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Column

Time to Give Thanks

SVE Employees Dedicated to Membership
I’m sure many of you will enjoy
time with family and friends on
Thanksgiving. For as long as I can
remember, I’d eat myself into a turkey
coma, prop my feet up on the recliner
(after doing the dishes, of course!) and
watch football. Even though I work
for an electric co-op, I too, sometimes
forget what it actually takes to be
able to enjoy those Thanksgiving
tim McCarthy
traditions… Cooking the turkey?
General Manager/Ceo
Well, it would take a while over an
open flame, so electricity is our method of choice for the bird.
That traditional football game on television? Again, possible
thanks to electricity. The infrastructure needed to bring power
from the generation plant to your home is incredible…but
there is another necessary component I want to make sure
to highlight during this Thanksgiving season and that is the
employees who make it all happen.
Sioux Valley Energy has more than 100 incredibly

dedicated employees who work day in and day out to serve
you—the member. We have engineers who help design the
system; dispatchers who answer your calls when the power
goes out; customer service representatives who help you with
your billing related questions; energy service specialists who
provide you with information on energy efficiency incentives
and programs; accountants who monitor the financial health
of the organization; human resource experts who make sure
that we hire and retain top notch employees; technicians who
serve a variety of support roles for engineering and operations;
IT specialists who keep our networks online and up to date;
and lineworkers who are out in the field every day making sure
the electric lines work. The list could go on and on, we have
experts in all sorts of areas--community relations, electrical
wiring, warehousing, metering, administrative assistance,
communications, load management, etc. I am proud of each
and every one of them because they have proven over and over
again that our members come first.
Join me in giving thanks for the more than 100 individuals
who serve Sioux Valley Energy’s 24,000 members!

THANK YOU SIOUx VALLEY ENERGY EMPLOYEES!
MICHAEL AMUNDSON
MARK ANDERSON
PAUL ANDERSON
DEB BARGER
BRUCE BARRICK
JIM BEYERS
DEBRA BIEVER
DAVID BORMANN
KIM BRENDSEL
KIMBERLY BROWN
SHAWN BRUNS
CODY BUNKERS
CHINELLE CHRISTENSEN
JAN CHRISTIANSEN
MATTHEW DETERMAN
TANNER DONELAN
DAN DOYLE
TIMOTHY DURST
STEVE DVERGSTEN
JAKE DYBEDAHL
TERRY EBRIGHT
JOSH ENTZEL
TIM FEY
DANA FOSTER
CODY FRITZ

REGGIE GASSMAN
MIKE GENGLER
JIM GEORGE
LORI GEORGE
SHEILA GROSS
RYAN GRUBER
LOREN HALGERSON
KIM HANSEN
SHARLA HAUGEN
STEVEN HAYES
SUSAN HILMOE
LUCAS HOFMAN
JEFF HUEBNER
RYAN HYLAND
DAVE JENSEN
LISA JOHNSON
BOB JOHNSON
TONI KRUGER
JIM KUYPER
CHAD LADE
GWEN LARSEN
CARRIE LAW
JODY LEBAHN
KARA LEBRUN
KEVIN LEIGHTON
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DEREK LOCKE
CASEY LOWE
PAUL MANTZ
TIM MCCARTHY
SARINA MCNAMARA
GREG MEYER
JUSTIN MOOSE
CRAIG NAMKEN
STEVE NEISES
LEANN NELSON
KATHY NEPP
MICHELE NIELSON
MICHAEL OINES
BILL O’LOUGHLEN
RYAN OLSON
DAVE OSSEFOORT
ELLIOT OSTERCAMP
RANDY OSWALD
GARTH PARK
JENNIE PATRICK
JANAE PHILLIPS
STACEY PIERCE
BEN PIERSON
TERRY PLECITY
TONY REMUND

JAGER RUS
JASON SAGE
PAUL SCHAMBER
BRENDA SCHELHAAS
DAWN SCHNEIDER
TIM SCHOOLMEESTER
TOM SEBERT
MATT SEIVERT
GREG SELKEN
PEGGY SIP
NICK SMITH
TED SMITH
KYLE THOMSON
ELIZA TUPA
MICHAEL UHING
BETTY VANDERWERFF
JAKE VANDEWATER
AMY VOELKER
JOAN WANGBERG
MICHELE WANNER
ROCH WATSON
BARB WESTOVER
CHAD WILLIAMS
MOLLY WILLIAMS
SANDY ZWART

Five Tips for Space
Heater Safety

By April Lollar,
APR, CCC

(USPS No. 497-440)

General Manager/CEO
Tim McCarthy
Editor-Carrie Law
Assistant Editor-Sheila Gross

As temperatures drop this winter, many will look for supplemental
heating sources for their homes. Space heaters can be a good alternative for
those who want to warm one area of their home without turning up the
thermostat on the central heating system. However, space heaters are also
responsible for 32 percent of house fires, according to the National Fire
Protection Association. If you are planning to use a space heater in your
home this winter, review these tips from Sioux Valley Energy to keep you,
your family and your property safe.
•

Materials – What are the components of your space heater made of?
Parts like metal grating can be hot to the touch and may burn anyone
who gets too close. Make sure you purchase a heater that is cool to the
touch and has guards over the coils just in case little fingers get too
close.

