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Lemmon Artist Reshapes Metal into Art

Manager

Column

“Never Talk Politics or Religion at
the Dinner Table”
The old adage “never talk
politics or religion” at the
dinner table rings true for most
people; However, I am going to
go out on a limb and talk about
politics in the cooperative
newsletter! I will be the first to
admit that politics isn’t all that
fun to talk about, but the laws
and regulations that result from
those politics have a profound
impact on our everyday lives.
That is especially true in the
Tim McCarthy
energy industry.
General Manager/CEO
Federal and state policies have
consequences and this is why
electric cooperatives throughout the nation (including Sioux
Valley Energy) take an active role in the political process.
It’s why we invested time and resources into holding three
“Take Action” forums last month. It’s why we travel to Pierre,
St. Paul and Washington D.C. several times a year to talk
with legislators. As a co-op, we spend a great deal of time
working with our elected officials to promote the interests of
our consumers but the most powerful voice we have is from
YOU—the member.
So I am asking YOU to become involved. Consider
attending your Cooperative’s district meetings to keep up to

date on important issues. Communicate with legislators when
called upon. VOTE in elections! There are a variety of ways
to “Take Action” and promote affordable electric rates. One
very specific and tangible way to do that is through the Action
Committee for Rural Electrification (ACRE).
This is the rural electric’s Political Action Committee—
ACRE supports candidates for the U.S. House and Senatethose in office now and running for office-who will speak
for and protect the interests of electric cooperatives and their
consumer-owners. ACRE provides a voice for us.
Today, the cost of a congressional campaign often exceeds
$1 million per candidate, and Senate campaigns average $4.3
million, often costing $10 or even $15 million. ACRE is truly
a grassroots way to contribute. It’s made up of over 30,000
electric cooperative employees and members across 47 states—
the average contribution is only $53! Residential (both urban
and rural) members can take part. If you are interested, let us
know.
The other way you can be a part of “Taking Action” is to
sign up as an advocate for the cooperative. You will receive
updates on what is happening on a state and federal level. Just
send us your email and you can become part of that network.
For more information on “Taking Action”, contact Jay
Buchholz at Jay.Buchholz@siouxvalleyenergy.com.
YOU can be involved. YOU can have your voice heard.
YOU can make the difference.

recycle CFLs!

Sioux Valley Energy offers its members a CFL recycling
service. Just bring your spent bulbs to one of our three
service centers in Colman, Brandon or Pipestone.

Bulbs must be wrapped in paper towels
and placed in a sealed zip-lock bag.
Sioux Valley Energy will not accept any broken CFL bulbs.
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Scholar of the Week
Baltic Senior, Hannah Even,
Named Scholar of the Week
(USPS No. 497-440)
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Hannah Even, a student at Baltic High School, has been chosen as a
Touchstone Energy Cooperative ‘Scholar of the Week’. Hannah was
recognized with a cash award by Sioux Valley Energy and was featured on
the KSFY news for her accomplishments. She is the daughter of Kevin and
Jennifer Even of Baltic.
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives, like Sioux Valley Energy, and KSFY
Television have joined together to recognize the achievements of high school
seniors throughout the region. Recipients are highly motivated high school
seniors who excel in the classroom and community. This program was
founded on the four pillars of Touchstone Energy: Integrity, Accountability,
Innovation and a Commitment to Community.
“Hannah’s accomplishments both in and out of the classroom are
examples of what we need in our future leaders,” said Tim McCarthy, Sioux
Valley Energy General Manager/CEO.
Jim Aisenbrey, principal at Baltic High School, nominated Hannah for
the award. Aisenbrey cited Hannah’s academic success of a 3.99 cumulative
GPA all while taking an accelerated path for both math and science
beginning her freshmen year, with advanced courses all four years of high
school. However, Aisenbrey says it’s her character that makes her stand out.
“Hannah is a student of great character and work ethic. She epitomizes
what we look for in our students who lead by example. She is well respected
by the administration, staff, students and employees of our school district.
Students seek her out for advice and she is willing to volunteer her time to
work with younger students. She is both an inspirational and active leader
for all of our students.”

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
PO Box 216, Colman, SD 57017.
How to contact us:
Phone: 1-800-234-1960
e-mail: sve@siouxvalleyenergy.com
Website: www.siouxvalleyenergy.com
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program
complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any
USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form.
You may also write a letter containing all of the information
requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form
or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442
or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Pictured: Jennie Patrick presents Hannah Even with a cash award for being chosen as a
Touchstone Energy Scholar of the Week.

