrition
education topics.

2015 awardees:
• Bad Nation Rustlers 4-H, Ft. Thompson
• Bon Homme 4-H Jr. Garden Club, Tyndall
• Centerville FFA, Centerville
• EmBe, Sioux Falls
• Kennebec Women’s Club-Community
Garden, Kennebec
• Lutheran Social Services of S.D. – New
Beginnings Center, Aberdeen
• North Rapid Community Schools, Rapid City
• Oahe YMCA, Pierre
• St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary School,
Rapid City
• Youth and Family Services, Inc., Rapid City
2014 awardees:
• 4-H Youth Community Garden, Meade
County 4-H, Sturgis
• Andes Central Afterschool Program and
Charles Mix Co. 4-H, Lake Andes
• Christian Center Daycare, Sioux Falls
• Harding County School District and Harding
County 4-H, Buffalo
• Lemmon Jr. Master Gardeners, Lemmon
• Lutheran Social Services of S.D. – New
Beginnings Center, Aberdeen
• M&M Day Care and Jungle After School
Program, Huron
• North Rapid Community Schools, Rapid City
• Rosebud Juvenile Detention Center, White
River
• South Dakota Discovery Center, Pierre
• Wall Afterschool Program-WASP, Wall
• Wounded Knee School District, Manderson
Cooperative ConneCtions • June 2015 13

Co-op Connections
Corner

by Sheila Gross

Pipestone, Minnesota
Douty Floral and Landscape Center – Spring is here and the professional staff at Douty Floral and
Landscape Center will help you with all of your gardening and landscape needs. They have served the area
for over 100 years. Visit Douty Floral and Landscape Center at 309 4th Street NW and get a 10% discount
on your purchase (excludes landscaping) when you use your Co-op Connections Card.

Geyermans Clothing Company – Geyermans Clothing Company, located at 201 W Main Street, has
something for the whole family and any occasion. They feature popular brand names and a line of clothing
for children, women, and men. In addition, Geyermans offers home décor, kitchenware, outdoor patio sets,
garden décor, great gift ideas, jewelry, purses, toys and much more. Take 10% off your purchase with your Co
op Connections Card.
JB’s Shell Foodmart – Don’t forget to stop at JB’s Shell Foodmart at 102 8th Avenue
SE for fuel, snacks to go, fishing supplies, and much more. Use your Co-op Connections Cards for great
discounts. Fill up your vehicle and receive 5 cents per gallon discount on any fuel or pick up a six pack of
beef tacos for only $7.99.
Kelly’s Koffee and Grill – Visit the charming Kelly’s Koffee and Grill located at 101 8th Avenue NE for
a unique dining experience. They offer specialty coffees, sandwiches, wraps, sweets and much more. Sioux
Valley Energy members save $1 off the purchase of a burger basket when they use their Co-op Connections
Card.
McDonald’s – When you are looking for fast, friendly service, McDonald’s located at 609 8th Avenue SE is
the place to go. Try their new menu feature, the Artisan Grilled Chicken, on your next visit. Use your Co
op Connections Card and get a free small dessert with the purchase of any extra value meal.
Pipestone RV Campground – Looking for a great recreational and camping spot? You don’t have to travel
far. Book the Pipestone RV Campground at 919 N Hiawatha Avenue for your next camping experience.
They offer plenty of amenities and activities like a heated outdoor pool, playground, mini-golf, horseshoes,
reception/meeting hall, laundry facilities, free wireless internet, and beautiful camping lots. Take 25% off of
the regular price (Sunday-Thursday) with your Co-op Connections Card.
Stout and Evink Plumbing and Heating, Inc - With almost 30 year of experience, Stout and Evink
Plumbing and Heating, Inc. located at 620 7th Street SW can help you with your plumbing, heating, and
air conditioning needs. Save time and money with routine maintenance of your equipment. Use your Co
op Connections Card and get $10 off any fixture, faucet, water heater or softener.
Subway – Nothing smells better than freshly made bread. Subway, located at 520 8th Avenue, offers healthy
meal options with fresh ingredients. Their Co-op Connections Card discount offers versatility—use it for
breakfast and lunch or share a sandwich with a family member or friend. Get a free 6” sub with the purchase
of a 6” sub of equal or greater value and a 21 ounce drink.

Welcome New Pipestone Businesses:

The Clothier by Dawn Inc.

110 E Main, Pipestone, MN 56164
40% off

14 June
2015
• Cooperative
ConneCtions
Buy
one
item get the
second at

Amdahl Motors

950 7th St SE, Pipestone, MN 56164
$5.00 off oil change

Apply
Now!

EmPOWER Youth Leadership
What does leadership look
like to YOU?

Opportunities
to Grow!