•

Placement - While it can be tempting to place a small heater on a
shelf so it is not in the way of pets and children, it is safest to leave the
heater on a level floor on a nonflammable surface. Keeping the space
heater on the floor can keep it from falling over, preventing fire haz
ards. Also, remember that space heaters and bathrooms are not a good
combination, unless the heater is designed for bathroom use. Moisture
can damage the heater. The most important rule about space heater
placement is the three-foot rule. Whether you are using the heater in
the bedroom, living room or kitchen, space heaters should always be
kept three feet away from flammable materials and out of the way of
children and pets.

•

Special Features – Does your space heater have an auto shutoff
function if tipped over? Auto shutoff can be a lifesaver. If you cur
rently own a space heater without auto shutoff, consider purchasing a
heater with this important safety feature.

•

Cords – You should never use an extension cord when plugging in
a space heater as it can cause overheating. The space heater should
be plugged directly into a wall outlet, and should be the only thing
plugged in to the wall outlet. Also make sure cords aren’t in a hightraffic area so
they are not
a tripping
hazard.

•

Use – Never
leave a heater
unattended
while in use.
If you are
leaving your
home or going
to bed, make
sure to unplug
the heater.
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Thanks Extended to
Space Heater Safety
Cooperative Advocates
In the past year, thousands of cooperative members in Min
nesota and South Dakota joined other cooperative members
across the country in telling the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) about concerns over the EPA’s proposed “Clean
Power Plan.” More than 1 million messages were sent in
through Action.coop and TellEPA.com because EPA’s actions
jeopardize rural America’s supply of safe, affordable and reliable
electricity.
EPA addressed a few con
cerns in its final rule. But the
rule still has serious flaws. It is
outside of EPA’s authority. It
will force electric co-ops to close power plants that consumers
should be able to rely on for decades to come. Most important
ly, without these plants, many co-op members will face higher
energy bills.
Even though the rule is final, electric cooperatives aren’t
giving up. Instead, cooperatives are filing suit, asking a federal
court to turn back this harmful rule. For more information
about this and how to stay involved, visit www.action.coop.

Kids’ Corner Safety Poster
“Turn off all lights before leaving the house.”

Kaityn Waring, 11 years old

Kaityn was 11 years old when she submitted this safety poster.
She is the daughter of Jeremy and Ramona Waring, Colton, S.D.
They are members of Sioux Valley Energy, Colman, S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric cooperative
(address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. All
entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents.
Colored drawings are encouraged.
4 D ecember 2015
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Heating equipment is the second leading cause of home
fires in the United States. More than 65,000 home fires are
attributed to heating equipment each year. These fire result in
hundreds of deaths, thousands of injuries and millions of dol
lars in property damage.
Portable electric space heaters can be a convenient source
of supplemental heat for your home in cold weather. Unfortu
nately, they can pose significant fire and electric shock hazards
if not used properly. Fire and electrical hazards can be caused
by space heaters without adequate safety features, space heaters
placed near combustibles, or space heaters that are improperly
plugged in.
Safety should always be a top consideration when using
space heaters. Here are some tips for keeping your home safe
and warm when it’s cold outside:
• Make sure your space heater has the label showing that it
is listed by a recognized testing laboratory.
• Before using any
space heater, read the
manufacturer’s in
structions and warn
ing labels carefully.
• Inspect heaters
for cracked or broken
plugs or loose con
nections before each
use. If frayed, worn or
damaged, do not use
the heater.
• Never leave a space heater unattended. Turn it off when
you’re leaving a room or going to sleep and don’t let pets or
children play too close to a space heater.
• Space heaters are only meant to provide supplemental heat
and should never be used to warm bedding, cook food, dry
clothing or thaw pipes.
• Install smoke alarms on every floor of your home and
outside all sleeping areas and test them once a month.
• Proper placement of space heaters is critical. Heaters must
be kept at least three feet away from anything that can burn,
including papers, clothing and rugs.
• Locate space heaters out of high traffic areas and doorways
where they may pose a tripping hazard.
• Plug space heaters directly into a wall outlet. Do not use
an extension cord or power strip, which could overheat and
result in a fire. Do not plug any other electrical devices into the
same outlet as the heater.
• Place space heaters on level, flat surfaces. Never place heat
ers on cabinets, tables, furniture or carpet, which can overheat
and start a fire.
• Always unplug and safely store the heater when it is not in
use.

