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Manager

Column

Winter Safety is Something We All
Should Plan for

Tim McCarthy
General Manager/CEO

We know how wild winters
can be here in the Northern
Plains! It took me a few years
to get used to it but now that I
have my down coat and boots,
I’m ready for anything! Being
prepared for winter weather
doesn’t have to be hard…it just
takes some planning. Sioux
Valley Energy works diligently
to keep your power on 24/7
but in reality, sometimes things
happen—Mother Nature, critters, equipment failure, etc.
When faced with those outages
during the cold winter months,

are you prepared?
On occasion, major storms can impact power for days at
a time. It is imperative that you have a plan if that would
happen. If you do not have a place to stay when your power
goes out, it’s important to invest in a generator. However, you
need to make sure you connect it safely to the electric system.
If you have questions on installation, give us a call and we can
step you through the process.
Ready.Gov also offers this additional advice when preparing
for potential winter storms:
• Make an emergency kit for at least three days of selfsufficiency.
• Make sure your home is well insulated and that you have
weather stripping around your doors and window sills to
keep the warm air inside.
• Make sure you have working carbon monoxide and smoke
detectors.
• Keep fire extinguishers on hand, and make sure everyone
in your house knows how to use them. House fires pose
an additional risk, as more people turn to alternate heating
sources without taking the necessary safety precautions.
• Learn how to shut off water valves (in case a pipe bursts).
• Insulate your home by installing storm windows or
covering windows with plastic from the inside to keep
cold air out.
• Hire a contractor to check the structural ability of the roof
to sustain unusually heavy weight from the accumulation
of snow - or water, if drains on flat roofs do not work.
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If you have a wood burning fireplace, consider storing
wood to keep you warm if winter weather knocks out
your heat. Also, make sure you have your chimney
cleaned and inspected every year.
Have at least one of the following heat sources in case the
power goes out:
• Extra blankets, sleeping bags and warm winter
coats
• Fireplace or wood-burning stove with plenty of
dry firewood, or a gas log fireplace

Vehicle winter safety should also be a consideration. Each year
we hear about someone who wasn’t planning for a storm and
got stranded on the side of the road and are put into a life and
death situation. Don’t let that be you. Here are more safety
guidelines from Ready.Gov:
• Fully winterize your vehicle: Have a mechanic check
antifreeze, brakes, heater and defroster, tires, and
windshield wipers to ensure they are in good shape. Keep
your gas tank at least half full.
• Keep an extra emergency kit specifically created for your
car. In addition to the basic essentials, ice scraper, extra
blanket, sand for traction and jumper cables.
• Rock salt or more environmentally safe products to melt
ice on walkways.
• Sand to improve traction.
• Make sure you have a cell phone with an emergency
charging option (car, solar, hand crank, etc.) in case of a
power failure.
We will do our best to keep the lights on, but our focus in on
your safety. When it comes to winter weather—be smart and
be prepared. I hope these lists will help you plan for a winter
weather storm. We will just keep our fingers crossed you’ll
never have to use it!
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Snowbulance
Joins Brookings Fire
Department Fleet
Snow won’t stop the Brookings Fire Department from saving a life thanks to a
new addition to their fleet. A recently added piece of equipment called a ‘Snowbulance’ will be used to transport people, medicine, food and equipment in extreme
weather conditions when regular vehicles are unable to be used. Sioux Valley
Energy’s Operation Round Up program donated $1,500 towards the Brookings
‘Snowbulance’.
The specialized piece of equipment will also help during non-winter months.
According to the Fire Department the skis can be replaced with wheels and be
pulled behind an ATV to reach difficult areas.
Volunteer firefighters raised the money to purchase the ‘Snowbulance’ and feel
as though it will be helpful specifically in rural incidents where there may be severe
storms, power outages or farm related situations.
Nearly $1.5-Million has been awarded to worthy causes since the year 2000.
Over 75 percent of Sioux Valley Energy members and employees take part in
Operation Round Up. The concept is easy, participating members “round-up” their
electric bills and the difference of the amount is placed in a trust which is governed
by an independent Board.

Subscription information: Electric cooperative members
devote not more than 50 cents from their monthly electric
payments for a subscription. Non-member subscriptions are
available for $12 annually. Periodicals Postage Paid at Colman,
SD 57017 and at additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
PO Box 216, Colman, SD 57017.
How to contact us:
Phone: 1-800-234-1960
e-mail: sve@siouxvalleyenergy.com
Website: www.siouxvalleyenergy.com
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program
complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any
USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form.
You may also write a letter containing all of the information
requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form
or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442
or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Sioux Valley Energy’s headquarters, Colman, S.D.

Pictured: Brookings Fire Chief, Darrell Hartman stands in front of the Department’s new ‘Snowbulance’
with Debra Biever, SVE Director of Customer and Employee Relations.
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Safety

Matters

Holiday Electrical Safety
Make Safety the First Item on Your List

Kidsʼ Corner Safety Poster
“Don’t do it!”

The Electrical Safety Authority (ESA) offers the following tips to help
keep you and your family safe from electrical hazards when buying and
installing holiday lighting and decorations.