Sioux Valley Energy’s headquarters, Colman, S.D.
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Safety

Matters

Halloween
Electrical Safety
Halloween haunts usually mean strings of decorative lights,
fog machines, strobe and black lights, animatronics, electrically
powered decorations and the list goes on. These things all add
to the ambience of your haunt, but they also create the added
dangers of fire, electrocution and other nasty and potentially
disastrous accidents. It is very important that you look for and
eliminate potential dangers from your Halloween lights and
decorations that could lead to fires and injuries.
• Carefully inspect each electrical decoration. Cracked or
frayed sockets, loose or bare wires and loose connections may
cause a serious shock or start a fire. Discard damaged sets of
lights or damaged props that can no longer be used safely.
• Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, house walls or
other firm supports to protect the lights from wind damage.
Use only insulated staples to hold strings in place, not nails
or tacks. Or, run strings of lights through hooks (available at
hardware stores). Don’t staple or nail through light strings or
electrical/extension cords – you could damage the wire or insulation, which could lead to an electrical shock or fire.
• Don’t overload extension cords or allow them to run
through water or snow on the ground. Before using any light
strings, animated displays or other electrical products outdoors,
make sure the product is approved by a nationally recognized
certification organization and marked for outdoor use.
• Use no more than three standard-size sets of lights per
single extension cord. Don’t use electrical decorations or light
strings on materials that could catch fire. It is important to
turn off all electrical light strings and decorations before leaving home or going to bed. Follow the use and care instructions
that accompany your electrical decorations.
• Rule of thumb, most household circuit breakers are
rated up to either 10 or 15 amps (you can tell by looking at
the breakers themselves) and household current is generally
110 volts. Amps times volts equal the amount of watts that a
breaker can handle without tripping. With caution, learn what
breakers protect each section of your home and label them.
Don’t overload your circuit breakers/fuses.
• For added electric shock protection, plug outdoor electric
lights and decorations into circuits protected by ground fault
circuit interrupters. Portable outdoor GFCIs can be purchased
where electrical supplies are sold. GFCIs can be installed permanently to household circuits by a qualified electrician.
• Turn off all lights when you go to bed or leave the house.
The lights could short out and start a fire. Always have at
least one fire extinguisher available and know how to use it.
In homes with small children or animals, take special care to
avoid decorations that are sharp or breakable.
Practice safety, use common sense and you’ll have a happy,
memorable Halloween!
Source: www.halloween-online.com
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Kids’ Corner Safety Poster
“Don’t touch active wires.”

Max Baker, 9 years old
Max is the son of Travis and Becki Baker, Fulton, S.D. They are
members of Central Electric Cooperative, Mitchell, S.D.
Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, you’ll receive a
prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names
of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.

Reader

Recipes

Crockpot
Creations
Slow Cooker Potato Casserole

Slow Cooker Chocolate Pecan Pie Cake

2 lb. pkg. frozen hash brown
potatoes, partially thawed
2 (10 oz.) cans Cheddar cheese
soup

1 pkg. (2-layer size) chocolate cake mix
2 tsp. McCormick® Cinnamon, Ground
1 T. plus 2 tsp. McCormick® Pure Vanilla
Extract, divided

1 (13 oz.) can evaporated milk,
undiluted
1 can French-fried onions
Salt and pepper to taste

Combine potatoes, soup, milk and half the onions. Pour
into a greased slow cooker. Add salt and pepper to taste.
Cover and cook on LOW 8 or 9 hours or on HIGH for
4 hours. Sprinkle remaining onions over top before serving.
Carolyn Saugstad, Alcester

Slow Cooker Corn
2 (16 oz.) bags frozen corn
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese
1 stick butter

2 T. sugar
2 T. water

Spray inside of 6-quart slow cooker with no stick cooking spray. For the Chocolate
Cake, prepare cake batter as directed on package, stirring in cinnamon and 2 tsp.
vanilla. Pour into greased slow cooker. Place towel over slow cooker and cover with
lid. Cook 2 hours on LOW or until cake is almost set. For the Pecan Pie Topping,
sprinkle pecans over cake. Beat remaining ingredients with wire whisk until smooth.
Slowly pour over pecans. Cover. Cook 10 minutes longer on LOW. Turn off slow
cooker. Carefully remove slow cooker insert and place on wire rack. Cool 20
minutes before serving. Serve with vanilla ice cream, if desired.
Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 580, Total Fat 28g, Saturated Fat 7g,
Sodium 377mg, Cholesterol 57mg, Carbohydrates 78g, Dietary Fiber 2g, Protein 4g
Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Place frozen corn in slow cooker. Cut cheese and butter into
small cubes. Add to corn with sugar and water. Cook on
HIGH for 45 minutes. Stir with a wooden spoon. Turn to
LOW for 3-1/2 hours, stirring occasionally.
Shirley Miller, Winfred

Slow Cooker Whole Chicken
4 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
2 tsp. paprika
1/2 tsp. black pepper
1 tsp. each cayenne pepper, thyme, 1 large roasting chicken
onion powder and white pepper
In a small bowl, combine spices. Place frozen chicken in
slow cooker. Pour seasonings over chicken. Do not add any
liquid. Cook on LOW 4 to 8 hours.

