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Manager Column 

New Shop at Colman Headquarters 

Tim McCarthy 
General Manager/CEO 

For those of you who have 
driven past the Colman 
headquarters in the last month 
and a half, you will notice 
a good deal of construction 
activity that is rapidly changing 
the landscape on the grounds. 
The first thing that may have 
caught your eye is the work that 
the South Dakota Department 
of Transportation (DOT) is 
doing to add a turn lane at 
the Southeast corner of the 

property heading on to Highway 
77 North. This addresses a long 
overdue safety concern for our 

employees as well as the general public. 
As part of this project, we have removed all of the entrances 

to the property from the south off of Highway 34.  There have 
been accidents there in the past and numerous close calls.   We 
have been working closely with the State DOT to develop a 
safer option for our members and guests to enter the premises. 
This new configuration will route traffic to the county road 
where there will be two entrances from the east, one for the 
general public and one for our service vehicles and material 
deliveries. There is a lot less traffic on this road traveling at 
greatly reduced speeds due to the corner located there. This 
change provides safer conditions for our large service vehicles 
to enter and exit the highway and will help with the overall 
flow of traffic on Highway 34. 

This change is part of a larger plan to redesign the traffic 
flow on our grounds and improve the overall security of the 
cooperative’s property and materials. The redesign, when 
completed, will allow our trucks and materials to be placed in 
a secured location behind fencing. 

The other noticeable change is the building that is being 
erected on the Headquarter property. Our Board of Directors 
made the decision to invest in a new 
shop where our line trucks, digger 
derricks, and other equipment are 
serviced.  As line trucks have gotten 
bigger and booms taller, we have 
struggled to safely drive our service 
vehicles into the existing truck bay 
of the shop which was originally 
constructed in the mid 1950’s.  In 
fact, some of the trucks can’t even be 
driven into the old shop because of 
size constraints. As our fleet has grown, 
we have not only outgrown the height 
limitations of the current shop but 
we are bursting at the seams trying to 

securely store the inventory it takes to service all of the fleet 
vehicles. 

The new shop will be connected to our warehouse and will 
offer some extra storage room for distribution system supplies 
as well. Along with this, we will be able to move other pieces 
of equipment that are currently stored outside into the shop 
when not in use. This ultimately equates to a real savings 
as it eliminates ongoing wear and tear experienced through 
the harsh weather extremes we see in our region and it will 
lengthen the useful life of this equipment. 

As you read in last month’s magazine, we will likely see 
electric rates increase in 2017 due to increases in power 
supply cost. I want to make sure our members understand 
and know the difference in the power supply cost, which is 
a pass through to the end consumer, versus the capital costs 
associated with investments like this project which we must 
complete to maintain the ability to operate the cooperative 
for the members. The reshaping of the grounds and new 
shop project in Colman are capital investments.  The dollars 
spent on this project will be depreciated over a period of 49 
years.  This project’s cost falls under the classification of a 
“distribution expense.” Distribution expenses are those that 
the cooperative has a much greater amount of direct control 
over. They are expenditures that are typically planned for 
and capitalized. Of our total budgeted cost per kilowatt hour 
of 9.5 cents, distribution costs only contribute three cents. 
Distribution costs are those that the cooperative has a much 
greater amount of direct control over, such as poles, wires, 
payroll, insurance, taxes, etc. We have been completing the 
necessary capital projects each year while holding this cost 
steady for quite some time. In short, this project and others 
like it, have a very negligible impact on electric rates. 

We are excited to improve the safety of our grounds and 
add this much needed facility to the assets of Sioux Valley 
Energy. We look forward to utilizing it to help us in our efforts 
to provide the most reliable system and best service we can to 
our members! 
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Sioux Valley Energy Cooperative Connections is published 
monthly by Sioux Valley Southwestern Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., PO Box 216, Junction Hwy 34 & 77, Colman, SD 57017, 
for its members. Customers subscribe to the publication as 
part of their electric cooperative membership. The purpose 
of Sioux Valley Energy Cooperative Connections is to 
provide reliable, helpful information to Sioux Valley Energy 
customers on matters pertaining to electric cooperatives and 
better living. 

Subscription information: Electric cooperative members 
devote not more than 50 cents from their monthly electric 
payments for a subscription. Non-member subscriptions are 
available for $12 annually. Periodicals Postage Paid at Colman, 
SD 57017 and at additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
PO Box 216, Colman, SD 57017. 
How to contact us: 
Phone: 1-800-234-1960 
e-mail: sve@siouxvalleyenergy.com 
Website: www.siouxvalleyenergy.com 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program 
complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http:// 
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any 
USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. 
You may also write a letter containing all of the information 
requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form 
or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 
or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

What causes 
electric “blinks”? 
“Blinks” mean the system 
is working correctly 
We often hear from members the question-- “What causes my lights to 
blink?” The utility network is subject to certain short-term losses of power, 
and Sioux Valley Energy does take measures to prevent or minimize these 
occurrences.  However, blinking lights are a result of momentary outages 
that occur when some type of disturbance exists on the line. This could be a 
lightning strike, an automobile or other equipment striking a pole or ground 
enclosure, animals and tree branches getting in contact with energized lines 
and a host of other reasons. 

When lights blink, it is an indication that the cooperative’s equipment 
is operating properly.  If a fault or short circuit happens on a power line, a 
device opens or trips to stop the flow of electricity, then quickly resets itself 
to restore the power.  The device can do this up to three times; after three 
attempts it will open permanently until it is manually reset.  Although the 
process is quick-and usually temporary-it may cause your lights to blink, 
making it necessary to reset digital clocks and appliances with digital 
displays. 

Although the weather and nature’s creatures are beyond our control, 
cooperative members 
can lessen the effects 
of inconvenient 
“blinks” by 
purchasing small 
appliances and 
digital clocks which 
have the capability 
of battery backup. 
Also, whole house 
surge protection is 
ALWAYS a good 
idea along with a 
UPS (uninterrupted 
power supply) unit, 
especially for your 
computers, TVs and 
any highly sensitive 
electrical device. 

Sioux Valley Energy’s headquarters, Colman, S.D. 
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Spaghetti Corn
1 can creamed corn
2 cups broken spaghetti
1 stick melted butter

1 can whole corn
1 cup Monterey Jack cheese
Onion, optional

Combine all ingredients; pour into buttered casserole. Bake 
at 350°F. for 25 minutes with lid off and an additional 20 
minutes with lid on.

Nikki Larson, Hayti

Pasta Bake
1 lb. ground beef
3 cups penne pasta, cooked and 

drained
1 (24 oz.) jar spaghetti sauce

1/2 cup grated Parmesan  
cheese, divided

1-1/2 cups shredded    
mozzarella cheese

Brown beef and drain. Add pasta, sauce and 1/2 the 
Parmesan cheese, mixing well. Spoon into a 9x13-inch 
baking dish. Top with remaining cheeses. Bake at 375°F. for 
20 minutes or until heated thru.

Mary Jessen, Holabird
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Plenty of
Pasta

RecipesReader

Sausage and Pepper Spaghetti Pie
8 oz. spaghetti
1 T. olive oil
1/2 lb. Italian sausage, casing removed
1 cup thinly sliced green bell pepper
1 cup thinly sliced onion wedges
1 (14.5 oz.) can diced tomatoes, undrained
2 tsps. Rosemary leaves

1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. oregano leaves
1 tsp. thyme leaves
1/2 tsp. salt
2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese,  

divided
8 eggs

Cook spaghetti as directed on package. Drain well. Meanwhile, heat oil in large 
ovenproof skillet on medium-high heat. Break up sausage in skillet. Add bell 
pepper and onion; cook and stir 5 minutes or until sausage is browned. Add 
tomatoes, rosemary, garlic powder, oregano, thyme and salt; cook and stir 10 
minutes until most of the liquid has evaporated. Beat eggs in large bowl. Add 
spaghetti and 1 cup of the cheese; mix well. Stir into mixture in skillet. Cook on 
medium-low heat 5 minutes or until bottom is set. Sprinkle with remaining 1 cup 
cheese. Bake at 350°F. for 8 to 10 minutes or until center is just set and cheese is 
melted. Cut into 8 wedges to serve.