Light up safely over the holidays:
• Choose the right light for the job: light strings and other decorations
are rated for indoor or outdoor use. Read the package instructions and
never exceed the recommended wattage.
• Replace damaged electrical products (cords, plugs, ornaments).
• Avoid plugging too many lights and decorations into an outlet. Overloaded circuits can overheat and start a fire.
• Buy holiday decorations that have the mark of an accredited certification agency on the package.
• Once the package is opened, remember to check for the appropriate
approval sticker appearing on the cord for products incorporating light
strings.
Extension Cords/Plugs:
• Avoid overloading circuits with plugs and extension cords – this can
create overheating and result in a fire. Fuses that frequently blow and
circuits that trip can indicate too many items are connected to the circuit.
• Never remove the third prong on plugs – this “grounding pin” prevents shock in the event of electrical equipment failure.
• Plug outdoor electrical decorations into Ground Fault (GFCI)-protected outlets.
• Don’t run extension cords under carpets, through doorways or in
places where they can be damaged by furniture
• Keep outdoor connections above-ground and out of puddles; don’t
run them across driveways and/or walkways.
Installing Decorations:
• No more than three light strings can be safely connected together in
most cases – read manufactures’ instructions for directions.
• Make sure bulbs don’t touch supply cords, wires, cloth, paper or any
material that’s not part of the light string.
• Use the proper clips for securing lights and decorations. Staples and
nails can damage electrical cords.
• Check for overhead power lines before using a ladder to put up decorations or when you’re hanging lights or decorations on trees.
• Holiday decorations aren’t designed for year-round use and can deteriorate over time. Take them down when the holidays are over.
Remember to:
• Watch that children don’t put electrical decorations or cords in their
mouths.
• Keep an eye on pets that may chew or damage electrical cords.
• Turn off holiday lights and decorations when you leave the house or
go to bed.
Source: esasafe.com
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Kimberly Messmer, 8 years old
Kimberly is the daughter of Perry and Mabell Messmer, Whitewood, S.D. They are members of Butte
Electric Cooperative, Newell, S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local
electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is
published, youʼll receive a prize. All entries must include your
name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents.
Colored drawings are encouraged.

Every Second Counts:

Plan 2 Ways Out!™

Every Second Counts

Plan 2 Ways Ou

How fast does fire move? Very fast. You could have less than
2 minutes to get out safely once the smoke alarm sounds.
7 steps to practicing your escape plan
1

How fast does fire move? Very fast. You could have les
23 minutes to get out safely
once the smoke alarm sound
4

2

7 steps to practicing your escape plan
1

Draw a map of your
home. Include all
doors and windows.

Find two ways out of
every room.

5

TEST

Make sure doors
Draw
a map
and windows
are
notof your
home. Include all
blocked.
doors and windows.

For more information about escape planning, visit:
www.usfa.fema.gov and www.nfpa.org.

3

Choose an outside
Find two
ways out
meeting
place
in of
front
every room.
of your home.

Make sure doors
and windows are not
blocked.

5

6
Push
the test
button to
sound the
smoke
alarm.

2

Practice
your drill
with
everyone
in the
home.

TEST

Push
the test
button to
sound the
smoke
alarm.

6

7
Get
outside
to your
meeting
place.

For more information about escape planning, visit:
www.usfa.fema.gov and www.nfpa.org.

Click here to
add image.

For more tips on planning for disasters,
go to www.bready.sd.gov.
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Choose an
meeting pla
of your

7
Practice
your drill
with
everyone
in the
home.

Click here
add imag

Reader

Recipes

Holiday
Favorites
Chocolate Fudge

Can’t Fail Caramels
2 cups sugar
1 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1 cup light corn syrup
1 cup heavy cream

1 cup milk
1 cup butter or margarine
4 tsp. vanilla

Combine first 6 ingredients. Cook slowly, stirring constantly
to 248°F. or when small quantity dropped in cold water
forms a firm ball; remove from heat. Add vanilla. Pour into
a greased 8x8x2-inch pan; cool. When firm, place on board
and cut into squares. Wrap each square in waxed paper.
Judy Jensen, Langford

Church Window Cookies
1 (12 oz.) pkg. chocolate chips
1 pkg. colored miniature
marshmallows

1 stick butter
1 small pkg. chopped walnuts
Coconut

Melt together chocolate chips and butter; let cool until
barely warm. In a large bowl, mix together marshmallows
and walnuts. Add chocolate mixture and stir. Pour half of
mixture onto a piece of foil sprinkled with coconut. Shape
into log by rolling in coconut. Wrap and refrigerate until set.
Repeat with other half of mixture. Unwrap to slice.
Donna Holland, Sioux Falls

Krazy Corn
1 bag hulless puff corn
1/2 cup butter
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup corn syrup

1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1/2 tsp. baking soda

Place puff corn in a large roaster pan. Bring to a boil butter,
brown sugar, corn syrup and salt. Boil on low 5 minutes
without stirring; remove from heat. Stir in vanilla and
baking soda. Pour over puff corn. Bake at 250°F. for 1 hour,
stirring every 15 minutes. Spread out onto wax paper to cool.
Alana Neville, Milesville