Thyen Family Slow Cooker Dressing
1/2 cup parsley
1 cup diced onions
2 (8 oz.) cans mushrooms
2 cups diced celery
1 cup butter
12 to 13 cups of bread crumbs

1-1/2 tsp. sage
1 tsp. poultry seasoning
1 tsp. thyme
4-1/2 cups chicken broth
2 eggs, well beaten

Saute first 4 ingredients in butter. Combine bread crumbs,
sage, poultry seasoning and thyme. Mix together all
ingredients. Put in slow cooker on HIGH for 45 minutes.
Reduce heat to LOW for 4 to 8 hours.
Emily Luikens, Tea

Morning Slow Cooker Casserole

Teresa Affeldt, Box Elder

Sweet and Sour Pork
1-1/2 to 2 lbs. pork steak, cut
into strips
2 T. canola oil
1 large onion, sliced
1 large green pepper, cut into strips
1 (4 oz.) can mushroom pieces

2 cups chopped pecans
1-1/2 cups light corn syrup
1-1/2 cups firmly packed brown sugar
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, melted

1 (2 lb.) bag frozen hash brown
potatoes
1 lb. diced, cooked and drained
bacon or ham
3/4 cup diced onions
1 green pepper, chopped

1 cup shredded cheese
12 eggs
1 cup milk
1 tsp. salt
Pepper to taste

1 (8 oz.) can tomato sauce
1 cup brown sugar
2 T. vinegar or Worchestershire
sauce
1-1/2 tsp. salt
1 (10 oz.) jar sweet & sour sauce Place layer of frozen hash browns on bottom of slow cooker.

Brown pork in oil; drain. Place all ingredients into slow
cooker. Cover and cook on LOW 6 to 8 hours. May serve
over rice or noodles.

Layer 2 or 3 times the bacon, onions, green peppers, cheese
and hash browns; ending with cheese on top. Beat eggs, milk,
salt and pepper. Pour over all; cover. Cook on LOW for 10
to 12 hours.

Patricia Hopkins, Central City, Neb.

Elaine Rowett, Sturgis

Please send
your favorite
holiday treat,
soup and
brunch recipes
to your local
electric cooperative (address found on
Page 3). Each
recipe printed
will be entered
into a drawing for a prize
in December
2017. All
entries must
include your
name, mailing
address, telephone number
and cooperative name.
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Energy Makeover
Contest
“12 MonTH CHallEngE To
SaVE MonEy anD Win Big”

YOU COULD BE A WINNER! The Energy Makeover Contest gives you twelve chances to win valuable prizes to enhance
efficiency and conservation efforts in your home or business. Each month we will focus on a new topic to help you learn how
little changes can help you save big!
The information gathered will help Sioux Valley Energy continue to educate our members about energy saving practices,
safety, and ensure the programs we offer meet your needs.
CHALLENGE MONTH TWO – FALL INTO SAVINGS
These cool fall days are a reminder of what’s around the corner—WINTER! The greatest sources of heating and cooling losses
are often invisible. Controlling air leaks provides the best way to conserve energy, save money, and increase comfort. Take the
challenge this month and use the checklist to get your home/business ready for the colder months.
• Inspect windows and doors. Make sure all your windows are shut and in locked position. Seal openings between window
frames and siding and around door frames with caulk and weather stripping materials. Caulk can be used to seal openings up to one-quarter inch. For larger gaps, add a backing material before caulking. The best time to apply caulk outside is
during dry weather conditions with outdoor temperatures above 45 degrees. Remove the old caulk with a putty knife, stiff
brush or solvent before applying new caulk. Read the product labels and choose a product that will adhere best for your application. If your budget allows, spend a little more on the higher-quality caulk. Inexpensive caulks may only last a few years,
while premium-priced caulks can be rated for 20 years or more. Install shrink film insulation indoor window kits or storm
windows to windows with significant air leaks. If you can see a sliver of daylight between a door and it’s frame or if you shut
the door and you can pull a piece of paper out without tearing it, add some weather stripping material to seal it up.
• Inspect around plumbing vents, wiring holes, and recessed lights. Seal gaps around hidden spaces. Seal them with caulk,
polyurethane expandable spray foam, or other appropriate materials.
• Inspect around open soffit, kneewalls, furnace flue, duct chaseways, attic hatch, basement rim joist, and foundation. Seal
with caulk and add insulation or other appropriate materials to prevent air leaks, reduce noise and keep out pollen, dust, and
insects.
• Check for drafty switch and outlet covers. Remove the cover plate and insert a foam sealer to stop air leaks.
ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A FALL WEATHERIZATION KIT INCLUDING CAULK, WEATHERSTRIPPING, WINDOW
INSULATION KIT, SWITCH/OUTLET FOAM SEALERS AND MORE. THREE WINNERS WILL BE DRAWN! Please complete
the entry below and mail to Sioux Valley Energy, Energy Makeover Contest, PO Box 216, Colman, SD 57017. The entry is
also available online at www.siouxvalleyenergy.com. One entry per member. Challenge Month Two entry must be received by
November 30th to be eligible for the drawing.
*WATCH FOR NEXT MONTH’S CHALLENGE AND ENTER TO WIN ANOTHER VALUABLE PRIZE!*