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 367, Total Fat 19g, Cholesterol 
246mg, Sodium 754mg, Carbohydrates 28g, Dietary Fiber 2g, Protein 21g

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Refrigerator Chicken Casserole
2 to 2-1/2 cups diced cooked 

chicken
2 cups elbow macaroni, uncooked
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 soup can milk
1-3/4 cup chicken broth

1 small onion, finely chopped
1/2 green pepper, diced
1 (2 oz.) jar pimento, diced
1 (5 oz.) can sliced water 

chestnuts
8 oz. Cheddar cheese, grated

Mix together all ingredients in order given. Pour into 
well-greased 9x13-inch pan. Cover with aluminum foil. 
Refrigerate overnight until ready to bake. Uncover and bake 
at 350°F. for 1 hour.

Karen Huether, Tripp

Fettuccini Alfredo
24 oz. dry fettuccini pasta
1 cup butter
3/4 pint heavy cream
Salt and pepper to taste 

1 dash garlic salt
3/4 cup grated Romano cheese
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese 

Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil. Add 
fettuccini and cook for 8 to 10 minutes or until al dente; 
drain. In a large saucepan, melt butter into cream over low 
heat. Add salt, pepper and garlic salt. Stir in cheese over 
medium heat until melted; this will thicken the sauce. 
Add pasta to sauce. Use enough of the pasta so that all of 
the sauce is used and the pasta is thoroughly coated. Serve 
immediately.

Jillian Nedved, Harrisburg

Tomato Basil Linguine
1 lb. Brie cheese, rind removed 

and cut into small pieces
4 large tomatoes, coarsely 

chopped
1 cup chopped fresh basil
1/2 cup olive oil

3 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
1-1/2 lbs. uncooked linguine
Shredded Parmesan cheese

In a large serving bowl, combine Brie, tomatoes, basil, oil, 
garlic, salt and pepper. Let stand at room temperature for 
up to 1-1/2 hours. Cook linguine according to package 
directions; drain. Toss with cheese mixture. Sprinkle with 
Parmesan cheese. Serve immediately.

Stephanie Fossum, Hudson

Please send 
your favorite 
crockpot, holi-
day treat  and 
soup recipes 
to your local 
electric cooper-
ative (address 
found on Page 
3). Each recipe 
printed will be 
entered into a 
drawing for a 
prize in Decem-
ber 2016. All 
entries must 
include your 
name, mailing 
address, tele-
phone number 
and coopera-
tive name.

Safety Tips
 

Fall Electrical Safety Tips
 
As the calendar makes its way ever closer to October, we 
fi nd ourselves preparing for fall. During this transitional pe
riod, when the kids are headed for school but the weather has 
yet to cool down, it’s a good time to review fall electrical safety. 
When activities move inside, it’s important to consider the 
electrical hazards that become more prevalent as the tempera
tures begin to plummet. We’ve put together a list of practical 
safety tips for both inside and outside the home. 

Outdoor Electrical Safety 
Electrical Wires – When using your ladder outside, especially 

for projects on the roof or rain gutter, be mindful of overhead 
electrical wires. 

Battery Chargers – Unplug and store those battery chargers 
for yard tools that won’t be used until next spring. 

Outdoor Devices – Protect outdoor electrical devices from 
moisture. Cover any exposed electrical outlets and check out
door electrical cords for damage or a faulty connection. 

Leaves/Debris – Keep fallen leaves away from outdoor 
outlets, power cords and outdoor lighting. Also make sure that 
tree debris is kept away from the air conditioner condenser. 

Cold Weather Tools – Inspect the electrical tools that you 
will be using for fall yard work. Make sure to check the cords 
for wear and tear – and either repair damaged equipment or 
replace it. 

Outdoor Lighting – Less sunlight in the fall will mean the ex
terior lights to the house will be on longer. Check the lights to 
ensure that the bulbs are the correct wattage and that any cords 
have not been damaged over the summer. 

Indoor Electrical Safety 
Electric Blankets – Make sure that you inspect all of your 

electric blankets for worn areas both in the fabric and on the 
electrical cord. Never tuck an electrical blanket under a mat
tress or animals to sleep on them. 

Space Heaters – If you use a space heater, inspect it and have 
a quick test run before running it this season. Be mindful of 
space heater placement. Always allow at least a foot of space 
around the perimeter of unit and never leave unattended tod
dlers in the same room with one. 

Smoke/CO Detectors – Every season you should check your 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. Since the fall usually 
means more inside activities, including cooking and use of the 
fi replace, it’s good practice to ensure the smoke detectors are 
working properly. If you own gas heater, stoves or other gas-
fueled appliances, make sure that you own CO detectors – and 
that they are working properly. 

Light Bulbs – In the fall we start to lose daylight, which will 
mean more dependence on indoor lighting. Check the bulbs 
throughout the house to make sure they are the proper wattage 
for the size of the light fi xture. 

Source: www.universalhomeexperts.com 
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• Amendment R merely updates our Constitution’s 
language to reflect today’s marketplace for work-W H A T 
ers and employer needs. 

• Employers will have an easier time finding special
ized workers with a specific skill set. W I L L  

IT 
• More students will have access to programs that 

bring them immediate employment. 
• Technical institutes and career education programs 

will have direct access to government deci
sion-makers for support and funding. 

• Amendment R improves communication and 
support among the career and technical education 
schools and their governing body. 

• As workers fill positions that would otherwise have 
remained empty, South Dakota’s economy grows. 

DO? 
Kidsʼ Corner Safety Poster 
“Always unplug your cord before putting a knife in to get 
the bread out..” 

Jacyne Romey, 11 years old 
Jacyne is the daughter of Tracy Romey, Oelrichs, S.D. She is a 
member of Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Custer, S.D. 

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric coop-
erative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, youʼll receive a 
prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names 
of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged. 

http:www.universalhomeexperts.com
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Fall Electrical Safety Tips
As the calendar makes its way ever closer to October, we 
fi nd ourselves preparing for fall. During this transitional pe-
riod, when the kids are headed for school but the weather has 
yet to cool down, it’s a good time to review fall electrical safety. 
When activities move inside, it’s important to consider the 
electrical hazards that become more prevalent as the tempera-
tures begin to plummet. We’ve put together a list of practical 
safety tips for both inside and outside the home.

Outdoor Electrical Safety
Electrical Wires – When using your ladder outside, especially 

for projects on the roof or rain gutter, be mindful of overhead 
electrical wires.

Battery Chargers – Unplug and store those battery chargers 
for yard tools that won’t be used until next spring.

Outdoor Devices – Protect outdoor electrical devices from 
moisture. Cover any exposed electrical outlets and check out-
door electrical cords for damage or a faulty connection.

Leaves/Debris – Keep fallen leaves away from outdoor 
outlets, power cords and outdoor lighting. Also make sure that 
tree debris is kept away from the air conditioner condenser.

Cold Weather Tools – Inspect the electrical tools that you 
will be using for fall yard work. Make sure to check the cords 
for wear and tear – and either repair damaged equipment or 
replace it.

Outdoor Lighting – Less sunlight in the fall will mean the ex-
terior lights to the house will be on longer. Check the lights to 
ensure that the bulbs are the correct wattage and that any cords 
have not been damaged over the summer.