Cowboy Christmas Biscuits

1 (8 oz.) pkg. semi-sweet baking
chocolate
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened

3 cups confectionersʼ sugar
1 T. McCormick® Pure Vanilla Extract
1/2 cup toasted chopped walnuts

Line an 8-inch square pan with foil, allowing foil to extend over sides
of pan. Spray with no stick cooking spray. Melt chocolate as directed
on package. Beat cream cheese in large bowl with electric mixer until
smooth. Gradually beat in sugar on low speed until well blended. Add
melted chocolate and vanilla; mix well. Stir in chopped nuts. Spread
evenly in prepared pan. Refrigerate at least 1 hour or until firm. Use foil
to lift out of pan onto cutting board. Cut into 25 squares or triangles.
Store in refrigerator.
Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 155, Total Fat 7g,
Sodium 29mg, Cholesterol 10mg, Carbohydrates 21g, Dietary Fiber 1g,
Protein 2g
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Mystery Bars
40 soda crackers
1 cup butter or margarine

1 cup packed brown sugar
2 cups milk chocolate chips

Line a 15-in. x 10-in. x 1-in. baking pan with foil and
coat with cooking spray. Place crackers in rows on foil. In
a saucepan, melt butter; add brown sugar and bring to a
boil. Boil for 3 minutes. Pour over crackers and spread until
completely covered. Bake at 350°F. for 5 minutes or until
crackers float and bubble. Spread chocolate chips over hot
bars. Let set for a minute. Spread the chocolate evenly. Cut
while still warm.
Verna Nelson, Wakonda

Indoor S’mores
2/3 cup light corn syrup
2 T. butter
1 (12 oz.) pkg. real milk
chocolate chips
1 tsp. vanilla

1 (10 oz.) pkg. Golden Grahams
cereal (about 8 cups)
3 cups miniature
marshmallows

Gently stir together the first 3 ingredients just enough to
moisten. Melt butter in bottom of a 9x13-inch pan. Pat
dough out in pan. Before baking, cut into 12 to 15 biscuit
squares. Bake at 425°F. for 15 to 20 minutes. Serve warm.

Butter a 9x13-inch baking pan. In a 3-quart saucepan, heat
corn syrup, butter and chocolate chips just to boiling, stirring
constantly; remove from heat. Stir in vanilla. Pour over cereal
in large mixing bowl; toss quickly until completely coated
with chocolate. Fold in marshmallows, 1 cup at a time. Press
mixture evenly in pan with back of buttered spoon. Let stand
until firm, at least 1 hour. Cut into 1-1/2 inch squares –
makes approximately 48 squares.

Jane Ham, Rapid City

Carlene Barber, Pierre

4 cups Bisquick
1 cup cultured sour cream

1 cup 7-Up
1/2 cup butter

Please send
your favorite
soup, brunch
and seafood
recipes to your
local electric
cooperative
(address found
on Page 3).
Each recipe
printed will be
entered into
a drawing
for a prize in
June 2018. All
entries must
include your
name, mailing
address, telephone number
and cooperative name.
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Energy Makeover
Contest
“12 MONTH CHALLENGE TO
SAVE MONEY AND WIN BIG”

YOU COULD BE A WINNER! The Energy Makeover Contest gives you twelve
chances to win valuable prizes to enhance efficiency and conservation efforts in your
home or business. Each month we will focus on a new topic to help you learn how
little changes can help you save big!
The information gathered will help Sioux Valley Energy continue to educate our
members about energy saving practices, safety, and to ensure the programs we offer
meet your needs.
CHALLENGE MONTH THREE – UNWRAP WINTER SAVINGS
The holidays are fast approaching and the snowflakes will be too. It’s that time of year
when we bundle up and kick on the furnace. Heating a home typically accounts for
about 48% of your utility bill. Take the challenge this month and use the checklist to
unwrap some winter savings this holiday season.
• Maintain your heating system. Schedule maintenance services for your heating
system to ensure it is operating safely and efficiently.
• Check your furnace filter. Be sure to clean or replace your heating and cooling system’s air filter. At a minimum, change the
filter every three months. A dirty filter clogs the system making it work harder to keep you warm.
• Set your thermostat as low as comfortable. Turning your thermostat down just a couple degrees can save you money. The
Department of Energy recommends 68 degrees Fahrenheit to boost energy savings. If your home is vacant most of the day,
you may want to consider a programmable thermostat to help your conservation efforts. It can reduce your usage as much
as 10% by automatically turning down temperatures 10 to 15 degrees for 8 hours a day. Choose a programmable thermostat
that is appropriate for your type of heating system and read the instructions to ensure you get the optimal benefit based on
the efficiency of your equipment.
• Take advantage of heat from the sun. Open your curtains during the day to allow sunlight to naturally heat your home and
close them at night to reduce the chill from the cold windows.
ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A NEST WIFI LEARNING THERMOSTAT VALUED AT $250! Please complete the entry
below and mail to Sioux Valley Energy, Energy Makeover Contest, PO Box 216, Colman, SD 57017. The entry is also available
online at www.siouxvalleyenergy.com. One entry per member. Challenge Month Two entry must be received by DECEMBER
31 to be eligible for the drawing.
*WATCH FOR NEXT MONTH’S CHALLENGE AND ENTER TO WIN ANOTHER VALUABLE PRIZE!*

CHALLENGE MONTH THREE – UNWRAP WINTER SAVINGS
Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_______________ Zip:_______________________________________________
Account Number: ______________________ Phone Number:_____________________ Email:_________________________
How often do you replace your furnace filter? ________________________________________
Do you schedule regular maintenance on your heating equipment?

