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Cybersecurity a Priority for 
Sioux Valley Energy

A recent cyberattack 
on banks and other 
major companies 
throughout Europe 
serves as a reminder 
that we need to 
remain vigilant; 
continuing to protect 
the cooperative’s utility 
infrastructure and 
member information.

Cyber attackers 
have gotten much 
more sophisticated 
over the years.  It 
seems as soon as 
experts find a way to 

block their attacks, the 
criminals find a new way 
to penetrate systems.  

This is why Sioux Valley Energy is constantly updating its 
cyber security protections.

Sioux Valley has implemented robust cybersecurity systems 
and procedures to thwart possible attempts at breaching the 
distribution system and customer information system. For 
example, we contract with a third party to attempt to “hack” 
the system.  This allows us to test our current security and 
look for any vulnerabilities. We also have worked hard to train 
employees to report and delete suspicious emails that could 
contain a virus or ransomware.  As any cyber-expert will tell 
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you, security depends not only on software and hardware—it 
also depends on people.

Our power suppliers also play a major role in protecting 
the electric system.  For example, East River Electric utilizes 
a maturity model for managing cyber security risks. This 
process is based on three iterative steps: security awareness 
and education, vulnerability management and incident 
response. When taken together these steps make cyber security 
a continuous 
process rather 
than a “set it 
and forget it” 
task.  They 
work in 
conjunction 
with their 
member 
cooperatives, 
like Sioux 
Valley Energy, to implement these measures.

The other piece of the puzzle is to coordinate and be active 
partners with local, state and federal agencies to mitigate 
threats, protect data, and ensure a safe and secure electric grid.

As you can see, Sioux Valley Energy and its power suppliers 
are dedicated to keeping the power on, customer information 
safe and cyber attackers at bay.  We know you have entrusted 
us with a great responsibility and we plan to continue vigorous 
testing and preventive measures to ensure cyber security 
readiness. 

“We need to remain vigilant; 
continuing to protect the 
cooperative’s utility infrastructure 
and member information.”
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Sioux Valley Energy Cooperative Connections is published 
monthly by Sioux Valley Southwestern Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., PO Box 216, Junction Hwy 34 & 77, Colman, SD 57017, 
for its members. Customers subscribe to the publication as 
part of their electric cooperative membership. The purpose 
of Sioux Valley Energy Cooperative Connections is to 
provide reliable, helpful information to Sioux Valley Energy 
customers on matters pertaining to electric cooperatives and 
better living.

Subscription information: Electric cooperative members 
devote not more than 50 cents from their monthly electric 
payments for a subscription. Non-member subscriptions are 
available for $12 annually. Periodicals Postage Paid at Colman, 
SD 57017 and at additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
PO Box 216, Colman, SD 57017.
How to contact us:
Phone: 1-800-234-1960
e-mail: sve@siouxvalleyenergy.com
Website: www.siouxvalleyenergy.com

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 
its Agencies, offices and employees and institutions participating in or 
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression, sexual orientation, disability, age, martial status, family/parental 
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by USDA (no all bases apply to all programs).  
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication 
for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency of USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_ filing_cust.html (link is external) and at 
any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Submit your completed form or letter 
to USDA by:
(1) mail:          U.S. Department of Agriculture
                        Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
                        1400 Independence Avenue, SW
                        Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 
(2) fax:            (202) 690-7442 or
(3) email:         program.intake@usda.gov

Sioux Valley Energy is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

“We need to remain vigilant; 
continuing to protect the 
cooperative’s utility infrastructure 
and member information.”

Annual Ag Appreciation Day
Sioux Empire Fair

Wednesday, August 9, 2017

Where:  Sioux Empire Fairgrounds, Sioux Falls, S.D.

Admission: Free with complimentary ticket*

Complimentary Lunch:  11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Sponsors: Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives and area businesses

Contact: Sioux Valley Energy at 1-800-234-1960

*Members can request tickets by calling Sioux Valley 
Energy at 1-800-234-1960 or by stopping by one of the 
three service centers in Colman, Pipestone or Brandon.
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Safety Tips

It’s important to remember while enjoying the summer 
weather, while outside or around the home, that there could 
be a variety of electrical hazards lingering. While not obvious 
at first, these issues could cause very serious (and potentially 
fatal) injury through electric shock. 