Indoor Electrical Safety
Electric Blankets – Make sure that you inspect all of your 

electric blankets for worn areas both in the fabric and on the 
electrical cord. Never tuck an electrical blanket under a mat-
tress or animals to sleep on them.

Space Heaters – If you use a space heater, inspect it and have 
a quick test run before running it this season. Be mindful of 
space heater placement. Always allow at least a foot of space 
around the perimeter of unit and never leave unattended tod-
dlers in the same room with one.

Smoke/CO Detectors – Every season you should check your 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. Since the fall usually 
means more inside activities, including cooking and use of the 
fi replace, it’s good practice to ensure the smoke detectors are 
working properly. If you own gas heater, stoves or other gas-
fueled appliances, make sure that you own CO detectors – and 
that they are working properly.

Light Bulbs – In the fall we start to lose daylight, which will 
mean more dependence on indoor lighting. Check the bulbs 
throughout the house to make sure they are the proper wattage 
for the size of the light fi xture.

Source: www.universalhomeexperts.com

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local electric coop-
erative (address found on Page 3). If your poster is published, youʼll receive a 
prize. All entries must include your name, age, mailing address and the names 
of your parents. Colored drawings are encouraged.
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“Always unplug your cord before putting a knife in to get 
the bread out..”

Jacyne Romey, 11 years old 
Jacyne is the daughter of Tracy Romey, Oelrichs, S.D. She is a 
member of Black Hills Electric Cooperative, Custer, S.D.
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• Amendment R merely updates our Constitution’s 
language to reflect today’s marketplace for work-
ers and employer needs.

• Employers will have an easier time finding special-
ized workers with a specific skill set.

• More students will have access to programs that 
bring them immediate employment.

• Technical institutes and career education programs 
will have direct access to government deci-
sion-makers for support and funding.

• Amendment R improves communication and 
support among the career and technical education 
schools and their governing body.

• As workers fill positions that would otherwise have 
remained empty, South Dakota’s economy grows.

W H A T 
W I L L

IT 
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Reader Recipes
 

Plenty of
Pasta 

Refrigerator Chicken Casserole 
2 to 2-1/2 cups diced cooked 1 small onion, finely chopped 

chicken	 1/2 green pepper, diced 
2 cups elbow macaroni, uncooked 1 (2 oz.) jar pimento, diced 
1 can cream of mushroom soup 1 (5 oz.) can sliced water 
1 can cream of chicken soup chestnuts 
1 soup can milk 8 oz. Cheddar cheese, grated 
1-3/4 cup chicken broth 

Mix together all ingredients in order given. Pour into 
well-greased 9x13-inch pan. Cover with aluminum foil. 
Refrigerate overnight until ready to bake. Uncover and bake 
at 350°F. for 1 hour. 

Karen Huether, Tripp 

Fettuccini Alfredo 
24 oz. dry fettuccini pasta 1 dash garlic salt 
1 cup butter 3/4 cup grated Romano cheese 
3/4 pint heavy cream 1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil. Add 
fettuccini and cook for 8 to 10 minutes or until al dente; 
drain. In a large saucepan, melt butter into cream over low 
heat. Add salt, pepper and garlic salt. Stir in cheese over 
medium heat until melted; this will thicken the sauce. 
Add pasta to sauce. Use enough of the pasta so that all of 
the sauce is used and the pasta is thoroughly coated. Serve 
immediately. 

Jillian Nedved, Harrisburg 

Tomato Basil Linguine 
1 lb. Brie cheese, rind removed 3 garlic cloves, minced 

and cut into small pieces 1/2 tsp. salt 
4 large tomatoes, coarsely 1/4 tsp. pepper 

chopped	 1-1/2 lbs. uncooked linguine 
1 cup chopped fresh basil Shredded Parmesan cheese 
1/2 cup olive oil 

In a large serving bowl, combine Brie, tomatoes, basil, oil, 
garlic, salt and pepper. Let stand at room temperature for 
up to 1-1/2 hours. Cook linguine according to package 
directions; drain. Toss with cheese mixture. Sprinkle with 
Parmesan cheese. Serve immediately. 

Stephanie Fossum, Hudson 

Sausage and Pepper Spaghetti Pie 
8 oz. spaghetti 1 tsp. garlic powder 
1 T. olive oil 1 tsp. oregano leaves 
1/2 lb. Italian sausage, casing removed 1 tsp. thyme leaves 
1 cup thinly sliced green bell pepper 1/2 tsp. salt 
1 cup thinly sliced onion wedges 2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese,  
1 (14.5 oz.) can diced tomatoes, undrained divided 
2 tsps. Rosemary leaves 8 eggs 

Cook spaghetti as directed on package. Drain well. Meanwhile, heat oil in large 
ovenproof skillet on medium-high heat. Break up sausage in skillet. Add bell 
pepper and onion; cook and stir 5 minutes or until sausage is browned. Add 
tomatoes, rosemary, garlic powder, oregano, thyme and salt; cook and stir 10 
minutes until most of the liquid has evaporated. Beat eggs in large bowl. Add 
spaghetti and 1 cup of the cheese; mix well. Stir into mixture in skillet. Cook on 
medium-low heat 5 minutes or until bottom is set. Sprinkle with remaining 1 cup 
cheese. Bake at 350°F. for 8 to 10 minutes or until center is just set and cheese is 
melted. Cut into 8 wedges to serve. 

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 367, Total Fat 19g, Cholesterol 
246mg, Sodium 754mg, Carbohydrates 28g, Dietary Fiber 2g, Protein 21g 

Pictured, Cooperative Connections 

Spaghetti Corn 
Please send 1 can creamed corn 1 can whole corn 
your favorite 2 cups broken spaghetti 1 cup Monterey Jack cheese crockpot, holi

1 stick melted butter Onion, optional day treat  and 
soup recipes 

Combine all ingredients; pour into buttered casserole. Bake to your local 
at 350°F. for 25 minutes with lid off and an additional 20 electric cooper-
minutes with lid on. ative (address 
Nikki Larson, Hayti	 found on Page 

3). Each recipe 
printed will be Pasta Bake 
entered into a 

1 lb. ground beef 1/2 cup grated Parmesan  drawing for a 
prize in Decem3 cups penne pasta, cooked and cheese, divided 
ber 2016. All drained	 1-1/2 cups shredded    
entries must 1 (24 oz.) jar spaghetti sauce mozzarella cheese 
include your 
name, mailing 

Brown beef and drain. Add pasta, sauce and 1/2 the address, tele-
Parmesan cheese, mixing well. Spoon into a 9x13-inch phone number 
baking dish. Top with remaining cheeses. Bake at 375°F. for and coopera
20 minutes or until heated thru. tive name. 
Mary Jessen, Holabird 
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EmPOWER Youth Leadership 
Tour Basin Electric 

In order to witness the process of energy production, the 
students were also able to dedicate a full day to tour the North 
Dakota Energy Trail in Beulah.  On this tour, stops were made 
at the Dakota Gasification Company’s Great Plains Synfuels 
Plant, the Coteau Properties’ Company Freedom Mine and 
the Antelope Valley Station. Wind turbines were also inspected 
and discussed on the return trip after making a pit stop to gain 
a closer look at a few. 

Sioux Valley Energy and Bon Homme-Yankton Electric 
participants also toured the Deer Creek Station near Elkton. 

This excursion not only provided the students with an 
education on energy production, but it also offered valuable 
understanding about the importance and influence of their 
local cooperatives. Topics such as the co-op’s business model 
and the benefits accrued by being a cooperative member were 
discussed and witnessed during the tours. It was an engag
ing experience that these students will remember when they 
become active community leaders and cooperative members. 