Yes_____

No_____

Why would you like to win the NEST WIFI Learning Thermostat? ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
I would like more information on:
□Sealing/Insulation Guide □Heat pump rebate □Residential LED program □Commercial/Ag LED program □Weatherization
Program □Yard Light rebate □Marathon Water Heater □Energy Audit □Electric Heat Rate □Electric Car Charging Rate □Time
of Use Rate □Energy Tips

Co-op Connections

SPOTLIGHT

by Sheila Gross

Bagel Boy - Sioux Falls, SD
Contact: 605-201-7123 / bagelboy@sio.midco.net / bagelboySF.com /
Co-op Connection Card Deal: Free small fountain pop or small brewed coffee with any
purchase
Bagel Boy is home of Sioux Falls’ only scratch-made, kettle-boiled, authentic New York style bagels.
Baked fresh all-day long, their bagels are perfect for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Bagel Boy has a
full menu of bagel sandwiches, soups, salads, specialty drinks, and more. The bagels are a healthy
choice as well, with most having less than 1g of fat. The restaurant also has a full coffee bar. Mike
and Brenda Dinsmore have owned Bagel Boy since the year 2000 and say their focus is on customer
service.
Sparkle Uniform- Sioux Falls, SD
Contact: 605-332-4749 / sparkleuniform.com
Co-op Connection Card Deal: 15% off uniforms, lab coats and scrubs
Sparkle Uniform was the first uniform store in the nation. Owner, Angela Stallinga
says they have the largest selection of different brands of uniforms to choose from.
The knowledgable and helpful staff is what makes Sparkle Uniform special. Stallinga
says their goal is to uniform its customers with the most comfortable and best fitting
uniform, lab coat and shoes. They strive to keep the customer coming back.

Pizza Ranch - Madison and Dell Rapids, SD
Contact: 605-256-3333 / bernard.beth@yahoo.com / https://www.facebook.com/PizzaRanchMadison/
Co-op Connection Card Deal: Any 2 large pizzas- $9 each - carry out only; $1 off buffet
The Madison and Dell Rapids Pizza Ranch offers customers a wide variety of pizzas, appetizers, broasted
chicken and a great salad bar. Owners, Tom and Beth Bernard says their goal is to provide great service
and products, going beyond the expectations of their customers. Dine in, take out, delivery all available
seven days a week. The pizza buffet is available for lunch and dinner.
Heartland Funeral Home- Brandon, SD
Contact: 605-582-5822 / www.heartlandfunerals.com /
Co-op Connection Card Deal: $500 discount off any traditional funeral
service or pre-paid traditional plan
Heartland Funeral Home promises dignity, respect and sensitivity for every
person in every circumstance. They serve the Sioux Falls area. Owner, Todd V.
Winkel, says wealth doesn’t determine someone’s worth in life or death. Neither
should the cost of a funeral determine the dignity and respect afforded a loved
one when it is time to say “good-bye”.
River Oak Limousine - Brandon, SD
Contact: 605-359-6129 / riveroaklimo@alliancecom.net /
http://www.riveroaklimousine.com
Co-op Connection Card Deal: 10% Off -- Not good
with other offers
River Oak Limousine service is a small, locally owned
business established back in 2011. They strive to provide
reliable and safe transportation at reasonable rates throughout Eastern South Dakota, Western Minnesota and Northwest Iowa.
Owners, Randy and Kyla Meyer, say their goal is to treat everyone extremely well and to make them feel special while they are riding
in style.
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Sing a New Song

Christmas on the Prairie Brings Melodies to December Event

F

Brenda Kleinjan

or one afternoon each December, the population of Hoven, S.D., (population 408) swells as
upwards of 1,000 people gather for the Christmas
on the Prairie Concert.
Attendees listen to the soaring high notes and
the trembling low tones that reverberate throughout the 96-year-old building as the South Dakota
Symphony Orchestra joins with choirs and soloists
for a memorable musical journey.
The concert has been held since 2003 at Hoven’s
St. Anthony of Padua Church, which is also known
as the Cathedral on the Prairie.
According to a South Dakota Department of
Tourism press release about the landmark, Saint
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Anthony’s ‘Cathedral of the Prairie,’ located in
Hoven, S.D., was completed in 1921 at a cost of
$250,000. The value of the church was estimated
at $20 million in 2011. The church, believed to be
patterned after churches typically found in Bavaria,
boasts an intricate and ornate design that rivals any
church for miles.
The nave seats more than 1,000 people, and the
church is listed on the National Register of Historic Places under the original parish name of St.
Bernard’s.
One can see the church’s spires from miles
away in north central South Dakota. (The town of
Hoven lies on the border of Potter and Walworth