Reader

recipes

Holiday Favorites
no Bake Fruit cake
1 pkg. small marshmallows
4 T. orange juice
4 dozen graham crackers,
about 3/4 lb.
1/4 tsp. cinnamon

Peanut Butter and Grape Trifle
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
1/8 tsp. cloves
3/4 cup broken walnuts
1 cup light seedless raisins
1 cup candied fruit

Butter pan or jelly roll mold lightly. Mix orange juice and
marshmallows in bowl; let stand until needed. Roll graham
crackers into fine crumbs. Combine crumbs, cinnamon,
nutmeg, cloves, walnuts, raisins and candied fruit. Add
orange juice/marshmallow mixture. Press firmly into pan or
mold. Chill 2 days. Keep in cool place. Need not keep in
refrigerator.
Rose Tucker, Hot Springs

No Bake Oreo Truffles
1 pkg. Doubled Stuffed Oreos
4 to 8 oz. cream cheese,
softened

Almond bark, either chocolate
or vanilla

Chop Oreos up finely in food processor or crush cookies in
a plastic resealable bag with a rolling pin. Save some of the
crushed Oreos for garnish. Using a spoon (or hands), mash
softened cream cheese and crushed Oreos until well combined.
Roll into 1-inch balls and place on parchment- or wax
paper-covered cookie sheet. Place in freezer for 15 minutes.
While balls are in the freezer, melt almond bark according to
directions. Take Oreos out of the freezer and dip into almond
bark. Place on parchment paper or wax paper. Garnish with
reserved Oreo crumbs. Let almond bark set and refrigerate.
Emily Luikens, Tea

choco-Mallow pizza
1 (12 oz.) pkg. real chocolate
chips
1 lb. white almond bark, divided
2 cups miniature marshmallows
1 cup Rice Krispies
1 cup peanuts

1 tsp. vegetable oil
1 (6 oz.) jar red maraschino
cherries, drained and halved
3 T. green maraschino cherries,
drained and quartered
1/3 cup coconut

Melt chocolate chips and 14 oz. almond bark in large
saucepan over low heat, stirring constantly; remove from
heat. Stir in marshmallows, cereal and peanuts. Pour on
greased 12-inch pizza pan. Top with cherries, sprinkle with
coconut. Melt remaining 2 oz. almond bark with oil over low
heat, stirring until smooth. Drizzle over coconut. Refrigerate
until firm. Store at room temperature. Can also be made in
the microwave.
Mary Jessen, Holabird

1 (16 oz.) container nonfat vanilla Greek yogurt 3 cups red seedless California grapes,
8 T. creamy peanut butter
plus more for garnish
2 T. honey
3 cups green seedless California grapes,
1 (8 oz.) container lite whipped topping,
plus more for garnish
divided
1/4 cup honey-roasted peanuts, chopped
1 (16 oz.) store-bought pound cake, sliced into
(optional garnish)
1-inch cubes
In medium bowl, stir together yogurt, peanut butter and honey until well combined.
Gently fold in half of whipped topping. Set aside. In clear glass trifle dish or bowl,
layer half each of pound cake cubes, peanut butter mixture, red grapes and green
grapes. Repeat layers a second time and top with remaining whipped topping.
Garnish with additional grapes (sliced in half ) if desired and chopped peanuts, if
desired. Makes 14 servings.
Nutrition information per serving (with peanuts): 313 calories; 15 g fat (5 g saturated
fat); 42% calories from fat; 8 g protein; 38 g carbohydrate; 1 g fiber; 73 mg cholesterol;
197 mg sodium; 206 mg potassium.
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Date pinwheels
1 cup butter or margarine
1-1/2 cups white sugar,
divided
1 cup brown sugar
3 eggs
4 cups flour

1 tsp. soda
1/2 tsp. salt
1 lb. dates, pitted
1/2 cup water
1 cup nuts

Cream together butter, 1 cup sugar and brown sugar. Add
sugar mixture to eggs and beat. Add flour, soda and salt.
Roll out to 1/2-inch thick. For filling, boil together dates,
1/2 cup sugar, water and nuts. Cool. Spread filling onto
dough. Roll up and refrigerate before slicing. Bake at 350°F.
for 10 to 12 minutes or until set.
Linda Rauscher, Aberdeen

Hot Fudge sauce
1/2 cup cream
1/4 cup brown sugar
4 tsp. butter
1/2 tsp. vanilla

1/4 tsp. salt
2.5 oz. bittersweet chocolate,
cut into pieces

Please send
your favorite soup and
bread/breakfast recipes
to your local
electric cooperative (address found on
Page 3). Each
recipe printed
will be entered
into a drawing for a prize
in June 2016.
All entries must
include your
name, mailing
address, telephone number
and cooperative
name.