Below is a list of common outdoor and indoor hazards to 
be aware of this summer.

Outdoor Electrical Safety
Power Line Safety

Stay away from power lines with your body, toys, sticks or 
anything an electrical current could travel down. Power lines 
transport extremely high voltage electrical energy. Venturing 
too close to a power line can create an opportunity for the 
electricity to flow to your body or object resulting in serious 
injury. If you see a fallen power line, call your local electric 
cooperative or 911 immediately.

Outdoor Electrical Receptacles
Ensure all your outdoor electrical receptacles around the 

exterior of your home or shed are covered, clean and dry. If 
water or dirt enters the outlet it can result in electrical surges 
and shocks when the outlet is next used. Receptacle covers can 
be purchased at most home renovation retail stores.

Water and Outdoor Electrical Devices
Keep all power cords, string lights and electrical devices 

away from ponds, swimming pools, hot tubs or sprinklers. 
Summer can lend itself to a lot of splashing and water flying 
through the air. If water comes into contact with an electrical 
device, there is a high risk of electrical shock. Do your best to 
keep electrical devices at a distance from the pool and water 
fights.

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric coopera-
tive (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a prize. 
All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names of your 
parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Kids’ Corner Safety Poster

Sara Bertram, 8 years old
Sara is the daughter of Erin and Kari Bertram, Corsica, S.D. 
They are members of Douglas Electric Cooperative, Armour, S.D.

“Don’t fly kites near power lines.”

Summer Electrical Safety Tips
Indoor Electrical Safety
GFCI Outlets

Ensure that you have GFCI’s (ground fault circuit inter-
rupter) outlets installed in certain areas of your home – namely 
rooms with running water (bathroom, kitchen, garage, base-
ment, pool rooms, etc.). These outlets can prevent electrical 
shock from happening with specially designed safety mechanisms.

Circuit Breaker Use
In an emergency, know where your circuit breakers are and 

how to turn them off safely. When a panicked situation occurs, 
it can be easy to become confused and flustered. If you are 
knowledgeable interacting with your circuit breaker, you will 
be more confident in the event of an emergency.

Portable Fan Safety
Before plugging in a fan, make sure that it is clean and there 

are no wires frayed or damaged. Oscillating fans are often stored 
for most of the year. During storage, power cords can become 
damaged and electrical wires exposed. Exposed wires leave you 
vulnerable to electrical shock when the fan is plugged in again.

Air Conditioning Unit Safety
Be sure to have any portable air conditioning units securely 

positioned and electrical cords tucked away. These are tripping 
hazards that can lead to either electrical shock or a heavy unit 
falling down. It’s also important to follow the manufacturers 
instructions on maintaining and servicing the unit to prevent 
damage to the home’s electrical system and personal injury.

It is important to be aware of potential electrical hazards in 
order to identify and avoid them.

Source: www.expertelectric.ca 
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Shoestring Potato Salad
1 cup salad dressing
1/2 tsp. vinegar
Salt and pepper to taste
2 cups cooked, diced chicken
1 cup grated carrots

1 cup diced celery
1/2 diced green pepper
3 oz. slivered almonds
Shoestring potatoes

Mix together salad dressing, vinegar, salt and pepper. 
Add next 5 ingredients; refrigerate overnight. Just before 
serving, add shoestring potatoes.

Doris Miller, Brandon

Chicken Salad
1 cup mayonnaise
1 tsp. paprika
1 tsp. seasoned salt
1-1/2 cups dried cranberries
1 cup chopped celery

2 green onions, chopped
1/2 cup minced green pepper
1 cup chopped pecans
4 cups cubed, cooked chicken 
Ground black pepper to taste

In a medium bowl, mix together mayonnaise with paprika 
and seasoned salt. Blend in dried cranberries, celery, 
onion, bell pepper and pecans. Add chopped chicken; mix 
well. Season with black pepper to taste. Chill 1 hour.