Photos by Chad Coppess/South Dakota Tourism

counties, northeast of Gettysburg and southeast of Selby.)
The 2017 concert will be the 14th annual
pre-Christmas concert and will be held at 3
p.m. on Dec. 3. This year’s offering is titled
‘Hope is Born Emmanuel’ with narration
based on Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.”
The performance will feature the South
Dakota Symphony Orchestra conducted by
Thomas Fortner and two choirs: the Regional
All-Faiths Festival Choir directed by Michael
Coyne and Northern State University’s Chamber Singers directed by Dr. Timothy Woods.
Musical performances will include professional soloist Juan Ahumada along with guest
soloist Lilly Karrer. The entire program will be
narrated by Darrel Fickbohm.
Ahumada is a tenor originally from Sioux
City who will be singing with the Metropolitan Opera in January. Karrer, from Saint
Louis, Mo., has ties to the area as her grandparents live in Hoven.
Proceeds from the concert help with the
maintenance of the church building, said
choral coordinator Mary Lou Keller.
“It’s a constant thing. There is one section
that needs to be repaired. It’s a big job to keep
it up,” Keller said, noting that about 250
families are affiliated with the church.
Keller noted that the church was restored
in the 1980s with 20,000 volunteer hours
spent washing and restenciling the church.
“Without the volunteers, it would have
cost us millions,” she said.
That volunteer spirit helps keep the Christmas concert going.
“There are a lot of volunteers in Hoven,”
Keller noted. From the members of the choir,
to the community members serving the post
concert gala at the Legion Hall, many in the
community get involved.
The concert has been held annually since
2003, with the exception of 2008 when a
geothermal heating and cooling system was

being installed.
“We skipped 2008 because of the installation. It was a blessing, because there was a
blizzard that year,” Keller said, noting that
favorable weather has graced the concert in
the other years.
The 60-member All-Faiths Choir began
rehearsing for their role in the concert in
October. While not all members are able to
attend every practice, they all come together
for the concert.
“The choir represents 17 communities and
they all love to sing. It’s good camaraderie.
The music is good for the body and the soul,”
Keller said.
Rehearsals are led by Coyne, a former
Hoven High School band and vocal teacher.
The choir will perform three selections with
the NSU Chamber Singers.
But, Keller noted, all the components of
the concert don’t come together until just
before the performance.
“The symphony orchestra comes the day
of the concert and we all practice at 1 p.m.
The doors open at 2:30 p.m. and concert is at
3 p.m.,” Keller said.
“It always goes off well, but there is an
extra adrenalin rush that gives it that success,”
she said.
“It’s been a blessing that we’ve done it. It’s
evolved as an event,” Keller said.
“The festival chorus becomes a family.
There’s something about the ethos of music
that draws people. This is what I call good
music. We’re honored and pleased that we’re
able to do it,” said Keller.
She does have one plea for that first Sunday in Advent, though:
“We pray for good weather!”
For more information, visit the event’s
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
events/158024474696708/ or go online to
www.hovensd.com.

Dec. 3 Christmas on the Prairie Ticket Information
General $35 ~ Patron $125
Premium Pews $1,650 (seats 12) ~ Regular Pews $1,100 (seats 12)
(Includes Gala Reception for Patron and Pew ticket holders)
Call 605-948-2451 for Visa or Mastercard orders
Or mail checks to St. Anthony’s Church,, PO Box 98, Hoven, SD 57450

Christmas
at the
Cathedral
Enjoy great architecture
and music with the 21st annual
Christmas at the Cathedral Dec.
14 to 17 at the Cathedral of St.
Joseph in Sioux Falls.
Proceeds from the event
will go toward the Bishop Dudley Hospitality House and the
ongoing care and maintenance
of one of South Dakota’s most
significant civic and sacred
landmarks – the Cathedral of
St. Joseph.

Performance Dates:
Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017
7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15, 2017
7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16, 2017
1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
About the
St. Joseph Cathedral
Construction on the cathedral
began in the summer of 1915.
The primary architect’s death
in 1917 along with the start
of the first World War slowed
construction somewhat.
The cathedral was completed and dedicated on May
7, 1919.
Source: http://www.stjosephcathedral.net/about-us/history-ofthe-cathedral/
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Vacancy in
District 8

District Meeting
Schedule Set

Sioux Valley Energy District #8 Director, Gary
Drost, has chosen to not seek re-election in 2018.
This creates a vacancy on the Board of Directors
for District #8.
Sioux Valley Energy encourages District #8
members to consider running for the vacant Board
seat if they are qualified, willing and able to serve
in that capacity.
District #8 consists of the townships located in
Rock County, Minnesota, which lie within Range
44, 45, 46 and 47 and townships 101 and 102.
Elections will be held in districts 8, 9 and 10.
Petition Deadline for District 8 is January 26,
2018; District 9 is January 25, 2018 and District
10 is January 19, 2018. (All candidates must file a
petition).
A complimentary dinner will be served
beginning at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting starts
at 7:00 p.m. Sioux Valley Energy is also seeking
community organizations to serve at district
meetings. A donation is provided to the
organization for its work. If your organization
is interested, please contact Lori George at Lori.
George@SiouxValleyEnergy.com or 1-800-2341960.