In a small saucepan over medium-low heat, combine cream
and brown sugar, bringing to a simmer while whisking
occasionally. Add butter and whisk until melted; remove
from heat. Add chocolate, stirring until melted. Add vanilla
and salt. Cool slightly and serve warm over your favorite
ice cream. To store, transfer to an airtight container and
refrigerate.
Lynn Holzerland, Waubay
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2016 SVE District Meeting Schedule
Tuesday, February 2
District 8- Location: Luverne, MN
- Blue Mound Meeting &
Banquet Center
Thursday, February 4
District 7- Location: Harford, SD 
West Central School
Monday, February 8
District 5- Location: Colton, SD Taopi Hall
Tuesday, February 9
District 6- Location: Brandon, SD
- Brandon Valley High School
Thursday, February 11
District 10- Location: Edgerton,
MN - Edgerton Public School
Thursday, March 3
District 9- Location: Pipestone, MN - Pipestone Area High School
**Monday, March 7
District 2- Location: Volga, SD - Sioux Valley School
**Monday, March 14
District 3- Location: Flandreau, SD - William J. Janklow Community Center
**Tuesday, March 15
District 1- Location: White, SD - McKnight Hall
**Monday, March 21
District 4- Location: Madison,
SD - Madison High School
Commons
**Denotes Election Meetings
A complimentary dinner will be served beginning at
5:30 p.m. and the meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.
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Petition Deadlines for
Election Meetings:
District 2:
District 3:
District 1:
District 4:

January 7
January 14
January 15
January 21

Seeking Nominations for
‘Power and Hope’ Award
Do you know a Sioux Valley Energy member who
is making a difference in his/her community? If
so, nominate that individual for the fourth annual
‘Power and Hope’ award. This award will
recognize those who have been generous, selfless
and giving—someone who helps others expecting
nothing in return.
Finalists will be chosen from the cooperative’s
districts and recognized at their district meeting
which will take place in February or March.
Those finalists will then be recognized at the
Cooperative’s annual meeting in June. One finalist
will be chosen for the grand prize -- a $1,000
donation to the chairty of their choice (must be a
501c3). All finalists will receive a $100 donation
to the chairty of their choice as well.

Who is eligible to receive the Sioux Valley Energy Power and
Hope Award?
Nominees must be at least 13 years old. They must be a customer of
Sioux Valley Energy or live in the household of a Sioux Valley Energy
customer. Groups and organizations are not eligible for the award.
SVE employees, board members or their immediate family members
are not eligible to receive the award.
What is the deadline for nominations?
The deadline for nominations is January 1, 2016.
Where do I find a nomination application?
You can fill out an online nomination application from our website
(www.siouxvalleyenergy.com under the ‘MyCommunity tab’) or you
can call 800-234-1960 and request a nomination form be sent to you.
Who can I contact for more information?
You can contact Carrie Law through email at carrie.law@
siouxvalleyenergy.com or by phone at 800-234-1960.

$12,000 In Scholarships To Be Given Away
Sioux Valley Energy is offering $12,000 worth of scholarships
to eligible graduating high school seniors or first time attendees
at an institution of higher education. The application deadline
is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, January 8, 2016.
Applications will be judged on the basis of grades, ACT or
SAT test scores, work experience, school activities, volunteer
community service and an essay question.
The majority of the scholarship funding comes from
Operation Roundup® funds, with additional monies from Basin
Electric Power Cooperative and L&O Power Cooperative.
To be eligible you must:
• Be a graduating high school senior or first-time attendee
at an institution of higher education.
• Plan to be a full-time student in an accredited college or
vocational-technical school this fall.
• Be a child of a Sioux Valley Energy customer.
• Have a 3.0 or higher cumulative GPA.
• Provide a written recommendation from a teacher,
administrator or counselor.
• One winner per family/per year.
Applications are available from your school counselor, from
any Sioux Valley Energy service center (in Colman, Pipestone
and Brandon), on the web at:
http://www.siouxvalleyenergy.com/myCommunity/
Scholarship/index.html
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Nora Store
Holiday Harmonies Ring on Iowa Border