Thirty-two teens from across Sioux Valley Energy’s service 
territory joined 24 other kids from South Dakota and western 
Minnesota on the 2016 Youth Excursion to North Dakota. 
The four-day excursion was held July 25-28. During the trip 
students learned about cooperative basics, experienced energy 
production and the process by which it is delivered to their 
homes and businesses. Cooperatives believe that investing in 
this state’s young community members is an investment in the 
future. In order to secure the safety and success of our future 
energy and cooperative business model, an investment was 
made in 56 young community leaders throughout the state 
during the 2016 Youth Excursion. 

On the first day of touring, the students were able to visit 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative and the National Energy 
Center of Excellence at Bismarck State College in Bismarck, 
N.D. At these stops, they learned how energy is produced, 
marketed and delivered. EmPOWER students were also able 
to visit the member-owned BisMan Community Food Co-op 
in Bismarck and see how local producers provide fresh goods 
to the community. 
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Autumn Mendro and MacKenzie Ketcham: 

“Bridge Over Water” with Madison Lee and Maci Law. 

Students at Basin Electric learning about markets. 

When life gives you lemons, make electricity! 

Brody Wanner driving the CDL simulator in the 
National Energy Center of Excellence at BSC. 

COOpEraTivE COnnECTiOns • September 2016 

Sioux Valley Energy Employees and 
EmPOWER Youth Leadership 

Volunteer at Project S.O.S
Twenty-seven EmPOWER Youth Leadership students and five 

employees from Sioux Valley Energy helped out at the Banquet’s 
Project S.O.S (Supply Our Students). The project helps provide 
students in need with new backpacks and school supplies. Over 

5,250 backpacks were distributed to students this year.. 

Baltic High School 
MacKenzie Ketcham 

Brandon Valley High School 
Kassidi Bailey 
Elizabeth Braley 
Erika Christopherson 
Emma Eichelberg 
Nicole Huebner 
MacKenzie Ketcham 
Madison Lee 
Bethany Malsam 
Nevaeh Munce 
Anna Nuss 
Danielle Spencer 

Brookings High School 
Marina Du 
Maci Law 

Chester Area High School 
Emma Roling 

Colman-Egan High School 
Riley Blissmer 
Garrett Satterly 
Adrienne Towne 

Kayla Triebwasser 
Brody Wanner 

Edgerton Public High School 
Lila Ockenga 

Elkton High School 
Ashley Skeels 

Estelline High School 
Elizabeth Hofer 
Maria Martinez 

Garretson High School 
Emily Malsom 

Luverne High School 
Ashlee Boltjes 
Jacinda Hustoft 
Nathan Overgaard 

Madison High School 
Morgan Johnson 

Pipestone High School 
Kaitlyn Draper 
Lauren Lapthorn 
Autumn Mendro 

Rutland High School 
Jack Olson 

EmPOWER Youth Excursion Participants 
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Members’ Democratic Participation 

Co-op Annual Meetings 
Give Members a Voice 

By
 
Brenda Kle in jan
  

and
  
Meghaan Evans
  

Each and every year, cooperative members are 
encouraged to attend their local cooperative annual 
meeting and exercise that most fundamental of 
democratic principles – the right to vote. 

Your cooperative is not owned by far away inves
tors, and it is not run by an appointed board of 
directors. It is run by a democratically elected board 
of directors – a board who is given the privilege to 
serve because of your vote. 

A cooperative members’ vote is his or her say in 
the business dealings of their cooperative, whether it 
be their electric cooperative, telephone cooperative, 
grain or elevator cooperative or similar businesses. 
That vote by the very same people using the busi
ness’ products and services is what sets co-ops apart 

from other types of businesses. 
Votes for candidates for local boards of directors 

are not typically flashy affairs with big campaigns. 
In many cases, a nominating committee works 
to find interested people to stand for election. At 
other cooperatives, members petition to run for 
the board. The end result is that an individual is 
selected to represent his or her neighbors in making 
decisions that ensure their homes, farms/ranches 
and businesses are best served by the cooperative. 

At the end of the day, the members hold the 
power with their vote. 

The directors of your local cooperative are mem
bers of your community. They are concerned with 
the issues you face every day because they face them 
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Left: A banner hoisted 
between two bucket 
trucks welcomes 
members to their an
nual meeting in Lennox 
this June. Opposite 
Page: The annual 
meeting format allows 
members to learn more 
about issues facing 
their cooperative on a 
national, state and lo
cal level. Inset: Future 
co-op members, such 
as Brooklyn Kodet 
at her co-op annual 
meeting in Bird Island, 
Minn., in March, often 
win prizes selected 
just for kids.Ph

ot
o 

C
ou

rte
sy

 S
ou

th
ea

st
er

n 
El

ec
tri

c 
C

oo
pe

ra
tiv

e/
M

ar
io

n,
 S

.D
. 

too. And don’t forget – members of a local coopera- about what local individuals, working as a commu
tive are eligible to run for the board – that includes nity, can do to address our most pressing challenges 
you! and take advantage of available opportunities. 

Each year, thousands of co-op members in South The meeting also affords members the chance 
Dakota and western Minnesota will attend their to visit with others in the co-op community – it’s 
co-op’s annual meeting. These also a great opportunity to 
meetings are designed for co- learn about programs offered 
op members to gather, share by the cooperative and get 
experiences, hear from co-op to know your co-op staff. 
leadership and – perhaps The annual meeting makes it 
most importantly – vote to possible for co-ops to gather 
elect the board members or feedback from members by 
approve bylaw changes. providing a forum where they 

Many co-ops seek to make can let the co-op know how it 
these annual meetings com- can better serve you and your 

Not every 
American 
has the 
right to 
vote for 
those who 
will 
represent 
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munity events, offering meals, 
kids’ activities and entertain
ment. Some also offer prizes 
to members. 

The food, games and 
prizes are often considered 
the best parts of the meeting, 
but there is so much more to 
the event. 

The annual meeting is an 
occasion to discuss and learn 
more about the issues affect
ing local communities and 
cooperatives? For example, in 

family.
 
A democratic and open community
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election is one of the many interests elements that make electric 
cooperatives stand out from withinother utilities. Having a voice 
in who makes the major deci their
sions that directly affect your 
life and your family is a right electric
 
we all share as Americans. We 

utility.
 all vote for our state and fed
eral Congressional representa-

You have
 tives, but not every American 
has the right to vote for those
 
who will represent commu- that right,
the past year, many coopera

tives have talked about the federal Clean Power nity interests within their electric utility. You have 
so why not
Plan. While national press coverage of the plan gives that right, so why not exercise it? 

far-off perspectives, the co-op annual meeting gives Rest assured, no matter what happens, electric 
exercise it?
 attendees the opportunity to learn first-hand what cooperatives remain dedicated to providing you 

impacts the plan may have on their local coopera- with safe, reliable and affordable electric service, but 
tive and, perhaps more meaningfully, on the mem- all cooperative members are encouraged to take part 
bers’ monthly electric bill. in helping their cooperative improve how it delivers 

The annual meeting is an opportunity to learn that service. 
more about the topics that impact you and talk 
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One free, easy call gets your utility lines marked

 AND helps protect you from injury and expense.

INSERT
CALL CENTER
LOGO HERE

CALL
DIG
BEFORE YOU

ALWAYS

One free, easy call gets your utility lines marked

 AND helps protect you from injury and expense.