Cortney Reedy, Tea

RecipesReader

Greek Pasta Salad with Cucumber Yogurt Dressing
1/2 cup cucumber, peeled, seeded and diced
1/2 cup plain Greek nonfat yogurt
2 T. light mayonnaise
1 tsp. lemon juice
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. dill weed
1/2 tsp. oregano

1/2 tsp. Sicilian sea salt
8 oz. pasta, such as cellentani or gemelli
2 cups broccoli florets
1 cup heirloom cherry tomatoes, quartered
1/4 cup thinly sliced red onion
1/4 cup pitted Kalamata olives, quartered
2 T. crumbled feta cheese

For dressing, place cucumber, yogurt, mayonnaise, lemon juice, garlic powder, 
dill, oregano and sea salt in blender container; cover. Blend on high speed 
until smooth. Refrigerate until ready to use. For salad, cook pasta as directed 
on package, adding broccoli during the last 1 minute of cooking. Rinse under 
cold water; drain well. Place cooked pasta, broccoli, tomatoes and onions in 
large bowl. Add dressing; toss gently to coat. Top with olives and feta cheese. 
Serve immediately or refrigerate until ready to serve. Makes 8 servings

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 151, Total Fat 3g, Sodium 274mg, 
Cholesterol 2mg, Carbohydrates 25g, Dietary Fiber 2g, Protein 6g

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Peach Jello Salad
1-1/2 cups crushed Ritz crackers
1/2 cup margarine, melted
3/4 cup plus 4 T. sugar, divided
2 (3 oz.) boxes peach jello
Juice from peaches plus water to 

equal 3 cups total

1 (29 oz.) can sliced peaches
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, 

softened
1 T. milk 
3/4 cup whipped topping

Mix cracker crumbs, margarine and 4 T. sugar together; 
press into a 9x13-inch pan. Bake at 350°F. for 10 
minutes. Cool. Boil juice from peaches and water. Stir 
in jello to dissolve. Chill until slightly congealed. Cream 
together cream cheese, remaining sugar and milk. Fold in 
whipped topping. Spread on cooled crust. Lay peaches on 
top. Pour congealed jello over peaches. Chill until set. 

Debbie Hinman, Carter

Coleslaw
6 to 7 cups chopped cabbage, 

carrots, red or green pepper, 
celery or onion

1/2 cup water
1/2 cup white wine vinegar
1 cup sugar

Place chopped vegetables in bowl. Boil water, vinegar and 
sugar; pour hot mixture over all. Refrigerate. Keeps up to 
1 month in refrigerator.

Jan Nelson, Belle Fourche

Mom’s Cranberry Salad
1 quart cranberries, grind when 

frozen
2 cups sugar
1 pkg. orange jello

1 cup hot water
1 cup ground celery
2 cups ground apples

Combine cranberries and sugar; let stand overnight. 
Dissolve jello in hot water; chill until thickened. Stir in 
cranberries, celery and apples. May substitute lemon jello.

Verna Nelson, Wakonda

Blueberry Salad
1 (21 oz.) can blueberry pie filling
1 can crushed pineapple, drained
1 can mandarin oranges, drained

1 (14 oz.) can sweetened 
condensed milk

1 (8 oz.) container Cool Whip

Combine all ingredients; refrigerate.

Alberta Olson, Piedmont

Succulent 
Salads

Please send 
your favorite 
garden pro-
duce , pasta 
or slow cooker 
recipes to your 
local electric 
cooperative 
(address found 
on Page 3). 
Each recipe 
printed will 
be entered 
into a draw-
ing for a prize 
in December 
2017. All 
entries must 
include your 
name, mailing 
address, tele-
phone number 
and coopera-
tive name.



Teens Against Tobacco Use
Nearly one in 17 high school seniors is a daily smoker, and 
almost one in 10 had smoked within the last 30 days accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.  
Unfortunately that statistic has deadly consequences.  On 
average, smokers die at least 10 years earlier than non-smok-
ers and more than 1,200 people in the United States die 
from smoking-related causes every day. Almost 90 percent 
of those who die from smoking-related causes began using 
tobacco products at or prior to age 18 (Source:  HHS.gov)

Colman-Egan High Schoolers are working to change 
those statistics with their 10th annual T.A.T.U. (Teens 
Against Tobacco Use) lock-in.  They utilize a fun environ-
ment to teach kids about the dangers of tobacco use and 
ask them to take a tobacco-free pledge.  Sioux Valley Energy 
members helped fund this event through a $1,500 Opera-
tion Round Up grant.

The lock-in is a night filled with fun that includes games, 
a bean bag tournament, inflatables and presentations on the 
dangers of tobacco use.  A chemist from South Dakota State 
University conducted  experiments showing the dangerous 
chemical reactions that occur from tobacco use.  