CHALLENGE MONTH TWO – FALL INTO SAVINGS
Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_______________ Zip:_______________________________________________
Account Number: ______________________ Phone Number:_____________________ Email:_________________________
What areas did you find leaks? Check all that apply.
□Windows □Doors □Plumbing Vents □Wiring Holes □Recessed Lights □Open Soffit
□Furnace Flue/Duct Chaseways □Attic Hatch □Basement Rim Joist □None

□Behind Kneewalls

Do you plan to take measures to tighten up the leaks? Yes_____ No_______ If yes, what:____________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
I would like more information on:

□Sealing/Insulation Guide □Heat pump rebate □Residential LED program □Commercial/Ag LED program □Weatherization
Program □Yard Light rebate □Marathon Water Heater □Energy Audit □Electric Heat Rate □Electric Car Charging Rate □Time
of Use Rate □Energy Tips

Co-op Connections

SPoTligHT

by Sheila Gross

Hello Gorgeous - Valley Springs, SD
Contact: 605-757-6157 / info@HelloGorgeousInc.com/ www.hellogorgeousinc.com/
Co-op Connection Card Deal: 1/2 OFF Electrolysis/Sugaring Hair Removal Services.
Hello Gorgeous is a ‘Wellness Salon’ that specializes in alternative health products and natural
services. They carry organic hair color, formaldehyde-free nail products, paraben and sulfate-free
products. Owner, Suzy King, says her goal is to provide a service that is above what the customer
expects. She strives to improve a client’s health issues and educate them on other ways to change
illness. Hello Gorgeous specializes in sugaring, electrolysis, healing therapies, detoxification, ear
candling and aroma touch therapy.
Colman Building Center- Colman, SD
Contact: 605-534-3293 / shirley@colmanbuildingcenter.com
Co-op Connection Card Deal: 10% OFF Regular Priced Products Up to $500.
Colman Building Center carries all building materials needed for pole barns and houses as well as a
number of farm and ranch supplies, including feeders, gates and fencing supplies. They also stock
a variety of miscellaneous plumbing, heating, lawncare products and screws/bolts/fasteners. Dean
Gulbranson is the owner of the Colman Building Center and says they are committed to serving
their customers, priding themselves on attention to detail whether it is for a new building project
or a remodel. They strive to be accurate and efficient when ordering materials.
Luann’s Gas & More - Pipestone, MN
Contact: 507-825-5747 / luannsgas@gmail.com / https://www.facebook.com/luannsgasandmore/
Co-op Connection Card Deal: $.05 Discount per Gallon; 6-pack of beef taco’s for $7.99
Luann’s Gas & More offers not only high-grade and premium fuel but also Teco Tacos, pulled pork
burritos and sandwiches, meatloaf or Italian meatball sandwiches, hamburgers, pizzas, breakfast foods
and more! Those who love hunting and fishing can also purchase bait, tackle, shells and licenses at
Luann’s. Owner, Luann Gorter says their goal is to make their customers feel welcome. “It’s very
important to make sure we have what they need and they leave feeling like a friend more than a
customer.” Luann says she will also let her customers “double dip” by allowing them to use the Co-op
Connections discount in conjunction with the BP Driver Reward Points!
Madison Vision Clinic- Madison, SD
Contact: 605-256-2020 / 800-573-2324/ info@madisonvisionclinicsd.com / madisonvisionclinicsd.com
Co-op Connection Card Deal: 20% OFF prescription or non-prescription sunwear
Madison Vision Clinic has been serving Madison and its surrounding communities since the early 1900s
with a tradition of quality service and friendly staff. They stand behind their products and services with
a professional and well-educated team. Owner and Optometrist, Dr. Ashley Crabtree, says they are
dedicated to providing excellent customer service with kindness and compassion using the latest eye care
technology and products available. They take the time to answer your questions and explain treatment
options.
J & M Transmission & Auto Service - Tea, SD
Contact: 605-368-2050 / jmtransmissionservice.com / maryellen@jmtransmissionservice.com
Co-op Connection Card Deal: 10% OFF Regular Priced Product or Service
J&M is a full service repair shop that is locally owned by Jerry and Mary Ellen Heirig. They
offer free vehicle pickup and delivery for local customers so they do not have to worry about
securing a ride. Their goal is to take care of their customers first through communication and
education. “Our goal is not to have the most customers; it is to have the best friends.”
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Taking Shape