E
By
Mike Kjose

ach December, christmas carols flow out of
a carefully restored pipe organ at the Nora Store in
rural Union County in southeastern South Dakota.
For the past 25 years, Michael (Mike) Pedersen
has opened the doors to his Nora Store to anyone
that wanted to experience what Christmas really
represents.
It all began when Pedersen was given an old and
disassembled pipe organ many years ago.
“When I got it back to the store and had all the
pieces laid out on the floor, I thought ‘now what do
I do with it?’” Pedersen recalled.
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So Pedersen called some friends that he knew in
the organ business and were also really good at put
ting things together.
“They came over, looked at it and said looks like
it’s all here, we should be able to put it together and
it ought to work,” Pedersen continued.
In the fall of 1989, the group started working on
the organ as a long winter project and as time went
by, things started looking real promising. Then, one
evening while they were working, Pedersen got an
idea and told those helping him, “We need to hurry
this along!”

With surprise, the others said, “What’s the hurry?”
Michael responded with, “I want to share this
with the community and sing Christmas carols this
Christmas.”
That December, 26 years ago, was the first time
Pedersen shared his antique organ and the first song
played was “Jesus Loves Me.”
As he gazes upon the pipe organ, Pedersen says
he has no idea why he was blessed with this beauti
ful instrument or the ability to play it. But, what he
does know is that he wants to “share those blessings
with everyone that is willing to sing and celebrate
Christmas.”
When you come in the door, you are made to
feel very welcome. “Come in, Come in, Come in,”
Pedersen will greet visitors, adding “There’s no one
to impress here, just pick up one of the music books
and sing along.”
He continues to instruct visitors, “If you don’t
know the person you’re sitting with, you will before
the night is over!”
Pedersen rang in the 25th anniversary in 2014
by opening with that first song that started it all off:
‘Jesus Loves Me’.
He also loves a little crowd participation and had
different bells and horns on several chairs.
The people gathered join in ringing sleigh bells
to accompany songs such as “Jingle Bells,” one can
almost envision the one-horse open sleigh pulling
up to the front of the store.
The crowds overflow the store’s main room,
leaving many to stand on the building’s front porch
or the roofed overhang that is large enough to park
two vehicles (or vintage sleighs).
Youngsters take delight in getting to sit close to
Pedersen, with their eyes all wide-open, lit up and
sparkling as they watch him play.
A large potbelly stove adds warmth to the fes
tive gathering and the walls and ledges of the store
are adorned with holiday treasures, keepsakes and
Christmas decorations.
The experience combines to create a feeling of
what rural holiday gatherings must have been like
years ago when families, neighbors and friends
would gather together during this season to cel
ebrate the spirit of Christmas, to support each other
though their communities and in their homes. Each
year, this little community of five grows by 50 or
60 – and maybe more – for a couple weekends in
December, to celebrate and sing praise to the true
spirit and story behind Christmas.

Top: In 2014, guest musician Shawn Cable brought his accordion to accompany Mike
Pedersen on the pipe organ. Center photo: A local violinist also provided accompaniment
at a 2014 session. Below: The store’s front room fills to capacity quickly. Opposite Page:
Young and old gather for old-time Christmas fun at the Nora Store. Cover Photo:
The Nora Store sits at the corner of two paved roads at the intersection of 307th Street
and 475th Avenue in Union County, South Dakota, not far from the Iowa border.

nora store Holiday Gatherings
Nov. 27-29, Dec. 4-6, 11-13, Starting at 6:30 p.m.
Also there is an afternoon event from 1:30 to 4 p.m. on
Sundays (Nov. 29, Dec. 6 and Dec. 13)
cooperative connections • December 2015 9

Co-op Connections Partners with
Avera Heart Hospital
• Cholesterol and
Approximately 2,150 Americans die each day from heart
blood sugar check
disease, stroke and other cardiovascular diseases according to
• Carotid artery
the American Heart Association. That equates to one person
screening
every 40 seconds. Sioux Valley Energy is partnering with the
• Abdominal aortic
Avera Heart Hospital to provide a $5 discount on its ‘Planet
aneurysm screening
Heart’ screening.
• Peripheral artery disease screening
Every second counts when you experience a heart attack,
and proactive screening can save your life. Symptoms include:
Planet Heart Screenings are not covered by insurance.
• Chest discomfort that lasts more than a few minutes, or
To make an appointment for a Planet Heart screening call:
goes away and comes back
• Pain or discomfort in one or both arms, back, neck, jaw 1-877-AT-AVERA (1-877-282-8372).
or stomach
• Shortness of breath, light-headedness,
cold sweat, unexplained weakness, or
show your Co-op Connections Card and
nausea along with chest discomfort
As with men, women’s most common heart
attack symptom is chest pain or discomfort. But
they are more likely to experience other symp
toms such as:
• Shortness of breath
• Nausea/vomiting
• Back or jaw pain
If you experience any of these symptoms it’s
best to call 911 immediately. Remember, while
some heart attacks are sudden and intense, others
only cause mild pain or discomfort.
Individuals who have a strong family history
of heart disease, men age 40 or older and women
older than age 45 are all encouraged to have a
Planet Heart screening. Planet Heart is available
in twelve locations in the three state region of
South Dakota, Iowa and Minnesota. Locations
within the Sioux Valley Energy service territory
include: Sioux Falls, Madison, Dell Rapids,
Flandreau and Pipestone.
More than 19,000 people have had screen
ings through the Planet Heart program. Heart
and vascular screenings are available for the cost
of $50 each or $75 when you schedule them
together (SVE members must show their card
when they come in for the screening to be eli
gible for the $5 discount). The value of just the
heart check is $800.
What is included in a Heart and Vascular
Check?
• Calcium Score CT - crucial to early
detection of heart disease
• Blood pressure
• BMI (body mass index)
10 December 2015 • Cooperative ConneCtions