Operation Round Up funds are made possible by Sioux 
Valley Energy members who “round-up” their electric bill 
each month.  Those extra cents are then put in a trust which 
is served by an independent board.  To date, more than 
$1.4-million has been donated to local organizations such 
T.A.T.U. 

By: Amy Voelker



Teens Against Tobacco Use

Sioux Valley Energy occasionally needs to conduct maintenance on and/or gain access to the inside of its equipment.  In 
order to maintain access and ensure safety of employees/members, please follow these guidelines:

•	 Don’t enclose equipment or recess them in the walls of building or homes

•	 Don’t enclose meter sockets or pedestals with siding

•	 Don’t install concrete around padmounted transformers, meter pedestals, PVC pipe coming out of the 
ground or other above ground equipment

•	 Don’t plant bushes or shrubs in front of padmounted transformers, meter pedestals, meter sockets or other 
above ground equipment

•	 Don’t build a deck, patio or treehouse over a meter socket 

Electric Equipment Needs to be 
Accessible

ExAmpLES oF WhAt Not to Do With your mEtEr SoCkEtS

If you are doing work around the meter socket and have questions about what will/won’t hinder Sioux Valley 
Energy’s access, please call the Engineering Department at 1-800-234-1960.
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In recent years, the board of directors at 
Charles Mix Electric Association in Lake Andes, 
S.D., had noticed an alarming and growing trend.

As agricultural equipment grew in size as new 
models were developed, it was getting dangerously 
close to power lines.

“In our case, at a board meeting, we were 
discussing a situation where an implement wound 
up in the line in our territory,” said Russell Gall, 
general manager for the cooperative in south central 
South Dakota. “It was obviously a very large piece 
of equipment that got tangled up in the neutral.”

The operator called the co-op immediately and 
stayed in the implement until the equipment could 

Reaching Out

be safely removed from the line.
As the board discussed the incident and the dan-

gerous situation caused because of the equipment’s 
size, they talked about what could be done. Co-ops 
were already engaged in providing safety reminders 
about using caution around electric lines.

But the board wanted to take it a step further. 
They wanted to deliver their concerns to the com-
panies that were designing and creating the behe-
moths of machinery.

“The board agreed to develop a resolution that 
would instruct NRECA to start conversations with 
national equipment manufacturers to raise aware-
ness of line heights and the scale of the equipment,” 

mower Races (June11 in 

Nemo Outhouse Races

Cooperative Resolution Seeks to Capture 
Attention of Equipment Manufacturers
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said Gall.
By June 1, 2016, the board had 

drawn up a resolution and submit-
ted it to the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association so it could 
be considered at the organization’s 
regional meetings held each fall. At 
the regional meetings, the nation’s 900 
electric cooperatives gather to approve 
resolutions that guide NRECA’s work 
on behalf of the cooperatives.

“I was surprised during the discus-
sion in the resolutions committee, 
almost everyone on the committee had 
a story at their local cooperative where 
they could point to an incident and 
say, ‘yes, this is a problem,’” said Gall.

The resolution eventually wound 
its way through all 10 of the NRECA’s 
regional meetings.

“The resolutions process is a cor-
nerstone of NRECA’s governance, and 
member resolutions provide key direc-
tion to NRECA,” said Kirk Johnson, 
NRECA’s Senior Vice President of 
Government Relations. “The demo-
cratic nature of the resolutions process 
gives every member a voice and helps 
ensure that NRECA adheres to the 
wishes of the membership. As resolu-
tions get adopted, NRECA staff work 
to respond appropriately.”

As the Charles Mix proposal made 
its way through the resolutions pro-
cess, it became apparent this was not 
simply a rural South Dakota issue.

“From what I heard at the different 
regional meetings, there were con-
cerns that this might be too big of an 
issue to take on, but that it was really 
important,” Gall said.

Cooperatives aren’t known to shy 
away from difficult situations.

Next, it headed to the association’s 
annual meeting where all the coopera-
tives gather to review and debate the 
resolutions.

In February, delegates in San Diego approved the 
resolution.

“In the case of the resolution related to agricul-
ture equipment, NRECA will be reaching out to a 
number of manufacturers this summer to express 

the members’ concerns about the increasing height 
of equipment and the safety dangers associated with 
that additional height,” said Johnson.