Lemmon Artist Transforms Old Iron into Masterpieces

S
Brenda Kleinjan
Below: Artist John Lopez stands in front of
the his Cow Bossman
statue which honors
Ed Lemmon. The mural
on the wall of the Kokomo Inn was created
by Nigerian artists as
a background for the
sculpture.
(Photos Courtesy Artist John Lopez)

tudy one of John Lopez’s hybrid metaL art
sculptures long enough, you might just be able to
decipher what an individual element’s purpose was.
The filigreed piece that forms what looks like
a shield on some pieces may have started out as a
grate on a stove or in a building. Chains and gear
links are formed into various parts of the sculpture.
Disc blades give definition to large muscles on a finished horse or buffalo. The finely textured feathers
of the peacock? Closer examination shows that they
once graced many a dining room table as various
patterns of silverware.
Whether farm implement or table ware or
individual pieces of unidentifiable metal, Lopez’s
talented touch transforms that which may have
been headed to the scrap yard into stunning pieces
of art.
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One of the artist’s newest sculptures is that of Ed
Lemmon, namesake of the northwestern South Dakota community. Lemmon, atop a horse, stands in
the Cow Bossman Square next to Lopez’s Kokomo
Gallery in the Kokomo Inn on Main Street in Lemmon, S.D.
According to Lopez’s description of the monument, he created the statue primarily using scrap
iron donated by local friends and neighbors. The
portrait of Ed Lemmon is cast in bronze making
this monument a Hybrid Metal Sculpture. It took
Lopez about six months to create the work. You can
watch out for the revolver and jack knife donated
in honor of Alvin Jacobs (a cowboy that inspired
John). There are other personal items hidden within
the sculpture which are the fingerprints of the community members.

Photo by John Lopez

At the Grand River Museum,
many of Lopez’s to win awards.
also in Lemmon, Lopez has
“Silverware Peacock” was the
depicted the grizzly bear attack
People’s Choice Award at the anof Hugh Glass. The grizzly bear
nual Sculpture in the Hills Show
comes to life with chains and
in Hill City, S.D.
other metal pieces creating the
You can find Lopez’s more
bear’s fur. Lopez’s portrait of
traditional bronze sculptures as
Glass depicts the terror of the
part of the The City of Presiattack as the ferocious grizzly
dents series in Rapid City (John
advances.
Adams, John F. Kennedy and
“The Last Stand” depicts
John, Jr., Calvin Coolidge,
two bison – one with a likeness
Teddy Roosevelt and Ulysses S.
of Gen. George Custer and the
Grant) or in the Governor’s Trail
other with a likeness of Sitting
in Pierre (Arthur Mellette and
Bull – engaging one another.
Harvey Wollman).
It is on display at the Kokomo
His Hybrid Metal Art can
Gallery, which is open Monday
be found across the breadth of
through Saturdays from May 1
the state and from coast to coast
to Oct. 30.
as pieces are on display in San
Silverware Peacock can be viewed at
Also in the gallery, the aptly
Francisco, New Hampshire,
Lopez’s Kokomo Gallery in Lemmon, S.D.
named “Silverware Peacock”
Texas and points in between.
captures the imagination. Utilizing steel cable and
For more on Lopez’s work, go to http://www.
silverware to create the bird’s tail, the 142 forks, 70
johnlopezstudio.com/ There is also a coffee table
spoons, and 71 butter knives meld into a regal bird
book of Lopez’s work, “John Lopez: Sculpture”
proudly standing on a pillar. The sculpture is one of available as well.

Above: “The Last Stand” depicts two bison butting heads. The
left bison includes a likeness of Gen. George Custer while the
right buffalo pays tribute to Sitting Bull. Right: A close up of
a portion of “The Last Stand” reveals the multi-leveled story
telling that takes place in Lopez’s statues. On the Cover: “War
Horse” stands in front of the Brookings Arts Council building
on Fourth Street in Brookings, S.D.
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ORU Supports Community Project
Several Operation Round Up (ORU) Board Directors attended the ribbon cutting for the new fishing
dock at the Hiawatha Pageant grounds in Pipestone.
Sioux Valley Energy’s Operation Round Up donated
$2,000 to help build the dock. Approximately
$1.5-Million has been awarded to worthy causes since
the year 2000. Participating members “round-up” their
electric bills and the difference of the amount is placed
in a trust which is governed by an independent Board.
ORU board members pictured are (L to R): Joyce
DeClerk, Greg Benda, Alvina Harvey and Connie
Hillard. Not pictured: Randall Questad, Ann Vostad
and Jennifer Stratton. The Sioux Valley Energy
Customers’ Trust Board of Directors meets quarterly in
the months of March, June, September and December.
Applications must be received by the 20th of the
month preceding the board meeting.