Sioux Valley Energy encourages you to apply
for the opportunity to learn and EmPOWER
yourself with a leadership skill-set through
excitement and collaboration! Learn what
makes cooperatives unique and how their
business model EmPOWER’s their members
and communities to succeed.

Trip to Basin Electric
power generation
facilities

Four fun-filled program days focusing on:
Monetary
Leadership
Awards/Scholarships
Representative
on Youth Tour to
Washington, D.C.

•
•
•
•
•

Cooperative Business Model
Self Confidence
Electrical Safety/CPR
Self Awareness
Personal Finances

•
•
•
•
•

Career Options in Electric Industry
How to use Your Personal Strengths
Communication Skills
Network with Students
Teamwork

Brought to you
and sponsored by:

To Apply:
•
•

Be a sophomore or junior during the 2015-2016 school year.
Fill out an application and return to Sioux Valley Energy at P.O.
Box 216, Colman, SD, 57017.

Get your application from your guidance counselor or at:
800-234-1960

empoweryouthleadership.com
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May 31
Buffalo Ridge Chorale Spring
Concert with guest musicians
“Friends of Jazz”
Christ Lutheran Church
Hendricks, MN, 605-479-3438

June 6
On Exhibit: Bittersweet
Harvest – The Bracero
Program 1942-1964, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., On Exhibit June 6
thru Aug. 16, SD Agricultural
Heritage Museum
Brookings SD, 605-688-6226
www.agmuseum.com
June 7
Miss Prairie Village/
Miss Prairie Princess Pageant
Prairie Village, Madison, SD
605-480-2633
www.prairievillage.org

June 12
Relay For Life of Brandon
Valley-Garretson, 6 p.m.
Brandon Valley high school
track, Open to the public!
www.relayforlife.org/
brandonvalleysd

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAUL MAMMENGA

June 5-7
Buffalo Days
Friday: Cruise-In from
6 to 10:30 p.m., Main Street
Downtown
Saturday: Dad’s Belgian
Waffles 7:30 to 10 a.m. at the
American Legion, 5K and 10K
run at 8:15 a.m., Register at
Luverne Aquatic and Fitness
Center, Arts in the Park from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Luverne City Park, Parade 10
a.m. Main Street
Sunday: Tales from the
Graves (#3) and
Pie/Ice Cream Social
1 to 4 p.m., St. Catherine’s
Catholic Church Cemetery
Luverne, MN, Contact the
Luverne Area Chamber
1-888-283-4061
www.luvernechamber.com

Events of Special Note

June 13
Outdoor Purple Martin Festival
Columbia, SD, 605-396-2381
www.purplemartindakotas.org
To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

June 9
Ag Women’s Day, All women
involved in agriculture are
invited to a special day just for
you! 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Registration at 8 a.m., First
Lutheran Church Activity
Center, Brookings, SD
605-692-8003 Ext. 2
June 12
Northern Bull Riding Tour
7 p.m., Prairie Village
Madison, SD, 605-256-3644
June 19
McCrossan 60th Anniversary
Golf Event and BBQ, Golf at
noon – Central Valley Golf
Course at Hartford, BBQ at
5:30 p.m. at McCrossan Boys
Ranch, Sioux Falls, SD
605-339-1203
June 21
Prairie Village Variety Show
Prairie Village, Madison, SD
605-256-3644
www.prairievillage.org

June 26-28
Motongator Joe’s Country
Music Festival, Prairie Village
Madison, SD, 866-245-2702
www.bigtimecountry.com
June 27
Free Gospel Concert
1 to 5 p.m., Brandon Valley
High School PAC, Brandon, SD
Contact Marv Veldkamp
Home: 605-582-8714
Cell: 605-728-4560
July 11
South Dakota Old Time
Fiddlers Association Fiddlers
Contest, Prairie Village
Madison, SD, 605-256-3644
www.prairievillage.org
July 11-12
Railroad Days, Pizza Train
Saturday 6 p.m. by
reservation, Free Hobo Stew
Sunday, Prairie Village
Madison, SD, 605-256-3644
www.prairievillage.ofg

July 31
Johnny Rogers “Country
Legends” Concert
Prairie Village, Madison, SD
605-256-3644
www.prairievillage.org
August 1
Johnny Rogers “History of
Rock & Roll” Concert
Prairie Village, Madison, SD
605-256-3644
www.prairievillage.org
August 2
22nd Annual Madison Car
Show, Prairie Village
Madison, SD, 605-256-3644
www.prairievillage.org
August 22
McCrossan Xtreme Event
Rodeo, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Pre-Show Entertainment
5:30 Rodeo, McCrossan Boys
Ranch, Sioux Falls, SD
605-339-1203