It’s the start that the CME board envisioned.
“We hope with this resolution that it brings 

these safety concerns with the size of equipment to 
the manufacturers so they keep it in the forefront of 
their minds when designing this large equipment,” 
Gall said.

Reaching Out

Members are pretty good about 
calling and make that arrangement.

(involved process multiple lines...)

KNOW WHAT TO DO IF YOU HIT A POWER LINE

JUMP CLEAR

STAY AWAY

STAY PUT
If your equipment contacts a 
power line, stay inside. DO NOT 
EXIT. Call 911.

If you must exit due to a �re, 
jump from the equipment so 
that no part of your body touches 
the equipment and ground at the 
same time. Hop or shu�e with 
your feet together at least 40 feet 
away.

When you are clear of the area, 
call for help and keep others away. 
DO NOT approach your vehicle                      
again until utility crews and              
emergency responders tell you                            
it is safe.

PoweringYourSafety.com

Among the resolutions considered by delegates to the NRECA 
annual meeting was one that originated in South Dakota 
regarding ag equipment and overhead power lines.
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Students Make Memories
Forty-two South Dakota teenS were among 
1,825 teens from across the country participating in 
the Rural Electric Youth Tour June 8-15.

Started in 1963, the tour is designed to connect 
students to the Nation’s Capitol by not only seeing 
the sights but also engaging in educational oppor-
tunities and meetings with the state’s congressional 
delegation.

“Over our week in Washington, we got to experi-
ence more landmarks and monuments than I even 
knew existed before the trip,” noted one participant. 

Among the educational opportunities was the 
Congressional Insight, a simulation game which 
demonstrates the choices that congressmen and 
women are required to make and how they balance 
re-election, making deals with other representatives, 

and getting their own laws passed. A second session, 
‘A Place for YOUth in the Cooperative World,’ took 
a look at different types of cooperatives and the role 
that individuals play in their operation. Students 
explored co-op principles, how co-ops help com-
munities and many non-electrical co-ops, like ACE 
Hardware and Land O’Lakes. The students par-
ticipated in a large inspirational seminar with more 
than a thousand youth, talking about how co-ops 
are changing the greater world. 

During Capital Hill Day, students attended one 
of five Senate committee hearings and observed 
the Senate in session. They also spent time meeting 
with Sens. John Thune and Mike Rounds, and Rep. 
Kristi Noem. During their time with the elected 
officials, students were able to ask questions.
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Top: Sen. Mike Rounds, Rep. Kristi Noem and Sen. John Thune take a 
group photo with South Dakota Youth Tour participants. Group photos 
were taken at the White House (below), Mount Vernon (above right) and 
Washington Monument (above). Opposite Page: South Dakota’s group 
of 42 students takes a photo with the statue of Benjamin Franklin on 
Pennsylvania Avenue on Washington, D.C.

Students Make Memories

Sponsoring Cooperative
Participant’s Name Hometown
Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Custer

Bailee McMillin Hermosa
Bon Homme Yankton Electric Association, Tabor

Nathan Zimmerman Yankton
Butte Electric Cooperative, Newell

Kamryn Brunner Nisland
Central Electric Cooperative, Mitchell

Catherine Bechen Letcher
Jessica Burghardt Fedora
Hunter Gregory Kimball
Madison Hetland Mitchell
Olivia Hanten White Lake
Ashley Henglefelt Alexandria 

Charles Mix Electric Association, Lake Andes
Martin DeKam Platte 
Jessica Vanderheiden Platte 

Cherry-Todd Electric Cooperative, Mission
Jacob Flannery Mission
Troi Valburg White River

Clay-Union Electric Corporation, Vermillion
Carter Larson Meckling

Codington-Clark Electric Cooperative, Watertown
Harlee Mitchell Henry

Dakota Energy Cooperative, Huron
Torrey Anson Miller
Deric Diede St. Lawrence
Matthew Larsen Wolsey

Douglas Electric Cooperative, Armour
Chloe Wegehaupt Dimock

FEM Electric Association, Ipswich
Abby Berreth Leola
April Hoffman Leola
Sam Raile Eureka

Grand Electric Cooperative, Bison
Isaac Anderson Shadehill
Shane Collins Prairie City