Riley Boese Awarded Scholarship
The Jay A. York Scholarship was established in recognition
of the first Minnesotan to head the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA). Jay York was a prominent
figure in rural electric cooperative issues for nearly 30 years. He
was elected in 1964 to the Nobles Cooperative Electric (NCE)
board. Mr. York was not only well-known for his great leadership ability but also great dignity, a disarming understanding
of the issues and an unyielding dedication to his fellow rural
Americans.
This year eleven cooperatives participated in the scholarship
in honor of Jay. They were BENCO Cooperative, Dakota Electric Association, Federated Rural Electric Association, McLeod
Cooperative Power, Nobles Cooperative Electric, People’s
Energy Cooperative, Redwood Electric Cooperative, RenvilleSibley Cooperative Power Association, Sioux Valley Energy,
South Central Electric Association and Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric. From these eleven cooperatives, three winners
were randomly selected. Riley Boese, a Sioux Valley Energy
scholarship nominee was selected out of the three winners.
Yanick Tade (South Central) and Ellie Rohman (Steele-Waseca)
were also selected.
Riley Boese is a freshman attending Hennepin Technical
College in Eden Prairie. She is working on getting her generals
done before continuing her education elsewhere. Riley graduated from Hills-Beaver Creek High School in Hills, Minnesota,
as the salutatorian of her class. She was an active swimmer and
worked at the Luverne Area Aquatics and Fitness as a lifeguard
and swimming lessons instructor.
Each winner receives a $400 scholarship that is made available from the participating cooperatives.
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‘Take Action’ Forums Offer Members
Opportunity to Become Involved
The second annual ‘Take Action’ Forums
were held throughout the month of September
in Brookings, Brandon and Luverne. Featured
speakers included South Dakota Public Utilities
Commissioner Chris Nelson, Congresswoman
Kristi Noem and Minnesota State Senator,
Bill Weber. General Manager and CEO, Tim
McCarthy urged the attendees to get involved in
their local cooperative and pay attention to what is
happening on a legislative and regulatory level.
“This year, the big push in Congress will be on
tax reform and there are several issues Sioux Valley
Energy will be asking for—First, we’d like to see
the Geothermal Heat Pump Tax Credits renewed.
We have thousands of geothermal heat pumps on
our electrical system. Secondly, we want to extend
carbon capture tax credits,” McCarthy said.
During the meetings, members also learned
about the political action committee of the
rural electric cooperatives called ACRE (Action
Committee for Rural Electrification).
“ACRE supports candidates for the U.S. House
and Senate- those in office now and running for
office-who will speak for and protect the interests
of electric cooperatives and their consumerowners. ACRE contributions to candidates are
backed by over 30,000 eligible members across 47
states with an average contribution of $53, making
it truly a grassroots movement,” said McCarthy.

Congratulations to Thomas and Donna Koskamp of
sioux Falls who won the trip to Washington D.C.

Pictured (left): South Dakota Public Utilities Commissioner, Chris nelson, offers comments to
Sioux Valley Energy members regarding the importance of becoming engaged in politics.
Pictured (above): Congresswoman Kristi noem gives attendees in Brookings an overview of
what is happening in Washington D.C.
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Lending a
Helping Hand
Organization Helps Those in Need Bring In the Harvest

D
Jocelyn Romey

uring tragic circumstances, farmers and
ranchers usually don’t have many options. What
happens when a natural disaster, injury, health issue
or fatality is experienced by an agricultural family?
Getting the harvest in on time and cutting
enough hay for the coming year can become major
issues these families face when tragic circumstances
occur. So, in the Midwest, farmers are helping farmers.
Farm Rescue – a nonprofit organization created
in North Dakota and headquartered in Horace,
N.D., just outside of Fargo, is providing help to
farmers and ranchers through the organized efforts
of volunteers. People from across the nation have
volunteered their time and effort to assist agricultural families who need help getting their crops in
during a family crisis. This organization’s volunteers
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not only help harvest and plant crops, but also
haul grain and provide donated hay to farmers and
ranchers affected by the drought.
Bill Gross, founder and president of Farm
Rescue, started the organization in 2005 when it
received its nonprofit status. In 2006, volunteers began their harvest heroism helping families in North
Dakota. Since then, Farm Rescue has grown. It now
offers help to agriculture communities in a five-state
region with plans to expand. Currently, this region
encompasses North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa,
Montana and Minnesota.
Farm Rescue’s Carol Wielenga, program coordinator, said roughly 100 volunteers are called upon
every year. They are included in a database of nearly
1,000 nationwide. Most volunteers have an agriculture background and want to get back to the farm.