INSERT
CALL CENTER
LOGO HERE

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

Safety Around Grain Elevators
 
Working around grain bins creates hazards that are often 
overlooked by even the most seasoned farm hands. Always keep 
these safety tips in mind: 

Suffocation/engulfment 
Entrapment can happen in a second when dealing with grain, 
which often is compared to quick sand. This is leading cause of 
death in storage bins. 
•	 Do not enter grain bins during active loading and 

unloading times 
•	 Never work alone 
•	 Make sure to wear proper safety equipment 

Fires/explosions 
When grain dust accumulates, it can sometimes create the right 
conditions to spark a fire. These fires are difficult to stop and 
usually end with a large explosion. 
•	 Be sure your ventilation system is working properly 
•	 Clean regularly to keep grain dust accumulations to a 

minimum 
•	 Do not smoke or ignite any other open flames while in the 

grain bin 

Toxic atmospheres 
Mold, fungi, and chemical fumes from decayed grains can 
create a deadly atmosphere. 
•	 Store fully dried grain at the proper moisture 
•	 Wear a mask or filter respirator to limit the amount of 

direct contact to the fumes 
•	 Try to keep animal and insect infestations to a minimum 

Machine malfunctions 
Machines also pose deadly risks, including amputation, 
entanglement, and electrocution. 
•	 Do not operate these machines while inside the bins 
•	 Ensure that all equipment is properly guarded 
•	 Be on the lookout for overhead power lines 
•	 Check for frayed cables 
•	 Always wear safety belts or some form of protection 

CALL 
DIG 
BEFORE YOU 

ALWAYS 
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Can You Help Us Locate These People?
 
Each year when Sioux Valley Energy mails capital credit checks to former customers, some are returned because the person has 
moved. If you know any of the people on this list, who are shown at the last known location in our records, please tell them to con
tact Sioux Valley Energy to claim their capital credit check. They can call 1-800-234-1960.  List is continued on pages 14 and 15. 

alaska 
PALMER WHITE, JOHN O AND BARBARA
 

alabama 
AUBURN ORREL, BARRY
 

arkansas 
BENTONVILLE HALL, MARLYS 
MARBLE FALLS GLATZ, MICHAEL & JAMIE 

arizona 
FLAGSTAFF HANSON, JOHN 
GILBERT BRUNZ, MICHELLE 
GILBERT DOLGE, THOMAS 
GILBERT WATTS, EDWARD 
GLENDALE KENNELLY, GREGORY D 
GLENDALE OLSBO, RICHARD & RUTH 
MESA CATLETT, LISA 
MESA RICHMOND, ROBERT E 
MESA SHAY, DOUG 
PEORIA STARK, TIM 
SIERRA VISTA BROWN, RAYMOND & SUSAN 
SUN CITY BECHTOLD INVESTMENTS 
SUN CITY SZALAT, THOMAS & KATHLEEN 
SURPRISE LEIFERMAN,KATHERINE 
TEMPE ETHERTON, SANDRA 

California 
ALAMEDA KANG, JIM 
APPLE VALLEY SCHRANK, ARLENE 
CLEMENTS CARRIAGE VILLA 
COTTONWOOD MARROQUIN, CHRISTY 
FOLSOM WENGEL, MIKE & STEPHANIE 
GARDEN GROVE LANGHOUT, CLARENCE 
HEMET ASK, CHRISTER & LORI 
LOS BANOS BENDER, RAYMOND & BEVELYN 
PASADENA INTERACTIVE GROUP INC 

%ARROWHEAD RESEARCH 
RANCHO SANTA FE PETERSON, ASHLEY 
SAN ANSELMO WILL, C E %SUZANNE WILL PR 
SAN MARCOS WILTS, TERRY & WENDY 
SAN MATEO MANGAN, DONALD S 
SPRING VALLEY SWAN, GORDON 

Colorado 
COLORADO SPRINGS HAGEMEYER, CHAD 
COLORADO SPRINGS LOGAN, BETTY J 
COLORADO SPRINGS SCHINDLING, JAMES 
COLORADO SPRINGS WHITE, ANTHONY & PAMELA 
DENVER SAMPLES, DAVID & DONNA 

DENVER SNUTTJER, RANDAL 
ELBERT NICKLAS, BETH 
HIGHLANDS RANCH KLINEDINST, NANCY 
LA JUNTA SMITH, I J & DOREEN B 
LAFAYETTE LUND, EVAN 
LOUISVILLE HOFER, MIKE & LORI 
MONTROSE BOLES, GLORIA 
THORNTON EIKMEIER, EDWARD 

Conneticut 
SOUTHBURY RINDFLEISCH, NORVAL & CAROL
 

Florida 
CRESTVIEW JOHNSON, JAMES & DIANA 
MIRAMAR BEACH SCHNEIDER, MICHAEL & JODI 
OCALA KUCHEL, DON 
PANAMA CITY BEACH WALKER, VERNON L 
TAMPA THOMPSON, CLAY 
WEST PALM BEACH VANDUSEN, WILLIAM & JEAN 

Georgia 
CANTON WOESSNER, BRIAN & KARLA 
STATHAM GRIMMIUS, DALTON 

Hawaii 
HANA AMES, PATRICK & TINA
 

iowa 
AMES WEEKS, NATHAN & LI PING JIN 
BETTENDORF KOLSRUD, DON H & JUDITH K 
BETTENDORF STITZ, KODY 
BOYDEN BERGSTROM,RODNEY L & MARCI 
CLARION SCHULTZ, TROY 
CLIVE ELOFSON, PEARL 
CLIVE SHEELEY, GARY 
COUNCIL BLUFFS MEFFERD, LES 
DAVENPORT DOHRMANN, JAY A 
DUNLAP ELDER, JOHN & CONNIE 
GRIMES PETERSEN, JAMES C 
GRIMES PETERSON, LANCE 
HULL THOMSON DANIEL U 

% CYNTHIA THOMPSON 
INWOOD JEUNISSEN, BRENDA 
INWOOD VANVELDHUIZEN, KEVIN 
IOWA FALLS JOHNSON, CHARLES B 
JEFFERSON BONANDER, RICHARD & CAREN 
MAQUOKETA BROCK, CARY & THERESA 
MARION WOLFF, TOM 
MUSCATINE REDLIN, THOMAS & KATHERINE 
OTTUMWA BOYCE, MELINDA 

ROCK RAPIDS AUSTIN, HEATH & BARB 
ROCK RAPIDS RANDEL-KING, LINDA 
ROCK VALLEY HILLER, BILL & ANNIE 
SIBLEY BRUDER, STEVEN & LORI 
SIOUX CITY JONES, MARK & DEBRA 
SPENCER BENSON, JANELLE 
SPENCER MEINEN, STEPHEN 
SPIRIT LAKE GRAHAM, LARRY J & ELVA L 
THORNTON MEYER, JASON 
WEST DES MOINES BROOKINGS, GENE SOURCE 

%NEWSHAM GENETICS 
WEST DES MOINES GREIMAN, KURT 
WEST DES MOINES HANSON, TODD 

idaho 
PLUMMER WH AND ME FAMILY FARMS LTD 

%EVELYN OLSON 

illinois 
GLEN CARBON VANVELDHUIZEN, SHANE 
OSWEGO MAPES, JEREMY 
WATSEKA BRADSHAW, VICTOR 

indiana 
VALPARAISO SCHEMMEL, JOHN & SUSAN
 

Kansas 
BALDWIN CITY NAKKULA, GREGORY K 
OLATHE WILLIAMS, ROB T 
SHAWNEE JANSEN, ANDREW 
SHAWNEE KELLEY, GINGER 
TOPEKA HOIL, GRACE 
WICHITA FETZER, EDWIN 
WICHITA VONGSAY, OUAN & BOUSABA LIM 

Louisiana 
DENHAM SPGS HANISCH, CHAD
 

Maryland 
MIDDLETOWN POLLOCK, CHRIS
 

Michigan 
BELLEVILLE D’ARCY, LINDA
 

Continued on page 14 
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Think Before You 

Aim and Fire 

By 
Brenda Kle in jan 

Below: Each fall, a 
reminder to be safe 
while hunting greets 
visitors to FEM Electric 
Association in Ipwsich, 
S.D. 