H-D Electric Cooperative, Clear Lake 
Zachery Stoltenburg Clear Lake

Kingsbury Electric Cooperative, DeSmet
Jordan Neises Oldham

Lacreek Electric Association, Martin
Rachel Ireland Martin

Lake Region Electric Association, Webster 
Carsten Zirbel Ortley

Moreau-Grand Electric Cooperative, Timber Lake
Abby Martin Dupree

Northern Electric Cooperative, Bath
Jazzy Tschetter Carpenter

Oahe Electric Cooperative, Blunt
Hannah Weinheimer Onida

Sioux Valley Energy, Colman
Garrett Satterly Colman
Madison Lee Sioux Falls

Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Marion
Ryan Brockmueller Freeman
Hunter Peters Lennox
Grace Quartier Beresford

West Central Electric Cooperative, Murdo
Jada Jones Midland
Katy Manke Murdo
Mackenzie Springer Murdo

West River Electric Association, Wall
Tyler Matt Rapid City
Mason Sandal Quinn

Whetstone Valley Electric Cooperative, Milbank
Kaylee Argo Wilmot

Chaperones
Butte Electric Cooperative, Newell

Angie and Darren Alexander Newell
Moreau-Grand Electric Cooperative, Timber Lake

Roger and Kris Lawien Timber Lake
South Dakota Rural Electric Association, Pierre

Jocelyn Romey Pierre
Brenda Kleinjan Pierre

1

#YTDCSD17

o  SOUTH
DAKOTA
RURAL

ELECTRIC 
   YOUTH
TOUR  2017

t

June  8-15, 2017 • Washington, D.C.
G @SDRuralElectricYouthTour

U @SDREA_YouthTour A @sdreayouth 
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Right On Target
Steady clicks, snaps, thumps and bangs were 
heard as 4-H kids lined up, aimed and fired. They 
traveled from across the nation to compete in the Na-
tional 4-H Shooting Sports Championships in Grand 
Island, Neb., and the Daisy BB Gun National Cham-
pionships in Rogers, Ark. Hundreds of kids competed 
for their team and for their state. It was stiff competi-
tion, yet South Dakota has a winning reputation.

“The toughest competition we find in the nation is 
right here in South Dakota,” said Sean Kruger, one of 
Pierre Junior Shooters’ coaches. 

Kruger, along with Jonathan Hays, coach a 4-H-
based youth shooting club in Pierre, S.D., known as 
the Pierre Junior Shooters. Organized in the mid-
1970s, this club is one of many across the nation and 
state that attracts shooting competitors ages 8 to 18 
who are involved in 4-H. It also draws more than 50 

kids each year to the Isaak Walton Youth Conservation 
Center in Pierre to practice shooting and receive safety 
instruction. 

“Our first and No. 1 focus is firearm safety,” Kruger 
said. “Before they ever handle a gun, they go through 
safety training and have to pass a safety test each year.”

The club combines 4-H principles and education 
with a competitive structure, allowing the kids to 
compete in multiple area competitions along with the 
4-H state and national events and the Daisy BB Gun 
National Championships. 

On July 3, the Pierre Junior Shooters won the 
championship title and trophy during the 2017 Daisy 
BB Gun National Championships. Nine kids from the 
Pierre/Ft. Pierre area competed in this event – Jayce 
Beastrom, Jasmine Hays, Jessica Hays, Jenna Kruger, 
Austin Lesmann, Justin Merriman, Natalie Mohr, Alee 

4-H Youth Excel at Shooting, Archery Sports

Joce lyn Romey
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Smith and Rylie Stoeser. Seven kids competed in the team that 
brought home the trophy and two competed in Daisy’s Match 
of Champions. These two were Jessica Hays and Alee Smith who 
competed in last year’s Daisy national tournament. The kids cho-
sen to represent the club in this competition must earn it by scor-
ing the highest in BB gun shooting during the competitive season 
– March and April. Other club members are eligible to compete 
at the national 4-H shooting competition if they 
score high enough at the state level in air rifle, air 
pistol, .22 rifle, .22 pistol, archery, shotgun and 
muzzleloading.

Since 2004, the Pierre Junior Shooters club 
has won eight Daisy championships. This year, 
they competed against 70 teams nationwide, in-
cluding three other South Dakota teams – Hum-
boldt Sharpshooters from Hartford, Lake County 
4-H Aces Gun Club from Madison and Marshall 
County 4-H Sharpshooters from Britton. Accord-
ing to Hays, this year’s Daisy competition was the 
largest, with more teams participating than ever 
before. 