Yet, a few come from different demographics. Wielenga said one volunteer was a scientist from NASA.
Ted Smith, director of engineering and operations from Sioux Valley Energy in Colman, S.D., is
one of those volunteers who dedicates his time off
to helping others. He began his work with Farm
Rescue in 2012.
While describing his volunteer services, Smith
said, “Some people think I’m crazy to take my vacation time to go work, but I enjoy it…I’ve worked
for really nice folks over the years.”
Good deeds are not always easy to act out,
however. Smith told one story in which he and his
partner set a record for how many times they could
become stuck in one day while volunteering.
Smith said, “I don’t think anyone has broken our
record yet, at least I hope not.”
Farm Rescue not only relies on volunteers like
Smith, but also sponsors and donors to aid farmers
and ranchers.
One donor heavily involved in aiding agricultural families through Farm Rescue is RDO

Equipment Co. From the
beginning, this company has
been the sole donator of all
the equipment needed by
volunteers to plant, harvest
and haul.
Currently, Farm Rescue employs four full-time
employees and is managed by
a board of directors. These directors make the qualification
decisions of every applicant requesting help from
Farm Rescue. Wielenga described the application
process as easy and quick. She also noted that many
requests for assistance are made anonymously by a
friend of the family. Since Farm Rescue assists families who are usually stressed, the application process
is simple and has no cut-off date. This ensures that
help is available for any family in need.
Information regarding qualification for assistance
can be found on Farm Rescue’s website
www.farmrescue.org.

Above: Volunteers
pause from their duties
to pose for a photo.
Top: A Farm Rescue
combine and semi
trailer continue the
harvest at dusk.
Opposite Page: Farm
Rescue volunteers
harvest soybeans.
Left: Farm Rescue volunteers operate an air
seeder to help a farm
family in crisis during
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District Meetings Set

Unclaimed
Capital Credits

Sioux Valley Energy District #8

Each year when Sioux Valley Energy mails capital credit
checks to former customers, some are returned because
the person has moved. If you know any of the people on
this list, who are shown at the last known location in our
records, please tell them to contact Sioux Valley Energy to
claim their capital credit check. They can call 1-800-2341960. This list is continued from last month.

Vacancy In District 8
Director, Gary Drost, has chosen
to not seek re-election in 2018.
This creates a vacancy on the
Board of Directors for District #8.
Sioux Valley Energy encourages
District #8 members to consider
running for the vacant Board seat
if they are qualified, willing and
able to serve in that capacity.
District #8 consists of the
townships located in Rock County,
Minnesota, which lie within Range
44, 45, 46 and 47 and townships
101 and 102.
Elections will be held in districts
8, 9 and 10. Petition Deadline for
District 8 is January 26, 2018;
District 9 is January 25, 2018 and
District 10 is January 19, 2018.
(All candidates must file a petition)
A complimentary dinner will be
served beginning at 5:30 p.m. and
the meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 1
District 6- Location: Brandon
Valley High School - Brandon, SD
Monday, March 5
District 4- Location: Madison High
School Commons - Madison, SD
Tuesday, March 6
District 3- Location: William J.
Janklow Community Center Flandreau, SD
Thursday, March 8
District 1- Location: McKnight
Hall - White, SD
Monday, March 12
District 2- Location: Sioux Valley
Middle School Gym - Volga, SD
Monday, March 19
District 5- Location: Taopi HallColton, SD
**Tuesday, March 20
District 10- Location: Edgerton
Public School - Edgerton, MN
Thursday, March 22
District 7- Location: West Central
School - Hartford, SD
**Monday, March 26
District 9- Location: Pipestone
High School - Pipestone, MN
**Tuesday, March 27
District 8- Location: Grand Prairie
Events Center - Luverne, MN
**Denotes Election Meetings

south Dakota

TEA
TEA
TORONTO
VALLEY SPRINGS
VALLEY SPRINGS
VALLEY SPRINGS
VALLEY SPRINGS
VALLEY SPRINGS
VALLEY SPRINGS
VALLEY SPRINGS
VALLEY SPRINGS
VALLEY SPRINGS
VERMILLION
VERMILLION
VOLGA
VOLGA
VOLGA
VOLGA
VOLGA
VOLGA
VOLGA
VOLGA
WATERTOWN
WATERTOWN
WATERTOWN
WAUBAY
WHITE
WHITE
YANKTON
YANKTON
YANKTON
YANKTON
ZELL