Thursday, March 1
District 6- Location: Brandon Valley High School Brandon, SD
Monday, March 5
District 4- Location: Madison High School
Commons - Madison, SD
Tuesday, March 6
District 3- Location: William J. Janklow
Community Center - Flandreau, SD
Thursday, March 8
District 1- Location: McKnight Hall - White, SD
Monday, March 12
District 2- Location: Sioux Valley Middle School
Gym - Volga, SD
Monday, March 19
District 5- Location: Taopi Hall-Colton, SD
**Tuesday, March 20
District 10- Location: Edgerton Public School Edgerton, MN
Thursday, March 22
District 7- Location: West Central School Hartford, SD
**Monday, March 26
District 9- Location: Pipestone High School Pipestone, MN
**Tuesday, March 27
District 8- Location: Grand Prairie Events Center Luverne, MN
**Denotes Election Meetings
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Commitment of Serving on the
Sioux Valley Energy Board
Sioux Valley Energy is a cooperative that serves more than
24,000 members, maintains over 5,600 miles of electric lines
and has annual revenues that are nearly $80-Million with total
assets valued at $213-million. There is a lot of responsibility
when it comes to overseeing this cooperative. Sioux Valley
Energy’s governance structure is one that allows members (the
actual owners who purchase electricity from SVE) to serve on
the Board of Directors (BOD). There are open elections for
the BOD -- a system that has been in place for over 75 years.
Members may wonder if they have the skills and
background to be an effective leader and the time to devote to
serving on the Sioux Valley Energy Board of Directors? Here
are the answers to some of the commonly asked questions:
“Experience in the electric utility industry is required to
serve on the BOD.”
Not so…very few people have experience with utilities
when they are first elected to the board. Sioux Valley Energy
provides in-depth training and certification opportunities
for its BOD. Their backgrounds and experiences differ but
they have one thing in common—they have a passion to
serve the cooperative membership. The SVE board is made
up of farmers, small business owners, financial professionals,
retirees, former military and even a couple auctioneers. These
eleven individuals have been elected by members in their
district to serve for three-year terms that are staggered.
“Anyone can serve on the BOD.”
Yes and no. First, you have to be a SVE member that is
able to enter into legally binding contracts, you can’t have
a felony conviction in the past five years and you (or your
spouse) cannot be employed with the co-op. According to
Tyrus H. Thompson, VP Deputy Gen Counsel - Director
& Member Leg Services, Member Counsel for the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, an ideal director
would have skills and abilities that include--commitment,
energy and motivation; time and availability; integrity and
impartiality; informed and good judgment; interpersonal
and communication skills; and the knowledge, skills and
experience needed to understand the somewhat complex
electric utility industry and the cooperative’s business.
“I have to be retired to serve on the BOD.”
Not true. We have actively working individuals who serve
on the board. Board meetings are held monthly, typically
on the fourth Tuesday. The BOD has decided to hold the
meetings during the day so a director’s work schedule would
have to be somewhat flexible. In addition to that time
commitment, there are training opportunities and meetings of
allied organizations. Typically the time commitment is 20-30
days a year.

“I can’t afford to volunteer my time to serve on the
BOD.”
Board members do not receive a salary as many corporate
board members do. Sioux Valley Energy directors receive
a monthly retainer, a director’s fee for board meetings and
attendance at meetings of associated organizations, training
programs and conferences. Their travel expenses are also
reimbursed.
“I would like to be involved and know more about the
business of SVE but don’t have the time.”
Sioux Valley Energy has a Member Advisory Council
(MAC) that includes three members from each of the 11
director districts. These individuals attend three or four
meetings a year and receive $40 plus travel expenses for
participating in MAC meetings. MAC members are appointed
by their district’s director and typically serve not more than
two three-year terms. The BOD uses the MAC to solicit
feedback about cooperative policies, programs and important
issues. A number of members of the Board of Directors served
as Advisory Council members before they were elected to the
BOD. Contact your district director if you are interested in
serving on the MAC.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT:
Amy Voelker
Amy.Voelker@SiouxValleyEnergy.com
1-800-234-1960

PETITION DEADLINES:

DISTRICT 8 -- JANUARY 26, 2018
DISTRICT 9 -- JANUARY 25, 2018
DISTRICT 10 -- JANUARY 19, 2018
**ALL CANDIDATES MUST FILE A PETITION**
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All Aboard!
Santa’s Coming to Town
I

t’s

Jocelyn Romey

christmas time again!
Colorful lights, hot chocolate, candy canes,
Christmas music, Santa Claus and the wonderful
feeling that tradition brings is part of the season.
And many have made visiting the North Pole part
of their Christmas tradition.
In the Black Hills, the 1880 Train in Hill City,
S.D., has turned into the Holiday Express. This is
a holiday train that takes families on a one-hour
tour to visit the North Pole. Travelers will ride on
the historical train route and hear a special Christmas story unique to the experience. They will also
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receive hot chocolate and treats as well as a small
gift for each child and a visit from Santa.
Holli Edwards, business development manager
for the 1880 Train, said travelers are given the
opportunity to relax in a heated car onboard the
train while viewing the scenic hills and listening to
a unique holiday story. She further described how
holiday makers are afforded a view of the North
Pole before Santa boards the train on the way back
to the station in Hill City. At this time, Santa hands
out goodies to the kids and poses for pictures.
When asked what makes the Holiday Express