Whether it’s carelessness or intentional 

vandalism, shooting at or near power lines or associ
ated equipment can create big problems. 

Any responsible hunter or outdoors person 
knows that before pulling the trigger, one is to be 
certain of what lies beyond one’s target. 

“Be sure of what you’re shooting at,” said Roger 
Crom, a gun safety instructor from Watertown, 
S.D., who is also responsible for safety education 
for the state’s electric cooperatives. 

“You have to be sure you know what your target 
is and what your back stop is,” Crom said, who has 
instructed about 150 students a year for the past 
two decades on gun safety. 

“A .22 shell can travel about a mile-and-a-half 
and high-powered shells can travel 3.5 to 4 miles,” 
Crom said. And, shotguns can have a range of 90 to 
100 feet, but the spray pattern widens out. 

Crom noted that one doesn’t shoot at water or 

rocks. Or power lines, for that matter. 
“The immediate danger in shooting at a line 

is that it could break and fall down putting the 
shooter or nearby people or animals at risk,” said 
Crom. 

And, the damage isn’t always immediate. 
“It can fray and cause problems down the line,” 

said Crom. 
While the potential for damage caused by bullets 

to electric equipment is a concern, the frequency of 
the problem has been decreasing. 

“It’s not as much as it used to be. During the ear
lier dove hunting times, people were shooting them 
off the power lines causing frays. Now, the rules for 
hunting call for further set backs,” said Crom. 

According to the South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Park’s web page on mourning dove hunting, one is 
not to hunt doves on or within 50 yards of a public 
road nor is one to shoot at a bird that is not flying. 

12 October 2016 • COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Crom said most hunters are responsible, but that 
the “slob” hunters are causing the problems. “These 
are the ones shooting transformers or using a high-
power rifle to shoot transformers or the insulators 
off of lines.” 

Sometimes the damage caused by a poor decision 
is unintentional, such as when a hunter takes aim 
at birds sitting on a power line, assuming the spray 
of his or her shot won’t spread far or cause damage. 
However, the BBs often hit the conductor, some
times breaking the strands of wire that form the line 
or simply nicking a strand causing it to weaken and 
become vulnerable for failure at a later – and often 
inconvenient – time. 

“Often, the dove hunters don’t even realize the 
damage they’ve caused,” said Rob Vetch, line super
intendent at FEM Electric Association in Ipswich, 
S.D. “They shoot a dove and the BB penetrates the 
wire and weakens it. As time progresses, it wears 
that wire down.” 

“Then, the temperature will hit 20 below and 
tension is on that wire and “poof” – it breaks,” said 
Vetch. 

Sometimes, the shot will cause the wire to fray 
which will be noticed during annual line patrols 
conducted by co-op crews to assess the condition of 
the co-op’s equipment. 

“On line patrol, every year you run across frays 
that when they go up and make the repair, they 
know it was shot,” said Vetch. 

While an errant shot can have devastating conse
quences, possibly more concerning are the vandals 
who purposefully take aim at co-op equipment. 

“You often wonder why it’s being done,” said 
Vetch. 

“To me it’s like a stupid kid doing something he 
shouldn’t be doing; they have a gun and looking 
for something to shoot,” said Vetch. “They’re not 
thinking of the damage it could cause.” 

And, that damage creates risks that could poten
tially involve peoples’ lives. 

When underground cabinets, transformers and 
even substations are shot at, the damage isn’t always 

Left: Crews at FEM Electric Association in Ipswich, S.D., found 
bullet holes in an cabinet this fall. The damage from the bullets 
did not cause immediate outages, but did weaken the equip
ment. 

immediately apparent. 
Just this September, FEM’s crews found evidence 

of a cabinet being shot. 
“We have no idea when it happened. Our crews 

were out GISing our system,” said Vetch, referring 
to the process co-ops are using to record all electric 
equipment and its locations into geographic infor
mation systems. 

“I look at my guys going in there, if something 
is knicked it could arc and injure them. Or, I could 
have one of my guys working on the other side of 
that equipment when it’s being shot,” said Vetch. 

“It’s just plain being foolish,” said Vetch. 
Vetch remains optimistic that the damage was 

not intentional and is more an issue of ignorance 
rather than intent. 

“I hope that it’s the kid having fun and not the 
40-year-old drunk or the person with a grudge,” 
said Vetch. 

No matter the cause, it’s preventable and can be 
avoided. 

“It’s just a matter of using common sense,” said 
Matt Eldridge, line superintendent at Oahe Electric 
Cooperative in Blunt, S.D. 

“Shooting so close to a power line is not a good 
idea,” said Eldridge. “It causes frays of the wire and 
makes the line weak.” 

Like FEM’s employees, Oahe Electric crews don’t 
always find the damage right away. 

“Usually, we find the damage during line patrol 
or when there’s an outage and the line burns down,” 
said Eldridge, noting that fall and winter seem to be 
the seasons with greater problems. 

Left: A bullet dented 
portions of the 
electrical equipment 
inside the underground 
cabinet that FEM 
Electric Association 
crews found damaged 
by gunshots. 
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Can You Help Us Locate These People?
 
Continued from Page 11 

LUVERNE VANDERVLIET, WINNIE 
ADRIAN PAVEL, RAY MAGNOLIA BUSH, JANET BLUE SPRINGS ROSKENS, KEITH 
AITKIN HOLMVIG, STEVEN D MAGNOLIA WEETS, STEVE & TAMERA BUFFALO SHAPIRO, MELISSA 
ALVARADO HALVERSON, HENRY A MANKATO SMITH, ETHAN CLINTON FOWLER, ED 
BEAVER CREEK BEHR, BONNIE MARSHALL HELENA CHEMICAL CO COLUMBIA RING, JEFFREY M 
BEAVER CREEK KALASS, MATT MEDFORD HITCHCOCK, GREG JOPLIN PREBLE, ROBERT D & LAVONNE 
BEAVER CREEK KOOISTRA, MARIE MONTGOMERY KUIPER, ANGELA LIBERTY HOWELL, BRANDON 
BEAVER CREEK NITSCHE, KEN MORTON MC GOWAN, RUSSELL L REPUBLIC LUNDEBY, BRENT 
BEAVER CREEK NUFFER, GEORGE NEW ULM SCHMITZ, THOMAS E 
BEMIDJI HOYT, TIM NORTH MANKATO JACKSON, JAN & MARILYN 
BEMIDJI 
BRANDON 
CANBY 