Texas

ALPINE
MCALLEN
RICHARDSON
WOLFFORTH

Washington

BELLINGHAM
CLARKSTON
STANWOOD

Wisconsin

APPLETON
GLENWOOD CITY
JANESVILLE
LITTLE CHUTE
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OEHLK,ROGER
PANEK, JEFF
LOVRE, TERRY
BACKES, TODD & KIM
BETZ, ROY & LINDA
BRATLAND, CHAD
DENHERDER, TROY
LEWIS, SHELLEE
MAHONEY, MINGO
METTEERS, KYM
PRAIRIE WINDS EXPRESS
PAT SHRAMM
SEHR, KEVEN & KIMBERLY
DILLON, ROBERT
MELIUS, DEAN
BENSON, IDA
DENISON, TRAVIS & STACEY
LOBAN, KATHRYN
MCCUEN, DON
NELSON, JESSIE & KELLA
QUAM, ALTON
VANDERWAL BROTHERS
C/O STEVE
WILSON, DEL & SONJA
BENTHIN, LARRY & SHIRLEY
THOMPSON, ALLEN & JOYCE M
VANEMMERIK, CHARLES
PITZL, KENT
GRASLIE, BRIAN
SKOGEN, DOUG & SANDY
FOUNTAIN, DONALD & CAROL
GARNER, ROBERT
KIRSCHMAN, GARY
RICHARD, MARK
MUELLENBERG, STEVEN
CHRISTIANSEN, BARRY & LESLIE
SASGES, GEORGE
WHITSON, MICHAEL & RONDA
SMITH, SCOTT & JANA
CLARK, NORVILLE
ROZELL, MARK & JODI
WICKEN, ANDREW
KRUEGER, KRAIG & LAURE
HOILAND, ARTIS
PROCHAZKA, TERRY
DAVIS,BARBARA

Statement of Ownership
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Regional Dateline

October 22
Kidz Bop Kids Best Time Ever
Tour, Sioux Falls, SD
605-367-7288
October 27-29
Autumn Festival
Sioux Falls, SD, 402-331-2889
October 27-29
ZooBoo, Sioux Falls, SD
605-367-7003

Events of Special Note

November 24
Trap Shoot (Meat Shoot)
Izaak Walton League Club
Lunch Available, 11a.m.
605-332-9527

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative.
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event.
Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event.

November 11
Foo Fighters, Sioux Falls, SD
605-367-7288
November 17-18
Holiday Arts Christmas Craft
Show, Masonic Temple
112 East 5th, Mitchell, SD
605-359-2049
Find us on Facebook

November 10-12, 16-19
Green Earth Players presents
Miracle on 34th Street
Evening shows 7:30 p.m.
Sundays 2 p.m. Matinee
Luverne, MN, Call DJ Juethje
507-227-9006

November 17-January 7
Winter Wonderland
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-275-6060

November 11
Lake Campbell Lutheran
Lutefisk Supper, Volga, SD
605-692-8781 or
605-692-4592

December 1-2, 7-9, 14-16
Strawbale Winery Twilight
Flights, Renner, SD
605-543-5071

November 11
Holiday Extravaganza
Sisseton, SD, 605-698-7425

October 21-January 7
Pheasant Hunting Season
Statewide, Pierre, SD
605-223-7660
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October 22
Buffalo Ridge Chorale present
Melodies of Peace, 4 p.m.
Church of St. John Cantius
Wilno, MN, The music expresses
our thankfulness, faith, peace
and hope for the world we live
in, The performance will
feature solos by David
Moklebust on the beautiful
Church of St. John Cantius’s
pipe organ, Cost is $8 and
children age 14 and under are
free, After the performance, a
light supper will be available

November 24
Annual Parade of Lights
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-338-4009

December 1-3, 8-10
Al Opland Singers present
Another Christmas Show
Pipestone Performing Arts
Center, Fridays and Saturdays

at 7:30 p.m., Sundays at
3 p.m., Tickets available at the
Museum Box Office Monday
through Saturday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., 507 825-2020
or 877 722-2787, Tickets are
reserved and are $15 each for
adults, $7 students and
$37 for Family
December 9
Lake Campbell Lutheran Cookie
Walk, Volga, SD, 605-534-3602
December 14-17
21st Annual “Christmas at the
Cathedral” for the Cathedral of
St. Joseph and Bishop Dudley
Hospitality House Endowments
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph
Concerts: Dec. 14 – 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 15 – 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 16 – 1 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 17 – 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-988-3765
December 15-17
Sioux Empire Wacipi
Sioux Falls, SD, 310-922-1886

December 15-March 31
South Dakota Snowmobile
Trails Season, Lead, SD
605-584-3896
December 31
Make-A-Wish New Year’s Eve
Dance, Ramkota Hotel and
Convention Center
Aberdeen, SD, 605-370-4588
January 21
Trap Shoot (Meat Shoot)
Izaak Walton League Club
Lunch Available, 11a.m.
605-332-9527
February 18
Trap Shoot (Meat Shoot)
Izaak Walton League Club
Lunch Available, 11a.m.
605-332-9527
March 18
Trap Shoot (Meat Shoot)
Izaak Walton League Club
Lunch Available, 11a.m.
605-332-9527