Photos by Chad Coppess/South Dakota Tourism

special and unique,
Edwards said, “It’s
seeing the memories that are being
created. Most of
the people we see
come year after
year…creating
memories generation after generation. They create a tradition during the holiday
season.”
Edwards said about 9,500 people will ride on the
Holiday Express this year – each trip accommodating 350 people. In all, 27 separate holiday trips will
be made. Since this Christmas experience is popular
for many families and tourists, she recommends
travelers reserve tickets in advance in order to ensure
a seat on the train.
After the last trip on Dec. 23, the 1880 Train
closes until May 7, 2018, when it will re-open for
its regular, 20-mile round trip route from Hill City
to Keystone. This train follows a portion of the
historical route created in the late 1880s to service mines and mills located throughout the hills.
The 1880 Train operates two steam and one diesel
engine throughout the season. It is owned by the
Black Hills Central Railroad, created by stockholders interested in continuing steam railroading.
Along with the Holiday Express celebrating

Above: 1880 Train staff prepare the
“Santa Express” for an evening run.
Left: The No. 7 engine sports a festive wreath during the holidays.
Below: Santa makes a visit to passengers aboard the train.
Opposite Page: Santa
and his elves pose for
a photo with the train
conductor.

Christmas, other special events are celebrated
throughout the year on the 1880 Train. These
special trips are made on holidays such as Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day and July 4th.
Other special trips include Rails and Ales, Wine
Express, Old West Shootouts, Oktoberfest Express
and more.
Ticket reservations and information regarding the 1880 Train and its special event trips can
be found through the main website – https://
www.1880train.com/.
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Seeking Nominations for
‘Power and Hope’ Award
Do you know a Sioux Valley Energy member who
is making a difference in his/her community?
If so, nominate that individual for SVE’s annual
‘Power and Hope’ award. This award will
recognize those who have been generous, selfless
and giving—someone who helps others expecting
nothing in return.
Finalists will be chosen in January and recognized
at their district meeting which will take place in
March. Those finalists will then be recognized at
the Cooperative’s annual meeting in June. One
finalist will be awarded the grand prize -- a
$1,000 donation to the chairty of their choice
(must be a 501c3). All finalists will receive a $100
donation to the chairty of their choice as well.

Who is eligible to receive the Sioux Valley Energy Power
and Hope Award?
Nominees must be at least 13 years old. They must be a
customer of Sioux Valley Energy or live in the household of a
Sioux Valley Energy customer. Groups and organizations are
not eligible for the award. SVE employees, board members or
their immediate family members are not eligible to receive the
award.
What is the deadline for nominations?
The deadline for nominations is January 1, 2018.
Where do I find a nomination application?
You can fill out an online nomination application from our
website (www.siouxvalleyenergy.com under the ‘MyCommunity
tab’) or you can call 800-234-1960 and request a nomination
form be sent to you.
Who can I contact for more information?
You can contact Carrie Law through email at carrie.law@
siouxvalleyenergy.com or by phone at 800-234-1960.

$14,000 In Scholarships To Be Given Away
Sioux Valley Energy is offering $14,000 worth of scholarships
to eligible graduating high school seniors or first time attendees
at an institution of higher education. The application deadline
is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, January 12, 2018.
Applications will be judged on the basis of grades, ACT or
SAT test scores, work experience, school activities, volunteer
community service and an essay question.
The majority of the scholarship funding comes from
Operation Roundup® funds, with additional monies from Basin
Electric Power Cooperative and L&O Power Cooperative.
To be eligible you must:
• Be a graduating high school senior or first-time attendee
at an institution of higher education.
• Plan to be a full-time student in an accredited college or
vocational-technical school this fall.
• Be a child of a Sioux Valley Energy customer.
• Have a 3.0 or higher cumulative GPA.
• Provide a written recommendation from a teacher,
administrator or counselor.
• One winner per family/per year.

Applications are available from your school counselor, from
any Sioux Valley Energy service center (in Colman, Pipestone
and Brandon), on the web at:
https://www.siouxvalleyenergy.com/content/
scholarship-program
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Holiday Lighting Tips
This year is rapidly drawing to a close and that means the
holiday lighting season is back. If your home space is in need
of a decorative refresh, here are some tips to take your artistic
stylings to the next level. There are two areas to cover, so let’s
get started.
Safety is up first. If your lights are ground mounted or can
be installed standing on the floor or ground, you can skip
ahead. However, since most decorations involve some installation at height, you need to do the following:
•Have a ground crew (one or two people) to
steady your ladder and pass up the decorations…
an invaluable part of safety and for keeping you
supplied with untangled light strings, fasteners and
encouragement.
•Remember to keep a safe distance from your
overhead electric service.
•Don’t overreach. If you cannot get to a point with
your body completely centered between the sides of the
ladder, get down and relocate it.
•Don’t overextend the ladder. If your ladder is too
short, rent or borrow a longer one. A ladder extended
beyond its working limits is dangerous as is standing
on rungs too close to the top.
•Do not overload circuits by stringing more light sets
together than the manufacturer recommends. Check the
packaging for details.
•Check your wires for breaks and cracks in the
insulation that can lead to shorts.