receive $5 discount on screenings

A WHO LE NEW WO RLD IN HEART HEALTH

A HEART AND VASCULAR RISK REDUCTION CLINIC

A

Offering two screenings designed to
identify heart and vascular disease.

O
id

HEART CHECK: $50
(over an $800 value)

H
(o

Calcium score CT - crucial to early
detection of heart disease
Blood pressure
BMI (Body Mass Index)
Cholesterol and blood sugar check
Education and risk assessment with
an expert cardiovascular team
Diet quality index
Brief tobacco cessation and
nutrition counseling (as needed)

VASCULAR CHECK: $50

Offering three tests designed to detect the
conditions of vascular disease. If detected
early, treating vascular disease lowers
your risk of stroke, heart disease
and other complications.
Carotid artery screening
Abdominal aortic
aneurysm screening
Peripheral artery
disease screening

V
Call 1-877-AT-AVERA
(1-877-282-8372) to
schedule your heart or
vascular check today!

O
co
e
yo
an

AveraHeartHospital.org

GET BOTH CHECKS FOR $75

G
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Energy Assistance Farm Safety
SVE serves a tasty
Agencies
safety message at
Are you struggling to pay your electric bill? There are several
agencies in each county within Sioux Valley Energy’s service territory
that may provide assistance to members who are struggling to pay their
utility bill. Below you will find contact information for assistance
agencies:

Minnehaha County
•
•
•
•
•
•

LIEAP, Low Income Energy Assistance Program 1-800-233-8503
Minnehaha County Human Services 1-605-367-4217
Minnehaha Community Outreach 1-605-331-3935
Salvation Army 1-605-338-5005
Sioux Falls Interlakes Community Action 1-605-334-2808
First Call For Help 211

•
•
•
•
•

LIEAP, Low Income Energy Assistance Program 1-800-233-8503
Brookings County Human Services 1-605-696-8260
Brookings County Interlakes Community Action 1-605-692
6391
My Neighbor 1-605-691-3225
First Call For Help 211

•
•
•
•

LIEAP, Low Income Energy Assistance Program 1-800-233-8503
Interlakes Community Action 1-605-256-6518
Lake County Welfare 1-605-256-7619
First Call For Help 211

•
•
•
•

LIEAP, Low Income Energy Assistance Program 1-800-233-8503
Moody County Interlakes Community Action 1-605-997-2824
Tribal Office 1-605-997-3891
First Call For Help 211

•
•
•
•
•

Southwestern MN Opportunity Council 1-800-658-2444
Southwest Health and Human Services 1-507-825-5024
The Salvation Army HeatShare 1-800-456-4483
MN Department of Energy Services 1-800-657-3710
United Way 211

•
•
•
•
•

Southwestern MN Opportunity Council 1-800-658-2444
Southwest Health and Human Services 1-507-283-5066
The Salvation Army HeatShare 1-800-456-4483
MN Department of Energy Services 1-800-657-3710
United Way 211