LARSON, DAVID 
DEBOE, LYNDON & SHIRLEY 
ENGELHORN, JESSIE 

OWATONNA 
PARK RAPIDS 
PEQUOT LAKES 

KROGSTAD, ALLEN 
TRIPP, SCOTT 
PELTIER, MARK 

BILLINGS 
BILLINGS 

ANDAL, MIKE & DEB 
MCFARLANE, MARTY 

CANBY 
CHANDLER 
DASSEL 
EDGERTON 

OURADA, TONY 
WARREN, LORETTA 
AAL, JOHNATHAN & NANCY 
SMIDT, DOUGLAS E 

PIPESTONE 
PIPESTONE 
PIPESTONE 
PIPESTONE 

BROCKBERG, DAVID R 
DEGROOT, DEAN E 
FRITZ, RON 
JANSEN, DAVID 

RALEIGH ARON, LEONARD & BRENDA 
RICHLANDS SCHNEIDER, JILL & CHAD 

FARIBAULT 
FARMINGTON 

HELGESON, DARIN 
BOLDT, RANDY 

PIPESTONE 
PIPESTONE 

JOHNSON, KERRY E 
LEMCKE, KRISTIE 

FARMINGTON TILDEN, JEREMY PIPESTONE MARTENS, STEVE BISMARCK LUTZ, EDWARD & RICHELLA 
GAYLORD VANDERPLAATS, JOEL S PIPESTONE OSTHUS, JANICE BISMARCK MCKENZIE, NATHAN 
HARDWICK AMBORN, SHANE PIPESTONE PROBST, THOMAS R CASSELTON FRONT ROW OUTDOOR 
HARDWICK LANOUE, JENNA PIPESTONE S & D SWINE SERVICE ADVERTISING 
HARDWICK STROMBERG, MARK PIPESTONE STROBEL, DOUG DICKINSON BENSEN, REBECCA 
HECTOR CLARK, RICK & LYNNETTE % FREEMOND STROBEL FARGO DOMINO’S PIZZA 
HERON LAKE SULLIVAN, JIM & KRIS PIPESTONE SUNDSTROM, RICHARD FARGO KUCHTA, JANE 
HILLS RHEAULT, JOSH RICHFIELD WELLMAN, DEAN G FARGO STEWART, TRAVIS 
HILLS WILSON, DON ROCHESTER AANENSON DENNIS & GRAND FORKS SWANSON, STEVE & ROBIN 
HUGO CANINE, JOSEPH P LIZETTE MINOT LEGG, JEFFREY T 
IHLEN SPIELMANN, FANNY ROGERS BROWN, MIKE & JULIE C 
JACKSON MCGILLIVRAY,NORMAN & ELLEN ROSEMOUNT GOLDHAMMER, ANDY 
JASPER 
JASPER 
JASPER 
JASPER 
KENNETH 
KENNETH 
LAKE BENTON 
LAKEVILLE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 
LUVERNE 

BOLKEMA, GLENN 
BRYNJULSON, HAROLD 
KISLOWSKI, WAYNE 
WEST, DUSTI 
LARSON , CARYN 
THOMAS, RUSSELL 
VANBEMMEL, ALLEN 
OLSON, STEVE 
AL-SHARSHWAWY, HANI 
ASK, LESLIE 
BOOMGAARDEN, JAKE 
BOSCH, SANDRA 
BOSCH, JENNIE 
CLEVERINGA, NICHOLAS 
DEBOER, JEFFREY 
FICK, RYAN DBA BFT 
GEHRKE, RONDA 
KLOOSTER, KITTY 
PLEASANT VALLEY ACRES 
PREKKER, JASON 
ROSIN, ROD 
TIESLER, MATT & TERRI 
TIESZEN, DUANE & PAM 

ROTHSAY 
SAINT JAMES 
SAINT JAMES 
SAINT PAUL 
SAINT PAUL 
SAINT PETER 
SAINT PETER 
SAINT PETER 
SLAYTON 
SLAYTON 
TRIMONT 

TROSKY 
TYLER 
WHITE BEAR LAKE 
WILMONT 
WOOD LAKE 
WOOD LAKE 

WOODSTOCK 

% KATE FAIRCHILD 
SCHOLTEN, LYNN A 
HAGEMAN, RAYMOND 
SHELTON, AUDREY 
ANDERSON, SAMANTHA 
BARNHART, DALE & KATHY 
KENNEDY, JOHN & BETH 
RIEMER, DEWEY 
WILLIAMS, JERAMIAH 
HUNTER, CHARLA 
TJEERDSMA, RYAN 
STEINBERG ESTATE L J 
% LARRY STEINBERG 
IHLEN, CODY 
NICHOLS, STEVEN C 
NELSON, EDMUND 
METZ, MELANIE 
BELLING, ALLEN & SHELLY R 
HALSTEAD LIVESTOCK 
% KARLA PERSING 
SHELDON, JEREMY & TIERA 

BENNINGTON 
COLUMBUS 
CRESTON 
ELKHORN 
FREMONT 
HOLDREGE 
KEARNEY 
LINCOLN 
LINCOLN 
LINCOLN 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
O’ NEILL 
OMAHA 
OMAHA 
OMAHA 

OMAHA 
OMAHA 
PAPILLION 
WAVERLY 
WAVERLY 
WAYNE 

GEURTS, CALVIN 
COLFORD, STEVE & SARA 
WURDEMAN, ROSA 
EDEN, JOYCE 
PERSON, STEPHEN 
VANBRIESEN, TIM 
NELSON, MICHAEL A 
MILLER, DAVE 
NIGHTPIPE, MICHELLE 
SCHAUFF, JANIE 
SOUKUP, JEFF & TAMI 
SWIER, DOROTHY%TOM SWIER 
DAVIS, JOSHUA 
HECKER, WAYNE 
LANGBEHN, JOSH 
MEYER LAMB FEEDERS 
& TOM R MEYER 
PAYTON, JERRY & DEBORAH 
PRIEBE, JUANITA 
MILLER, TOM R 
BUSS, CLINT & CHARISSA 
HANDRAHAN, COREY 
UTTECHT, DAVID & ANGIE 

WISNER WILL, MARLIN 
14 October 2016 • COOpEraTivE COnnECTiOns 

Minnesota Missouri 

Montana 

north Carolina 

north Dakota 

nebraska 



Can You Help Us Locate These People?
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T

new Hampshire 

new Mexico 

nevada 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

south Carolina 

south Dakota 

GREENFIELD YOUNG, BEN 
BALTIC 
BALTIC 

BREEN, GERRY 
DONOVAN, LEONA 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 

LEGG, JEFFREY & SANDRA 
LINDEMANN, STACY 

BALTIC ENTRINGER,DAN BRANDON LYONS, DUANE 
DBA T & A AUTO SALES BRANDON MARSH, MATTHEW & TERESA 

ROSWELL WOOD, ALICE J 
% AUGUST ANDERSON 

BALTIC 
BALTIC 
BALTIC 

HANSON, KELLY 
HARTMAN, CRYSTAL 
JOHNSON, SHANNON 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 

MARTINMAAS, NEAL & CHERYL 
MIDWEST COATINGS 
& SUPPLIES 

BATTLE MOUNTAIN 
HENDERSON 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 

WILDE, MONICA J 
WISCONSIN GIFT COMPANY 
FRANK MCCOY SR 
PHILLIPS, BASIL & HELEN J 
HOWARD, STAN 

BALTIC 
BALTIC 
BALTIC 
BALTIC 
BERESFORD 
BERESFORD 
BERESFORD 

KORVES, DOROTHY 
PETERSON, AMY 
SCHLINK, LORETTA 
SHERIDAN, FLOYD 
BRUNZ, JOSIAH 
KUCK, JOAN 
SCHRECK, DANIEL 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 

ATTN: HANK SCHMODE 
MILLER, RUBY A 
MURAWSKI, MADELINE 
NAFZIGER, NICK & LISA 
NATOLE, SHERI 
OLSON, AARON 
PEARSON, GREG 

BERESFORD 
BERESFORD 

SNAZA, TRENT 
WOMACK, PETER 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 

PEDERSON BRIAN & KRISTIN 
POKORNY CHAD & KRISTEN 

BOWLING GREEN MANNERUD, LAVINA BRANDON AMERICAN FAMILY (CORKLE) 
CINCINNATI COUNTY FAIR % KATHLEEN STIEBEN BRANDON REED, KIRK & LAURA 

% ACS CORPORATION BRANDON ANDERSON MICHAEL W& LORI BRANDON ROSS, MATT 
LONDON THORNBER, SANDRA BRANDON ANLIKER, JULIE BRANDON SCHLOSSER, DENISE 
NEWCOMERSTOWN LORD, GERRY BRANDON ARMSTRONG, DENNIS BRANDON SCHMIDT, DORIS 