Hays said the purpose behind the Pierre Junior 
Shooters club is to provide safe and correct shoot-
ing instruction to the kids. It’s a controlled and 
safe environment to learn how to shoot as well as compete in local 
events and national competitions. 

“They learn how to compete and be good sportsmen,” Hays 
said. “It teaches them to be committed…and to have integrity.”

After stating the benefits a club participant can receive, Hays 
said, “I want to make it understood that kids and guns do go to-
gether if they are taught properly. One hundred seventy-five com-
petitors come into a school gym with guns and no one gets hurt. 
We are teaching them how to shoot and be safe. It has nothing to 
do with what is going on in the rest of the country right now.”

Coach Rose Kraft of the Marshall County 4-H Sharpshooters 
which won the Daisy national competition in 2009, emphasized 
the importance of safety while teaching kids how to shoot. Then, 
she pointed out values that the kids gain by staying active in a 
shooting club.

“They learn how to self-advocate, talk to other groups, prepare 
themselves and focus,” Kraft said. “We’ve had many people go 
through the program and they come back with top-notch com-
munication and leadership skills. Overall, this prepares the kids 
for community leadership positions as adults.”

Darby Knoll is one young leader who competed in the 2017 
National 4-H Shooting Sports Championships event held June 

25-30, a few days before the Daisy national com-
petition. Knoll represented Charles Mix Electric 
in Lake Andes, S.D., on the 2016 Youth Tour to 
Washington, D.C.

Knoll said, “I was honored to represent South 
Dakota this past week at the national shooting 
sports competition in Grand Island, Neb., in 
.22 pistol! It was an amazing trip with amazing 
people creating great memories!”

About 30 kids represented South Dakota 
during the national 4-H shooting competition. 
They competed in compound archery, recurve 
archery, air rifle, air pistol, .22 rifle, .22 pistol and 
shotgun.

Memories were made and good shots were 
taken at both competitions this year. After getting 
home from the 2017 Daisy competition, Kruger 

said, “We had a great group of kids. They considered each other 
teammates and family…they really supported each other.”

Kruger also said that the competitions throughout the year 
taught the kids valuable lessons. He said they learn “important 
concepts that carry over into life…being able to recover from 
adverse situations and a bad shot.”

Left: A shooter takes aim during practice. Opposite Page: 
The Pierre Junior Shooters recently captured their eighth title 
at the Daisy BB Gun National Championships. Pictured are 
Natalie Mohr, Austin Lesmann, Jayce Beastrom, Rylie Stoeser, 
Justin Merriman, Jasmine Hays, Jessica Hays, Alee Smith and 
Jenna Kruger. Bottom: The Walton County, Georgia, team 
sent a congratulations note. Sportsmanship is one of the skills 
learned. Below: The Pierre Junior Shooters will be adding 
“2017” to their listing of National Champions.

They learn how to compete
and be good sportsmen.

It teaches them to be committed 
and to have integrity.
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Garrett Satterly   Colman-Egan High School $750
Elizabeth Hofer   Estelline High School  $500
Bethany Malsom   Brandon Valley High School $500
Alex Miller    Brandon Valley High School $500
Emily Malsom    Garretson High School  $275
Lauren Lapthorn   Pipestone High School  $275
Elizabeth Braley   Brandon Valley High School $275
Madison Lee    Brandon Valley High School $275
Brody Wanner   Colman-Egan High School $275
Madelyn Aleman   Luverne High School  $275
Jacinda Hustofdt   Luverne High School  $275
Danielle Spencer   Brandon Valley High School $150
Kaitlyn Draper   Pipestone High School  $150
Bayden Schneider   Chester High School  $150
Michaella Sandbulte   Luverne High School  $150
Erika Christopherson   Brandon Valley High School $150
Nathan Overgaard   Luverne High School  $100

Teens Earn EmPOWER Scholarships



Three Sioux Valley Energy 
EmPOWER students represented the 
Cooperative at the National Rural 
Electric Youth Tour in June.  The 
students had the opportunity to tour 
Washington D.C. and visit with their 
Congressional Delegation.  They 
also learned more about how federal 
law and regulations impact electric 
cooperatives.

top right:  Garrett Satterly (Colman-Egan high 
School) visits with u.S. Senator John thune.