Brookings County

Lake County

Moody County

local elevators

Every year during harvest season, farm
equipment becomes tangled in overhead electric
lines. Sioux Valley Energy spent this harvest season
reminding farmers delivering grain to local elevators to
be aware of their surroundings.
The cooperative’s energy services department headed
out to local elevators to serve doughnuts to farmers
and remind them to stay safe this harvest season. SVE
employees, Jennie Patrick, Susan Hilmoe, Sheila Gross
and Paul Mantz visited dozens of elevators and handed
out over 1,000 packages of doughnut holes.
Augers and spray booms will often be the culprits
of contact with overhead lines. The National Electrical
Safety Code specifies the minimum clearances that are
required to be maintained between power lines and
grain bins/storage facilities. There are various factors
which have to be identified to determine the actual
distance required between the power lines and the
grain bins.
Changes to landscaping and drainage work can also
affect clearance heights of power lines. If you have any
questions or have done any of this type of work around
your grain handling facilities, call Sioux Valley Energy.
The co-op will check if the final distance between the
power lines and the grain bins/storage is sufficient
High-voltage power lines are not insulated, so it’s
important to remember to maintain an adequate highwire clearance when using a portable auger, conveyor
or elevator to fill your grain bin.
When moving equipment, such as a hopper or a
scaffold--be aware of nearby power lines. Remember to
maintain a 10-foot clearance to ensure safety.

pipestone County

rock County
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Before the Storm
L

ong before the winter winds howl and ice

By
Brenda Kleinjan

and sleet accumulate, electric cooperatives are pre
paring and doing what they can to make sure they
are ready to respond in case Mother Nature decides
to knock out your power.
For cooperatives, it’s a multi-layer preparation,
from ensuring employees are available when bad
weather is predicted to testing poles to ensure that
they are in good condition to addressing potential
problem areas caused by trees and other vegetation
growing too closely to lines.

timing is everything
Cooperatives staff key personnel to make sure
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that they are available nights and weekends to
quickly respond to outages and problems. At times
when particularly bad weather is predicted, ad
ditional crews will be asked to stay in the area for
quick response. And, as many a spouse of a line
worker will attest, if a storm rolls in, family vaca
tions and visits are often shortened so that all hands
are on deck to restore power quickly.
And when damage is widespread, cooperatives
rely on mutual aid agreements they have with
neighboring cooperatives, other cooperatives in the
state and even those in surrounding states. And,
when storm damage is massive, crews will travel
from several states away to assist with repairs.

Look out for that tree
Trees may seem harmless on a calm, sunny day. But add a
bit of wind or ice on a stormy night and those towering pillars
may threaten your home’s electric supply.
Every storm, a good portion of line damage is caused by
wire breaks from trees and tree branches falling into the lines.
Electricity interruptions can occur when branches break
and fall across power lines, or when trees tumble onto power
lines. When strong winds blow, limbs growing too close to
power lines may sway and touch wires. These momentary
power disruptions (commonly called “blinks” or ‘blips”) aren’t
just mild annoyances – they can damage computers and other
sensitive electronic equipment and leave digital clocks flashing.
And then there’s arcing – when electricity uses a nearby tree as
a path to the ground. That action poses hazards to anyone in
the vicinity and could spark a fire.
Most cooperatives employ a proactive tree-trimming pro
gram to cut back branches that may cause problems with the
lines.
the strong silent type
Wood poles battle a wide
array of adversaries: acidic
soil in the Midwest, heavy
moisture in the South, and
woodpeckers in the MidAtlantic. Utilities generally
inspect poles on a 10- to 12
year cycle to identify potential
problems.
Poles age differently
depending on region, so RUS
divided the nation into five
decay zones. Poles in Zone 1
– Idaho, Montana, Wyoming,
Utah, Nevada, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, and portions
of Alaska, Nebraska, South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, and
Texas – face the lowest risk of decay, while Zone 5 poles in
Louisiana, Florida, Hawaii, and the coastal regions of Alabama,
Mississippi, Georgia, South Carolina, and Virginia sustain the
highest risk. Utilities generally replace 2 to 3 percent of aging
and decaying poles every year.
Natural decay, storm damage, and bird and bug attacks
aren’t the only concerns. People shorten a pole’s lifespan, too.
Several cooperatives use pole testing processes to identify
potential weakened poles and replace them.
ready with a plan
In addition to the above, cooperatives also have Emergency
Response Plans in place which are reviewed and updated.
These plans cover a multitude of scenarios and contain infor
mation on topics from emergency contact numbers to lodging
options for outside crews.

Be Ready for Winter
Weather and Extreme Cold
While the danger from winter weather varies across the country,
nearly all Americans, regardless of where they live, are likely to face some
type of severe winter weather at some point in their lives. That could mean
snow or subfreezing temperatures, as well as strong winds or even ice or
heavy rain storms. One of the primary concerns is the winter weather’s
ability to knock out heat, power and communications services to your
home or office, sometimes for days at a time.