BRANDON BAHNSON, KENNETH BRANDON SCHUMACHER, BOB & PEGGY 
BRANDON BARNES, WADE BRANDON SELLAND, JESSE 

APACHE 

OWASSO 

SCHOENFELDER, SHANE 
& STEPHANIE 
WAGNER, WILLIAM H 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 

BAXTER, KATHY 
BECK, BERTHA R 
BEHR, ARNIE 
& DUSTI WEST-BEHR 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 

SHAMATT, CORY 
SHOMION, JEFF 
SHOWCASE REALTY 
% BRYCE W NIENKERK 

BRANDON BRESSON, JEREMY 
% MONICA BRESSON 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 

SPRENGER, FRED & PHYLLIS 
SUPER SUB %SCOTT SCHMITZ 

HILLSBORO 
NORTH BEND 
SWISSHOME 
TANGENT 

SAMPSON, LISA 
ZUMWALT, RUSSELL & CATHI L 
LOFTIS, RENE 
GREER, DAVID & TRACI 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 

BURKMAN, JO 
BUSS, RENEE 
CRONN, MARVIN L 
CUTSHAW, ANNE 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 

SWENSON, ALVIN & TRISHA 
TASTAD, EUGENE & BARB 
VELD, TODD 
WEIR, JOE 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 

DAUGHERTY, KELLY  & KAY 
DAVIS, BENJAMIN 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 

WERNKE, CONSTANCE 
WIENEKE, JEFF 

GRAY COURT NEISES, DOUG BRANDON DORRIS, DAN 
GREENVILLE THIELBAR, DAVID BRANDON DUNN, BILL & LINDA 
GREENVILLE WADCO LLC BRANDON EICHENAUER, CRISTINE 

DAVID THIELBAR BRANDON EMERSON, KATHRYN M 
MOUNT PLEASANT RAMES, GLEN BRANDON ERNSTE, MARK A & AMBER J 

% ROSS RAMES BRANDON FETTES, THOMAS & MICHELLE 
BRANDON FLOWER MILL, INC 

% DARIN & STACY SCHAAP 

ABERDEEN 
ABERDEEN 
ABERDEEN 
ABERDEEN 
ABERDEEN 

BACKES, RICHARD 
CANTER, DAVID & PEGGY 
JOHNSON, MARISSA 
LANGUM, TOM 
TEIGEN CONST INC 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 

FOLEY, MIKE 
GUNDERSON, NORMA 
HABERL, TRACY 
HANISCH PROPERTIES 
OWNER: CHAD HANISCH 

ABERDEEN 
ALEXANDRIA 
ARLINGTON 
ARLINGTON 
ARLINGTON 
ARLINGTON 
ASTORIA 
ATHOL 
AURORA 
AURORA 
AURORA 

TOBIN, RODRICK L & SHERRI 
ZIRPEL, WALDEMAR & LILLIAN 
JORGENSEN, DAWN 
LARSEN, DON 
PICKERING, JAMES C &NORMA 
SPILLES, CARL 
KRUMM, ASHLEY 
STEMPER, CARSON & ROBYN 
HAGEMAN, JOANNA 
PAHL, DARREL 
TORMANEN TROY & BRANDY 

BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 
BRANDON 

HARTZ, GAYLE 
HESSEL, LISA 
HIEB, DALE % KATHY HIEB 
HOFFMAN, DUSTIN 
HOLMES, CHRISTINE 
HOWARD, TRAVIS 
JESCHKE, CHRIS 
JORDAN, TERRI 
KELLER, CYNTHIA 
KIEFER, SARA 
KRUEGER, SANDY 
LARSON, BRUCE & LILAS 

The names in this list are former Sioux Valley 

Energy members and their capital credit checks 

were returned to us after we mailed them out 

to the last known location on our records. If 

you know any of the people on this list, who 

are shown at the last known location in our 

records, please tell them to contact Sioux Valley 

Energy to claim their capital credit check. They 

can call1-800-234-1960. 
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Regional Dateline 
September 24 

National Public Lands Day, Fee 
Free Day, Pipestone National 
Monument, Pipestone, MN 
507-825-5464 

September 24 
22nd Annual Radio Chili 
Cook-off, Watertown, SD 
605-882-6269 

September 24 
South Dakota Women’s Expo 
Huron, SD, 605-353-7340 

September 24-25 
Pioneer Power & Toy Show 
Menno, SD, 605-387-5166 

September 29-October 1 
Custer State Park 
Buffalo Roundup & Arts 
Festival, Custer, SD 
605-255-4515 

September 30-October 1 
Oktoberfest, Deadwood, SD 
605-578-1876 

October 1 
11th Annual Custer Stampede 
Buffalo Art Auction, Custer, SD 
605-673-2244 

October 1 
27th Annual Buffalo Wallow 
Chili Cook-off, Custer, SD 
605-673-2244 

October 1 
Pumpkin Train, Ride the train 
to the pumpkin patch and kids 
pick pumpkins, Prairie Village 
Madison, SD, 605-256-3644 
www.prairievillage.org 

Events of Special Note 
September 24 
American Cancer Society’s 
Moody County Sole Burner 
Walk/Run Event, William J. 
Janklow Community Center 
Flandreau, SD 

October 15-January 3 
2016 Pheasant Hunting Season 
Statewide, Pierre, SD 
605-223-7660 

To have your event listed on this page, send complete information, including date, event, place and contact to your local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. Information must be submitted at least eight weeks prior to your event. 
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Please call ahead to confirm date, time and location of event. 

October 8 
Carrie Underwood: 
The Storyteller Tour 
Sioux Falls, SD, 605-367-7288 

October 8 
Strawbale Winery Harvest 
Festival, Renner, SD 
605-543-5071 

October 8 
Oktoberfest, Aberdeen, SD 
605-225-3441 

October 9 
28th Annual Farm, Toy & Doll 
Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Codington County Extension 
Complex, Watertown, SD 

October 13-15 
Wild West Songwriters Festival 
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876 

October 14-15 
Pipestone County Museum 
Paranormal Weekend 
Pipestone, MN, 507-825-2563 

October 15 
Dare to Dream Conference 
Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn 
Convention Center, Rapid City, SD 
605-361-3171, sdparent.org 

October 21-23 
Autumn Festival, An Arts & 
Crafts Affair, Sioux Falls, SD 
402-331-2889 

October 22 
Chris Young in Concert, Swiftel 
Center, Brookings, SD 
605-692-7539 

October 24 
Pentatonix, Sioux Falls, SD 
605-367-7288 

October 28-30 
Zoo Boo, Sioux Falls, SD 
605-367-7003 

October 29-30 
Haunted Heartland Country 
Corn Maze, Harrisburg, SD 

November 5 
Volga Christian School’s 
53rd Annual Harvest Festival 
Lunch at 11 a.m., Live Auction 
at 12:30 p.m.,Sioux Valley 
Middle School Gym 
200 Husina Ave, Volga SD 
Call Brenda Volkers at 
605-690-3434 

November 5 
77th Annual Lutefisk Feed 
Summit, SD, 605-881-4377 

November 11 
Veterans Day, Fee Free Day 
Pipestone National 
Monument, Pipestone, MN 
507-825-5464 

November 22-December 26 
Christmas at the Capitol 
Pierre, SD, 605-773-3178 

December 3 
Winterfest Arts & Craft Show 
9: a.m. to 3 p.m., Commons 
and Cardinal Gym, Luverne 
Public Schools, Luverne, MN 
www.luvernechamber.com 

http:www.luvernechamber.com
http:sdparent.org
http:www.prairievillage.org
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