Bottom (L to r): Nathan overgaard (Luverne 
high School) is the son of Chad and Carrie 
overgaard; Garrett Satterly (Colman-Egan 
high School) is the son of Gretchen and mike 
Wendell; madison Lee (Brandon Valley high 
School) is the daughter of Douglas and Jan Lee.

EmPOWER Students Visit 
Washington D.C.
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 11  a.m. Opening Ceremony 
with horse parade to follow

 11:30 a.m. Contest starts
 Jim and Deb Redder Farm
 48475 228th St
 Flandreau, SD, Contact 
 Jim 605-864-1514
 Brian 605-695-0304
 Carol 605-864-1215
 (From Flandreau: 4E, 2N or 

from the MN/SD Line west of 
Pipestone MN: 2W to 486 Ave

 5N, 1W)

October 7
 Pumpkin Train, Prairie 
 Village, Madison, SD
 605-256-3644
 www.prairievillage.org 

November 17-18
 Holiday Arts Christmas Craft 

Show, Masonic Temple
 112 East 5th, Mitchell, SD
 605-359-2049
 Find us on Facebook

August 19
 Hillbilly Junker Jamboree #3
 Flea Market, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Community Center, Inside and 

Outside, Live Music 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Crooks, SD

 605-360-0861

August 24-27
 55th Annual Steam Threshing 

Jamboree featuring 
 Allis-Chalmers, Prairie Village
 Madison, SD, 605-256-3644
 www.prairievillage.org

August 26 
 McCrossan Boys Ranch Xtreme 

Event Rodeo, 4:30 p.m. – 
 Pre-show entertainment
 5:30 p.m. – Rodeo Show 
 McCrossan Boys Ranch Campus
 605-339-1203
 www.mccrossan.org

August 28
	 The	23rd	annual	“Bishop’s	

Charity Golf Tournament” 
 for Broom Tree Center
 Call 605-988-3765 for location

July 28-30
 Honey Days, Erik Apland/

Shawn Cable concert, car 
 show, street dance, volleyball 

tournament, pancake feed  
Bruce, SD, 605-627-5671 

 Find us on Facebook

July 29
 Sherwin and Pam Linton and 

the Cotton Kings Concert
 Prairie Village, Madison, SD
 605-256-3644
 www.prairievillage.org

August 5
 Belgian-American Days Ghent 

Cruisers 11th Annual Car Show
 Open to cars, trucks
 motorcycles and tractors
 Registration: 9 to 11 a.m.
 Car Show: 11 a.m.to 3:30 p.m.
 Awards: 3 p.m., Held in 
 conjunction with Belgian-Ameri-

can Days on shady 
 West McQuestion Street
 Ghent, MN, Contact 
 Joette at 507-428-3504
 www.ghentcruisersmn.com

August 5
	 Bloomin’	Quilt	Party	at	the	

Barn, Noon to 5 p.m., Home of 
Theresa and Mike Bennett

 47439 214th Street
 Aurora, SD, 605-693-4078
 Free, Donations Accepted
 www.brookingsquiltguild.com

August 6
 24th Annual Madison Car 

Show, Prairie Village
 Madison, SD, 605-256-3644
 www.prairievillage.org

September 4
 Closing Day, Prairie Village
 Madison, SD, 605-256-3644
 www.prairievillage.org

September 15-16
 Holiday Arts Fall Craft Show
 Masonic Temple, 112 East 5th 

Mitchell, SD, 605-359-2049
 Find us on Facebook

September 16
	 Joseph	Hall’s	“Elvis	Rock	n	

Remember” Tribute, Prairie 
Village, Madison, SD

 605-256-3644
 www.prairievillage.org

September 22
	 22nd	Annual	“Bishop’s	
 Charity Hunt” for Newman 

Campus Ministry, Call 
 605-988-3765 for location  

October 1
 South Dakota State Hand 
 Corn Picking Contest
 9 to 10:30 a.m. Registration

Events of Special Note

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event. 
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

August 11-13
 27th Annual Old Fashioned 

Threshing Show, Bahnson 
Farm, Humboldt, SD

 605-526-3459 or 
 605-251-9974

August 13
 Czech Heritage Festival
 Bechyn, MN, 320-522-1218
 www.BechynCzechFest.org