prepare for Winter Weather
x Make sure your home is well insulated and that you have weather
stripping around your doors and window sills to keep the warm air inside.
y Familiarize yourself with the terms that are used to identify winter
weather.
z Freezing Rain creates a coating of ice on roads and walkways.
a Sleet is rain that turns to ice pellets before reaching the ground.
Sleet also causes roads to freeze and become slippery.
b Winter Weather Advisory means cold, ice and snow are expected.
c Winter Storm Watch means severe
weather such as heavy snow or ice is possible in
the next day or two.
d Winter Storm Warning means severe
winter conditions have begun or will begin very
soon.
e Blizzard Warning means heavy snow and
strong winds will produce a blinding snow, near
zero visibility, deep drifts and life-threatening
wind chill.
f Frost/Freeze Warning means below freez
ing temperatures are expected.
g Thoroughly check and update your
family’s emergency supply kit before winter
approaches.
h Include adequate clothing and blankets to
keep you warm.
i If you have a car, fill the gas tank in case you have to leave.
j Visit NOAA for more weather-related information.
Make a plan
k Plan to stay inside and make it on your own, at least for a period
of time.
l If you have a wood burning fire place, consider storing wood to
keep you warm if winter weather knocks out your heat.
stay informed
m Listen to NOAA Weather Radio to stay informed of winter weather
watches and warnings.
n Also monitor commercial radio, television and the Internet. For
a full description of what to listen for, and an explanation of different
weather terms, refer to the NWS guide.
o Keep in mind that during a severe winter storm it could be hours, or
even days, before emergency personnel are able to reach you.
For more information go to: http://www.ready.gov/winter-weather
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regional Dateline

November 20-January 10
Winter Wonderland, Falls Park
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-275-6060
November 21
Annual Buffalo Auction
Buffalo Corrals on Wildlife
Loop Road, Custer, SD
605-255-4515
November 21-22
37th Annual Winterfest
Civic Arena, Aberdeen, SD
605-626-7081
November 26
Visitor Center Closed
Pipestone National
Monument, Pipestone, MN
507-825-5464 Ext: 210
November 27
Uptown Holiday Lighted
Parade, 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.
Watertown, SD, 605-886-3040
November 27-28 and
December 12, 19, 20 and 23
1880 Train Holiday Express
Hill City, SD, 605-574-2222
November 28
Greater Madison Area Show
and Sell, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Madison, SD, 605-256-2454
November 28
Holiday Celebration and
Winter Market, 1 to 6 p.m.
Rapid City, SD, 605-716-7979

Events of Special Note
November 24-December 26
Christmas at the Capitol
8 a.m. to 10 p.m., Pierre, SD
605-773-3178

Photo by Chad CoPPeSS, Sd dePartment of touriSm

November 20
Lighted Parade and Chili
Cook-Off, 6 to 9 p.m.
Sisseton, SD, sissetonchamber
@venturecomm.net

December 5
Winterfest, Arts and Craft Show,
Luverne Public Schools
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Luverne, MN

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

November 28
Tonic Sol Fa Holiday Show
8 p.m., Although they are
simply four voices and a
tambourine, Tonic Sol Fa has
spent considerable time on the
road carving their niche as the
nation’s top vocal group. In the
midst of touring, this quartet
has been named one of the
top five “must see” groups in
America, has been awarded
numerous original song and
album awards in pop, gospel
and holiday genres, appeared
on NBC’s Today Show and in
the pages of Newsweek
magazine, Palace Theatre
Luverne, MN
www.palacetheatre.us or
www.facebook.com/palacetheatreluv

December 3
Christmas with the Celts
8 to 9:30 p.m., Deadwood, SD
605-559-1187

November 28-29
Holidazed and Confused
Comedy Show, Mobridge, SD
605-845-2500

December 6
Hometown Christmas
Hartford, SD, 605-941-4297

December 4-6, 11, 13
Mystery of the Season, Opland
Singers, Dec. 4, 5, 11 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 6, 13 3 p.m., Performing
Arts Center, Pipestone, MN
507-825-2020 or 877-7222787
December 4-5, 10-12, 17-19
Strawbale Winery Twilight
Flights 2015, 5 to 10 p.m.
Renner, SD, 605-543-5071
December 5
Breakfast with Santa, 8 a.m. to
1 p.m., Sioux Falls, SD
605-367-7003

December 12
Christmas at the Palace
7 p.m. Christmas at the Palace
is a holiday tradition. The
concert originated in 1986
when BMAT board members
suggested having choirs
from all of the local churches
perform their Christmas music
at the Palace. Admission is a
canned good for the local food
shelf. This concert has been a
favorite for many years!
December 25
Visitor Center Closed
Pipestone National
Monument, Pipestone, MN
507-825-5464 Ext: 210
January 30
Central Valley Struttin’
Gobblers 11th Annual NWTF
Banquet, Community Center
Humboldt, SD, 605-610-6896
or 605-941-4297