By Tom Tate

Most of these
tips apply equally
to inside and
outside decorating
activities.
Light selection
is next. If at all
possible, invest in
LED lights this
season. Unlike the
first versions to hit
the market that
were characterized
by rather harsh
and unattractive
colors, the newest
generation’s colors
are reminiscent of the incandescent lights of yore.
Why go the LED route? Longevity and cost of operation
are the two key reasons. Unlike incandescent lights, whether
the large or mini bulb, LEDs will last for many, many years.
LEDs have no filaments to burn out. Aside from physically
destroying the bulb, the LED is amazingly robust. Given the
modest number of hours of operation, you can expect LEDs to
last seven or more years.
Then there is the cost of operation benefit from LEDs.
These gems of technological advancement truly sip electricity.
A reasonable estimate of power consumption is 7 watts per
100 lights. How does that compare to the old incandescent?
Each of those bulbs used 12 watts so a string of 100 devoured
1200 watts.
Truly want to manage the cost of operating holiday lights?
Invest in timers to turn the lights on and off automatically.
Really into gadgets? Invest is a smart plug for your lights you
can program and control from your smart phone.

Congratulations to SVE’s first
“Energy Makeover Contest” Winner!
The winners are Dennis and Susan Slaughter
of Madison, SD. They received a gift bag
full of LED Christmas lights, timers
and a LED Christmas projector!
Look for more ways to win at:
https://www.siouxvalleyenergy.com/
content/energy-make-over-contest
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Regional Dateline
November 24-December 23
1880 Train Holiday Express
Hill City, SD, 605-574-2222

December 1-2
Festival of Trees, Lead, SD
605-584-2067
December 1-2, 7-9, 14-16
Strawbale Winery Twilight
Flights, Renner, SD
605-543-5071

December 3
Christmas on the Prairie
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic
Church, Hoven, SD
605-948-2451

December 2
Christmas Stroll and
Holidazzle Parade
Spearfish, SD, 605-717-9294

December 9
Black Hills Cowboy Christmas
Lead, SD, 605-584-2067

December 2-3
Living Christmas Tree
Aberdeen, SD, 605-229-6349

November 24
Trap Shoot (Meat Shoot)
Izaak Walton League Club
Lunch Available, 11a.m.
605-332-9527

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

December 1-3, 8-10
Al Opland Singers present
Another Christmas Show
Pipestone Performing Arts
Center, Fridays and Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m., Sundays at
3 p.m., Tickets available at the
Museum Box Office Monday
through Saturday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., 507 825-2020
or 877 722-2787, Tickets are
reserved and are $15 each for
adults, $7 students and
$37 for Family

December 2
Christmas Parade, Custer, SD
605-673-2244

November 21-December 25
Christmas at the Capitol
Pierre, SD, 605-773-3178

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHAD COPPESS, S.D. TOURISM

November 25
Holiday Celebration and
Winter Market, Rapid City, SD
605-716-7979

Events of Special Note

December 11
Holiday Jam with the Hegg
Brothers, Pierre, SD
605-224-8699, holidayjam.com
December 9
Frontier Christmas
Lake City, SD, 605-448-5474

December 9
Lake Campbell Lutheran Cookie
Walk, Volga, SD, 605-534-3602
December 14-17
21st Annual “Christmas at the
Cathedral” for the Cathedral of
St. Joseph and Bishop Dudley
Hospitality House Endowments

at the Cathedral of St. Joseph
Concerts: Dec. 14 – 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 15 – 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 16 – 1 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 17 – 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-988-3765

January 19-20
ISOC Deadwood SnoCross
Showdown, Deadwood, SD
605-578-1876

December 15-17
Sioux Empire Wacipi
Sioux Falls, SD, 310-922-1886

January 21
Trap Shoot (Meat Shoot)
Izaak Walton League Club
Lunch Available, 11a.m.
605-332-9527

December 15-March 31
South Dakota Snowmobile
Trails Season, Lead, SD
605-584-3896

January 26-February 4
Annual Black Hills Stock Show
and Rodeo, Rapid City, SD
605-355-3861

December 23
Skates and a Movie, Main
Street, Rapid City, SD
605-716-7979

February 18
Trap Shoot (Meat Shoot)
Izaak Walton League Club
Lunch Available, 11a.m.
605-332-9527

December 31
Make-A-Wish New Year’s Eve
Dance, Ramkota Hotel and
Convention Center
Aberdeen, SD, 605-370-4588

March 18
Trap Shoot (Meat Shoot)
Izaak Walton League Club
Lunch Available, 11a.m.
605-332-9527

